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Simple Search 

 
 
Guest – search the database as a guest or Sign in to save queries and publications permanently 
e-Shelf – save favorites in the e-Shelf  
My Account – access and manage all saved queries, publications, and personal information 
Sign in – save records permanently and experience enhanced functionality with e-shelf and 
queries such as copy, paste records, and folders. 

 

Using a phrase search 

Use quotation marks to search for a 
specific phrase.  

EXAMPLES: 
"solar irradiance" 

"net zero" 
"grid integration" 

Searching without quotation marks will result in records containing any of your search terms. 
  

Simple Search will search within the entire record.   
To limit results to a certain field, use Advanced Search. 
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Using OR 

Use OR between terms to widen search 
for multiple terms. 

EXAMPLES: 
TV OR Television 

University OR College 
Photovoltaic OR PV 

Enter OR in uppercase, otherwise the system will see it as part of your search. 
 

Using NOT 

Use NOT to exclude terms from your 
search. 

EXAMPLES: 
Film NOT Photography 
Radiation NOT Nuclear 

Stress NOT Metal 

Enter NOT in uppercase, otherwise the system will see it as part of your search. 
 

Grouping terms 

Group terms that you wish to search for 
together in parentheses. 

EXAMPLES: 
(solar OR photovoltaic) grid 
(wind OR turbine) gearbox 
(algae OR ethanol) biofuel 

Enter OR in uppercase, otherwise the system will see it as part of your search. 
 

Using a truncation symbol 

Use a truncation symbol to perform a 
multiple character wildcard search or 
find variations in word endings. 

EXAMPLES: 
Behavio*r = behavior, behaviour 

Analy* = analysis, analyses, analyst 
Manag* = manage, manager, management, 

managing 

The truncation symbol is an asterisk *. 
 

Using a wildcard 

Use a wildcard to replace a letter within 
a word. 

EXAMPLES: 
Wom?n = woman, women 

Organi?ation = organisation, organization 

The wildcard symbol is a question mark ?. 

Boolean operators: You can use AND, OR, NOT in your search.  
The default is AND between terms. 
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Advanced Search 

 

The Advanced Search page has numerous search boxes to enable more flexible searching. Here 
you can also narrow your search to title, author/creator, subject, journal/conference, or producing 
center. You can also select publication date ranges (last year, last 2 years, last 5 years, etc.) and 
material type (book, journal, etc.) on the right. Use the simple search rules to search effectively. 

Refining your search 
Use the drop down boxes next to your terms to refine your search. Narrow your search to a 
specific field (title, author/creator, and/or subject), and limit results to those which contain, 
exactly match, or start with your terms. 
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Facets 
Facets are generated on the left of the results screen from the top results in your search. 

  

More options can be selected to expand each facet, 
and multiple selections can be made from within the 
pop-up menu: include and exclude as many options 
as desired to narrow your results. 

 

Select a date range for your results: Creation Date 
is the same as Publication Date, and in the More 
options pop-up, you can select a date range and see 
the number of results per range. 

 
Suggested new searches: 
Suggests the most prolific authors/creators of 
subject matter related to your current search, and 
related subject terms. 



NREL Publications Database User Guide 

6 

Search Tips 
The NREL Publications Database contains information about publications developed or written 
by NREL staff and subcontractors since 1977. This section offers some tips and tricks to help 
locate resources – whether searching a known subject or starting from scratch. 

Search for a specific author 
Authors are often credited differently across different types of publications and citations vary 
throughout the database.  The most common inconsistency is when authors are credited with a 
second/middle initial. 

Records in the NREL Publications Database contain the names exactly as they appear on the 
documents themselves. To maximize results for specific authors, search using this format: 

“LastName FirstInitial” 
EXAMPLE: 
“Smith, A” 

This will result in all pubs authored by LastName, including those where the  
author is credited with first initial only and those with a second initial as well. 

 
To locate publications solely by the first initial, excluding any containing a middle initial, use 
this format: 
 

“FirstInitial LastName” 
EXAMPLE: 
“A Smith” 

This will limit results to first initial only. This is useful, for example, if you  
are trying to differentiate between a John Smith and a John R. Smith. 

 
NOTE: Outreach publications (fact sheets, brochures, etc.) generally do not have credited 
authors. Unless an author is specifically credited on the document itself, no author is listed in the 
database. To locate this type of resource, search by title, keyword, or publication date. 

Search for a specific topic/subject area/keyword 
By selecting the in subject limiter, search will return results that contain and/or exactly match 
the search term. 
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Once you are viewing search results, browse subject terms in individual records and select them 
to view all publications associated with each term. 

 

Use the facets on the left to include or exclude additional subject terms related to your search 
results.  Choose as many or few as desired from the pop-up menu. 
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By selecting the in the title limiter, search will return results that contain, exactly match, and/or 
start with the search term. This is an effective way to locate specific series of publications, such 
as the Island Energy Snapshot series, NREL Highlights fact sheets, and Continuum Magazine. 

 
 
Search by publication number 
NREL publication numbers are comprised of several elements: 

EXAMPLE: NREL/TP-5000-63267 

- A prefix denoting whether the document was published by NREL, or earlier in the lab’s 
history when it was the Solar Energy Research Institute (SERI) 

- A lettered code denoting the document type (TP = technical report, SR = subcontract 
report, FS = fact sheet, etc.) 

- A number representing which NREL research center authored the document  
(5000 = National Wind Technology Center, 6A20 = Strategic Energy Analysis,  
5K00 = Materials Science, etc.) 

- A publication number, generally five digits. 

 
If you know the number of the publication you’re looking for, search for either the entire 
publication number or the last part of the string (63267 in the example above). 

Search by DOE number 
Documents published by DOE’s Golden Field Office are assigned publication numbers 
comprised of several elements: 

EXAMPLE: DOE/GO-102015-4619 

- A prefix denoting the Golden Field Office’s involvement 
- A numeric code representing the calendar year the document was published 
- A four-digit publication number. 

 
If you know the number of the publication you’re looking for, search for either the entire 
publication number or the last part of the string (4619 in the example above). 



NREL Publications Database User Guide 

9 

Start and end date 
The Advanced Search section allows you to search a publication date range. Please note that 
results tend to improve when searching within specific years instead of specific days. For more 
exact ranges, including quarterly or annual metrics, contact Publication Services for assistance. 

 

Search for a specific center’s publications 
To locate publications authored or co-authored by a certain center, select producing center from 
the advanced search dropdown and enter the center number in the search field. 

Metrics and reports 
If you need specialized metrics data, please contact Publication Services for assistance. 

mailto:pubsvc@nrel.gov
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Search Example 

 

Searching by Solar, using Simple Search, the above results are given. 

 

RSS – view feed of news topics related to your search. 
Save query – save your search query by clicking here. Access 
saved queries by clicking My Account in upper right, then 
choosing Queries tab. Note: you must be logged in to save 
queries. 
Add page to e-Shelf – click here to add all results either 
temporarily or login and save it permanently to “e-Shelf” in 
top right corner. OR click on star for single publication, and 
the record will be saved automatically in the e-Shelf. Access 
saved results in e-Shelf at top right corner. 

 
Search results 

 

Show only 
Full Text Online: Limit to electronic or online only listing 
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Sort by 
Click Sorted by for additional list sorting options: 

 

• Relevance 
• Date-newest 
• Popularity 
• Author  
• Title  

 
Publication record 
Click the publication title, publication icon, View Online, or Link to Resource to download 
publication. 

 

Detailed view 
Click Details for information such as title, author, subjects, description (abstract), creation 
(publication) date, format (pages), and source. 

Authors (including non-NREL co-authors’ affiliations) and subjects are clickable: locate other 
publications with those attributes by clicking them. 
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Actions 
Click Actions at right to view drop-down of these options: 

 

• Add to e-Shelf – login to add to your e-
Shelf  

• E-mail – email this citation 
• Print – print record 
• Permalink – generate a permanent 

URL link for this record 

 
Check holdings 
This means the publication may not be readily available online. Contact the library for a copy 
at 303-275-4215 or library@nrel.gov.  

 
  

mailto:library@nrel.gov
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Using e-Shelf 

 

e-Shelf allows you to save and organize items that you find during your session. To access e-
Shelf, click the e-Shelf link at the top of the page. 

Saving items to e-Shelf 
When you select the Star icon for an item in the search results, the system highlights the icon 
and adds the item to the Basket folder in e-Shelf. You must sign in to save items in e-
Shelf for future sessions. 

Removing items from e-Shelf 
To remove an item and all of its copies in the various folders in e-Shelf, select the 
highlighted Star icon next to the item in the search results. If you do not want to delete all copies 
of an item in e-Shelf, you must remove each copy directly from e-Shelf.  

Viewing items saved in e-Shelf 
To view items that are saved in e-Shelf, click the e-Shelf link at the top of the page. From the list 
of items, click the item that you want to display. 
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Managing folders 
From the e-Shelf tab, you can perform the following operations on folders: 

Button Description 

 

Create folder – add a new folder under the selected folder. 

 

Rename folder – rename the selected folder. 

 

Copy folder – copy the selected folder into memory. The original folder will not be 
changed or deleted. 

 

Paste folder – paste the last folder placed into memory into the selected folder. 

 

Delete folder – delete the selected folder from basket. 

 
Managing Items 
From the e-Shelf tab, you can perform the following operations on items: 

Button Description 

 

Cut items – cut the selected items and to place them into memory. 

 

Copy items – copy the selected items into memory. 

 

Paste item – paste the last items placed into memory into the current folder. 

 

Delete items – delete the selected items. 

 email Email items – email the selected items. 

Print Print items – print the selected items. 

 

Save items – select an option (such as Push to EasyBib) from the Save pull-down 
list and then click this button to save the selected items. 

 

Add note – add a note to an item. 

 

Modify note – modify an item's note. 
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Why Should I Sign In? 
When you sign into the Publications Database, you are able to do the following: 

• Set preferences for your current and future sessions. You can set your preferences to 
reflect the way you usually search, and save them for future sessions.  

• Permanently add items you found and queries you submitted. Save publications to 
your e-Shelf and save results queries for future use. 

• Set alerts for your queries. You can set a query to become an alert, that is, to run 
automatically and send you email notifications once it locates new items answering your 
search criteria. 

• Use library services. You can benefit from library services such as requesting or 
recalling items. 

Why Should I Sign Out? 
You should sign out so that your searches remain private and your personal settings and account 
are not tampered with by anyone. 

Personal Settings 
My Account enables you to view the contents of your e-Shelf, saved queries, and personal 
account settings. 

You can tailor the user interface so that it reflects the way you usually search. For example, you 
can specify the default language, the maximum numbers of search results per page, your default  
email address, and your cell phone number. To set your preferences, click the Personal Settings 
option on the left side of My Account. Note: To keep your settings for future sessions, you must 
sign in and save your preferences.  
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Contact 
For questions or help with the NREL Publications Database, contact Publication Services. 

publications@nrel.gov 

 

mailto:publications@nrel.gov
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