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Interviewer Erin Nobler, Guest Melissa Savage

Erin Nobler:

Welcome to STAT Chat, a podcast from the Solar Technical Assistance Team at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colorado.  I'm your host Erin Nobler, and today I will be chatting with Melissa Savage, a senior program director for the National Association of State Energy Officials, or as we call it, NASEO.



We wanted to talk with Melissa as part of our In the Field series.  The STAT team often works with state energy offices on technical assistance requests, and we also collaborate closely with the national association that represents those offices.




Melissa thank you for joining us today; we're happy to have you here.
Melissa Savage:
Thanks Erin; I'm glad to be here.
Erin Nobler:

Melissa, can you tell us about NASEO and how it was formed?
Melissa Savage:
Sure.  We were formed in the early Seventies as a result of the energy crisis.  And NASEO was formed as sort of a connecting point for those energy officials in each state that were charged with working on those issues.  Understandably we've kind of evolved since our beginning, but we still serve a very important role as that connecting point for all the state energy offices.  And I would say that now, as they have evolved, we're taking a more closer look at how to proactively address some of the energy policy issues in each state and provide that best practices, lessoned learned kind of sharing point for the state energy offices.
Erin Nobler:

And just for some clarification who runs the state energy offices?
Melissa Savage:
Well it does vary a bit.  Some energy offices in the state they're appointed by the governor.  This person in this office would serve as the governor's primary energy policy advisor.  Some of the state energy offices are housed in a separate state agency like the Department of Natural Resources.  We've seen a shift in the last few years to even have them housed in the Economic Development departments.  These offices generally do have an appointed office director that is -- the appointment is made by the governor.  And the governor guides the policy that the energy office, or the priorities that they're going to take on over the term of the governor.  So that's how they're run.

They do receive some funding from the U.S. state energy program funding, and they also have some support from the state budget in some states.
Erin Nobler:

So I heard you just say that they are not decision-making entities but instead work for decision-makers?  What types of activities are the state energy offices involved in?
Melissa Savage:
I think one of the most important things that the state energy offices do is help guide the statewide energy policy.  They do that in partnership with the governor and the state legislature.  Often they're responding to legislation that's gone through and passed and has been enacted, and so they're reacting and often are charged with implementing it.  They are there to support the legislature for sure.  They also work closely with the utility commissioners in making sure that they're aligning their priorities with the utility commissioners as well.  So there's a lot of collaboration that's going on, I think, in the state energy offices.  And they do make sure that they're providing information that the decision-makers will need to make the best policy choices for the state.
Erin Nobler:

Sounds like the state energy offices are working in a lot of different areas.  How have energy issues evolved since the 1970s, and how are the state energy offices working on these issues and technologies today?
Melissa Savage:
I think one of the most interesting changes that have happened actually in the recent past has been a shift from kind of looking at reduction in our dependency on fossil fuels and those kinds of issues to taking a look at how each state can build their own energy economy.  There's a big focus on creating jobs and building economies around different kinds of energy choices.  So in the last few years we've seen, as I had mentioned earlier, some of the states are relocating their energy offices and charging them in this new direction.

And I think renewable energy certainly places a big role in that because we're seeing a lot of the new technologies that are coming to bear are in that area.  So the states are addressing kind of this moving target of technology that's coming online to make sure that if they have some holes in their laws or their policies that they're going back and making changes so that that isn't a barrier to expansion in that area.
Erin Nobler:

And Melissa I have one last question for you.  Since we're the Solar Technical Assistance Team we're obviously pretty interested in solar, as you can imagine.  Would you tell us how NASEO and the individual energy offices have worked on some of the solar questions that we're hearing about coming out of the legislatures and the public utility commissions?
Melissa Savage:
I think one of the big issues that's kind of constantly at the forefront for us in terms of answering technical assistance is net metering.  Most often the state energy offices will reach out to us to find out what's happening in other states so that they can be prepared to provide information to the legislature or to the governor on what other states are doing and what policies are working.  I mean it's really about sharing best practices and lessons learned so they don't have to kind of learn them on their own.

I think that the other thing that we try to do as an organization is also reach out to our colleagues that represent those other groups, the national conferences, state legislatures or NERUC, the utility commissioners to see what kinds of issues they see bubbling up, so that we can proactively inform our members so they're prepared to have those conversations with their colleagues from the legislature or from the utility commission.
Erin Nobler:

Melissa thank you.  That was a great overview of NASEO in the individual state energy offices and what they do.  It's a pleasure talking to you.  Thank you for taking the time to speak with us.
Melissa Savage:
Thank you.
Erin Nobler:

And thank you to our listeners for tuning in to today's podcast.  Be sure to check back for future podcasts covering topics like PV recycling, grid myths and solar modeling.  



STAT Chat is supported by the U.S. Department of Energy Sun Shot Initiative, working to make solar energy cost-competitive in the United States by 2020.  Learn more about our program by visiting www.NREL.gov and clicking on the Technology Deployment link, or email us at STAT.NREL.gov.




Until next time.
[End of Audio]
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