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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS (CX) TYPES OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL CXs
f BLM
Action that the agency or Congress has determined does not have a significant effect R
y 0BG  Geothermal _ ORG _ Geothermal _Geothermal
on the quality of the human environment (individually or cumulatively). ADMINISTRATIVE CXs STATUTORY CXs
Agency Activities
The ability to apply a CX to a particular project may be limited by an agency-defined list Land use_Planning ElS EIS
of extraordinary circumstances. Created By BLM Rulemaking Legislative Process L easing EA/DNA A
Geophysical Exploration (including TGWs)
Description Specific activities that federal agencies have Specific activities identified by Congress to not have NoneW "Tdsf S o - ij C:(‘
identified that, based on past experience, do not a significant effect on the environment Uptotmile of new roads EA/DNA 54 OF/EA
EXTRAO RD| NARY C| RCU M STAN CES ( EC) have a significant effect on the environment orlling Permits (nto the reservoir)
Explor ation wells o EA/DNA o CX/EA CXVEA
Definition Set of federal agency criteria/resource impacts which can limit Development wells o EA/DNA o EA/DNA? EA
the use of CXs (varies by agency). Notes Must establish an administrative record and Can apply to multiple agencies (depending on Infill wells o EA/DNA o EA/DNA” o
Requirements Usually requires some level of nexus between the resource and co¢pl§te fUlSmakingiprocessiiglestablishinewion statutory language)
the activity (i.e., BLM requires a “significant impact”), and the revised CX Other Activities
inability to modify the activity to avoid the impact. 0 ff-lease pipeline cx2 EA/DNA o EA/EIS
Example Cultural/historical site and endangered species/habitat. Utiliz ation/Operation EAJEIS EA/EIS X EAfEIS ot
. Example DOE CX for infill wells EPAct of 2005; § 390 Minor maintenance o EA/EIS o EA/EIS o
Effect Can require the (for oil, gas, and geothermal) (oil and gas)
completion of an EA or TR
EIS even if a CX applies
to the proposed activity.
prop ¥ Each agency would have to: Each chamber of Congress would have to: POTENTlAL FOR ESTABL|SHING A CX

Application Administrative CX:
ECs always apply.

v" develop the same CX, and v’ pass bill I:OR EXPLORATION DRILLING

v' complete rulemaking process separately (each

must develop their own justification for the CX) President would have to:
Statutory CX: v sign bil, o
Can vary based Could complete concurrently and independently or 7 res’s Ty Sy G S Primary Research Required Review previous activities with similar class of actions to see
on statute. sequentially and rely on the first agency’s 8 for Establishing New CX whether the actions have significant environmental effects

Fort Cralg —
Historic Site, New M
Courtesy: BLM New

justification for the CX when creating its own two-thirds majority vote in both chambers

administrative record through “benchmarking”

CX would apply equally to all agencies included in the NREL Research:

statute 1. Searched NEPA Database and produced 20 exploration drilling-related activities

2003 N E PA TASK FO RC E RE PO RT -Irfluded a wide range of exploration drilling activities

TGHs, observation wells, full-sized exploration wells

to the Council on Environmental Quahty (CEQ) Advantages «Provides each agency with more control when «Provides consistency among agencies without the v Development of well pads and access roads
applying the CX need for agency coordination in drafting . .

Highlighted Findings for CXs \ * Allows each agency to apply agency procedures for * Could allow extraordinary circumstances 2. Reviewed EA and related FONSI documents (when available)
extraordinary circumstances *All 20 EAs resulted in FONSIs

* Some federal agencies perceived CXs as difficult to develop and revise, which s *All included some level of agency required mitigation
resulted in federal agencies continuing to prepare EAs where a CX was sufficient.

* Most agencies use information from past actions to determine whether a CX is

appropriate. Challenges * Coordination between agencies * Limits agency control
*Revisions to address public comments « Legislative process is subject to prevailing political
* Most agen.cies sﬁated thatan adequa.te l?asis for developing a new CX was based on Q + Time-consuming if completed sequentially climate
all past actions in the category resulting in a FONSI. May be difficult to pass

* “Improving and modernizing categorical exclusions should be addressed through

Potential for repeal
both immediate and long-term actions.”

GEOTHERMAL CX TIMELINE

Geothermal Resources” is added back EPAct of 2005 § 390
Important Milestones for BLM Oil, Gas, and Geothermal CXs in to the 1992 CX list allows CXs for oil and gas

s/pas ce. g
ss 3 feet) =
— s 563,500
Lo IR . S— Labeled as an "administrative 2,50

. Relative! ch resource

error tonot include Original bill includes "domestic tended to rea R
BLM and portions of Mineral DOl publishes geothermal in 1992 list. Federal energy source" with 4 CXs notiy < gmaller than 100 x 10!
Management Services onshore a new list of CXs applying to geothermal; final version « Well pads _ruction
heitionlieles BLM internal discussions to expand o aadles
Reduces number of CXs from 41 to 6. 1992 CX list. Revision of 1992 BLM CXs applicable
List of CXs no longer applies to to oil, gas, and geothermal lost

geothermal. ) . . momentum at BLM.
Discussions include expansions to CXs

| for oil, gas, and geothermal. I FOR MORE INFORMATION

I Levine, Aaron and Katherine R. Young, Geothermal Development and the Use of Categorical

I“ i "“ i“l Exclusions Under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, Geothermal Resource

Council, Transactions, Volume 38

[~
»
itoring wellsand

‘The information contained in this poster s subject to a government license.
Geothermal Resources Council

Oregon Convention Center - Portland, Oregon

‘September 28 - October 1, 2014

NREL/PO-6A20-62625




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




