Technical Abbreviations

Term ... Abbreviation
T (- (00 T acre-ft
actual cubic feet per second.................... acfs
AIr MAass 1.0, AM1
alternating current...........ccccceeveennne ac or AC
AMPEIE ...eiiiiiie i A
A0 1 0] 11 [ A
antireflective ..o AR
AtMOSPNErE ...c.veevecveecie e atm
atomMIC Percent........ccoovvveveiereneneriene at. %
atomicweight.........ccccoov e, at. wt
2110 J ST a
DA e b

MITIDAr ..o mb
DAITel ... bbl
base (genetiCs) .....ccevvveveereriee e b

thousand bases ........c.cccevvevvvieiieniesiennnn kb
DASE PAIrS ..o bp
BaUme ......cooiiieie e Be
Becquerel ... Bq
boiling POINt......ccovriiiiicic bp
British thermal unit ..........cccocoovivvnnnnen Btu
BUShEl ... bu
G cent
CAlONIE. .o cal
candela ........ooovevveveies e cd
CONTI. e c
CENLIGIaM....coviiiiesceieee e cg
CeNtIIITEr .o cL
CENtIMELEr ..o cm
circa (about) ......cccoeviiiiii . ca
coefficient of performance...................... COP
concentrated (tables only) ...................... conc
confer (COMPArE) .......cuvvvveeereenienieniesieniens cf.
COSINE .ottt cos
COUlOMDB...c e C
COUNts Per MINULE .......cccevvereererere e cpm
cubiC CeNtIMELEr ......c.cvveeececececccecececeeee cm?
cubic feet per minute............... cfm or ft3/min

cubic feet per second .................... cfs or ft3/s

Term ... Abbreviation
CUDIC FOOL.....oveceecieeeeeee e ft®
CUDIC INCN oo in3
CUDIC MELET ... m?
cubic Millimeter .........cccoeveveeveceevenenen. mm?
CUDIC Yard ........ocveveeeeeeereeeeeene, cu yd or yd?
current-voltage .........cceveveveeve e e -V
AY e d
(01T da
AECH v d
deCibel ..o dB
degree (@angular) ......cccccoveevveeeieeieiecinns °, deg
degree CelSiUS ..o °C
degree Fahrenheit ...........ccccooevvveieieccnenne °F
degree RanKine .........cccoeoevreenneinneinns °R
diameter (tables only).......ccccccevveevrennnee. diam
direct current........ccccoeceevvevneneenene dcor DC
AOHAN ... $

millions of dollars (tables only) ............ $M

thousands of dollars ...........cccceevvrvvirinnnen. $K

year of dollars..........ccco....... year $ (1992 $)
electromagnetic interference..................... EMI
electromagnetic unit............cccooeveveveennnen, EMU
electromotive force.........ccoceevvevvecvnerinnnnns emf
electron VOlt..........cooeeevviccce, eV
electrostatic Unit.........covevvvvvvrrrrirerieeenns ESU
EAUALION(S)..vrvereerereeeieeiee e Eq(s).
equivalent weight...........ccccveerrinnen. equiv. wt
exponential...........cccoevvieiieiiciiicc exp
Farad ..o F
feet per minute ..., ft/min
feet per second .........ccecveviievie i ft/s
FEMEO .o f
Fill FACLOr...cveeiie e FF
fiscal year 2025 ..........cccoovvvnienininenn, FY 2025
FOO e ft
FOOE-POUNG....c.eoiiiiiiicee e ft-1b
fOOt-SeCcoNd.......ccerviiieiiie e, ft-s
freezing Point ........ccocveeevieviec e, fp


https://weight........................................at

TeIM e Abbreviation

GaON....coiiiie gal
gallons per day ........ccccoeerveennes gal/d (or gpd)
gallons per minute............... gal/min (or gpm)
gallons per second..................... gal/s (or gps)
gallons per year........c.cccoeovnnenes gal/yr (or gpy)
gas (in chemical formula) ..........c..ccccevvennenee. g
G108 1. G
grains per second ........cccccevveveniesieenene gr/s
0] - U3 o TR g
Gram-atoM.......ccceurerrerereieinerereseeseeeisenens g-atom
gravity (force of).......cccoeovvnncicnnnnnicen, g
OFAY 1ottt Gy
NECTArE ..o ha
NECTION ... i h
RENIY oo H
hertz (cycles per second)..........cccoevvervennnne Hz
NOFSEPOWE .....cvveieciiecieee e hp
POU .. h
INCN 1o in
inches per second..........ccccovveveeviciecreenene, in./s
INCR-POUNG.....c.ooviiiiiieceee in.-1b
INfrared........ooooevveiince e IR
inside diameter .........cccocevvvereieneieneseesene ID
(use abbreviation only in such phrases
as 3-cm-ID tube)
international UNit...........ccceovvvnnecnennincnns U
JOUIE...oo e J
KEIVIN...oiiiiiiii K
KIlO .o Kk
kilocalorie ..o keal
kilocycles per second (kilohertz) ............ kHz
Kilogram ........ccooviiiiii e kg
kilograms per cubic meter.................... kg/m3
kilograms per second ...........cccccvevveinnnns kg/s
KIHOMELEr ... km
kilometers per second ............ccceeeveennne km/s
Kilopascal .........ccvveieiiiiiiicee kPa
KIHOVOIL ... kV

* 106 Btu is preferred. Never use MMBtu.

Term .. Abbreviation
Kilovolt-ampere.........cccoovvvviniiinicnn KVA
KIHOWALL .....oovveeieiciee e, KW
Kilowatt-hour ..o kWh
liquid (in chemical formula) ....................... R
THEET e L
liters per Minute .........cceoveveieiinciins LPM
logarithm (common) ........ccccceevveivcienen, log
logarithm (natural) ........ccooveveiiiiie In
JUMEBN. ..o Im
11 SRS Ix
maximum (tables only) .......c.ccccoereenne. max.
mean sea level..........ccoovveiciiicinne, msl
mega (MIHoN) ..o M
megacycles per second (megahertz)........ MHz
MEJAVOIL......oveiiiirec e MV
MEJAWALTL ......cviiiiiesiieie e MW
megawatt electric..........coceovreeiiieiinnns MW,
megawatt thermal.............ccccoeevvieiiennnnen. MW
MEILING POINT.....cviiiiiiieieee e mp
MELET . m
meter-Kilogram..........cccoveeenneeinncinnns m-kg
MICTO .ttt u
MICFOAMPETE ...t LA
MICTONTEN ... uL
MICTOMETEN ... um
MICIOVOIL ... uVv
MICTOWALE ... uw
MIE e mi
Miles per NOUr ..., mph
miles per hour per second..................... mph/s
M e m
MIITAMPEre ... mA
MIlIgram ... mg
milligram percent..........cccoeevverneeene mg %
MITHTEr ... mL
MITMELEr ... mm
Million (Mega) ......ccccevveeeieieeceeececee M
0T 1o 03 = MBtu”
milliradian ... mrad


https://inch-pound...............................................in
https://second......................................in

MIIVOIE ..o mV
MITTIWALE.....c.ooi mwW
minimum (tables only) .......c.cccevevevnnneee min.
MINUEE ..o s min
MOIE ... mol
Mole Percent.........cccoeeveeevcieseseinsieas mol %
molecular weight............ccccoveiinneenn. mol wt
moles per liter (molar) .........ccccocevvveviennnene. M
month (tables only) ... mo
4T o SRS n
41Tl | =0 OO ng
NANOMELET ... nm
NANOSECOND ....vviniieiiirieieeseee e ns
NEWEON ..o N
normal pressure and temperature............ NPT
NUMDET ... no.
(01=] 651 (=T S ORTSRROR oe
ONM s Q
OPeNn-Circuit Voltage .........ccccevevencriennnn Voc
OUNCE ..ttt 0z
OUNCE-TOOL ... oz-ft
OUNCE-INCHN .o 0z-in.
outside diameter (see inside diameter).....OD
PAGE(S) -+ vververerienieriiererie et p(p).
parts per billion..........ccccoovevvieiieee ppb
parts per million ..., ppm
parts per trillion...........cccooeeveiveieecece ppt
PASCAL...c.vieiiie Pa
PEAK WALt ......c.ciiirirrrrrer e W,
PEE ettt /
PEICENT....vvie e %
PELA ... P
PICO oottt p
POUND.....c.iiiiiitisicsiee e Ib
POUNd-TOOL ... Ib-ft
POUNT-INCN ..o Ib-in
pounds per square foot .........c.ccceevrvrirrenen. Ib/ft?

T Clarify whether a ton is short, long, or metric.
Avoid using the abbreviation.

Term .. Abbreviation
pounds per square inch absolute............. psia
pounds per square inch gauge ................ psig
pounds per square INCh..........cooeceeeerrrenenee psi
PUBLIC 1AW ..., P.L.
FAAIAN. ..t rad
revolutions per minute.............ccocevveene. rpm
revolutions per second...........ccecvevervennnne rps
root Mean SQUAIE .........ccovverveeireerninnenns RMS
FOtOr diAMELer.......ocveiveiicieeee e D
SECONd (TIME) .vvvveeeeeececee e S
Section (1aws) .....covvveeeeeiiiieeeeeeee e 8
short-circuit current........ccooceeevvcensicieene Lsc
SIBMENS ...ttt S
SIBVEIT ..ot Sv
SINE 1ottt sin
solid (in chemical formula).........c..cccccevnenee. S
SPECIES (PL.) v spp.
SPECIES (SING.) cveverrerrrieieicieeee e sp.
SPECITIC NEAL........covrriicee e Co
square Centimeter..........cooeevveererneereneenen, cm?
SQUATE FOOL.......vveieecieciececse e ft?
SQUATE INCN ..o, in.2
square Kilometer ..........ccccovveverevverrirennn. km?
SOUATE MELET ...t m?
square Millimeter ..........cocooeeevvcvvcveivennnnne, mm?
standard (tables only) ........ccccooevvevieicnnnns std.
standard cubic fOOt.........ccccovreeeirriiinee, scf
standard temperature and pressure.......... STP
Steradian ........coceeveereerere e sr
tANQENT......oiieceee e tan
temperature (tables only) ...........c.......... temp.
TBIA .. T
TESIa .. T
thousand (Kilo) .......ccoceveveiiiiiiiiiceee, k
thousand (used with money only)................ K
metric ton (tonne) (103 KQ) ....evvvevvervenereernnee, tf
short ton (2,000 10) .....cccveeirevcciiccce tn
BOIT e Torr



UNTE .t U
VALY oo var
versus (tables only) .......cccccveveiveiveieienn, VS
videlicet (namely) .....ccoocvvveiiiiiiieieeee, viz
VOIE .o \
volume per Volume .......ccccoeoveieiiiciciee, viv
volume percent.........ccceeeveereciieseennnn vol %
WAL ..o W

TerM s Abbreviation
watt eleCtriC.....cccveveiieeecccece e We
Watt-NOUT ... Wh
watt thermal .........ccoovvvviiicii e, Wh
(V1T 1=] oL G Wb
WEIGNE ..o wt
weight percent.........cccovveveeevccenesicesnene wt %
weight per weight.........occoeveiiciiinne, w/w
Yard oo yd
Y=L | S SRUPSPRRR yr



