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20th NREL Industry Growth Forum


“Financing the Path to a Clean Energy Future”



Denver, Colorado ∙ November 6-8, 2007


Tuesday AM, November 6
NREL Technology Day
Moving the Next Generation of Technologies into the Investment Pipeline
Join us for NREL’s Annual Technology Day as it kicks off the 20th NREL Industry Growth Forum. NREL Technology Day is your opportunity to engage with NREL Senior Managers and learn about the next generation of renewable energy technologies moving into the marketplace. The purpose of the NREL Technology Day is to: 

· Provide NREL perspectives on technology trends and technologies to watch in ’08

· Showcase NREL’s cutting-edge research 

· Encourage dialog and networking between NREL researchers, entrepreneurs, and investors 

· Look for collaborative and partnership opportunities

7:00

Continental Breakfast and Registration
8:00

solar – What’s Next for Solar Technology? 

               John Benner, NREL, Group Manager, Electronic Materials and Devices

8:40

Biomass – Breakthroughs Occurring in Surprising Areas: New Technologies to Watch
               Matt Ringer, NREL, Senior Chemical Engineer

9:20

Basic Sciences – New Foundations for Clean Energy Technologies
               Garry Rumbles, NREL, Group Manager and Principal Scientist

10:00
Break


10:15
Wind – Next Generation Wind Turbines–The Big and the Small
Walt Musial, NREL, Senior Engineer
10:55
Analysis Center – Insights into Clean Energy Markets–Strategic Energy Analysis
Doug Arent, NREL, Director, Strategic Energy Analysis & Applications Center
11:30
Lunch on your own


Tuesday PM, November 6

Topical Special Presentations

Financing the Path to a Clean Energy Technology Cluster

Place still matters. Most successful industries trace their advantage to industry clusters that concentrate specialized skills, knowledge, institutions, rivals, and related businesses in one region. The State of Colorado would like to be that region for the new clean energy economy. Our keynote speaker and panelists will explore the technology cluster model and add their personal insights and goals.
“This role of location has been long overlooked, despite striking evidence that innovation and competitive success in so many fields are geographically concentrated.”





                                                                  -Michael Porter 
12:30
Keynote address – “Building a Clean Energy Technology Cluster: Venture Capital Insights from Silicon Valley.” John Denniston, Senior Partner, Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers 

Panel Discussion Sessions
1:15
clean energy tech cluster and the Colorado economy panel – Moderated by Jeffrey Nathanson, local investor, entrepreneur, and co-creator of the Colorado Clean Tech Initiative. Panelists: Tom Plant, Governor’s Energy Office; Don Elliman, Director, Colorado’s Office of Economic Development; and John Denniston, Partner, Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers.  

2:00
evolving public sector financing approaches panel – Moderated by Andy Karsner (invited), DOE Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. Panelists: C. Michael Forgione, Vice President, International Business Development of EXIM Bank; Himesh Dhungel, Millennium Challenge Corp.; and Dennis Chrisbaum, Regional Manager, International Trade Program, U.S. Small Business Administration/U.S. Export Assistance Center. New developments in public sector financing will be the focus of the discussion.

2:45
break
3:00
panel discussion: alternate exit strategies – preparing for what’s ahead – Sandford W. Rothe, Managing Partner of Deloitte Services, will moderate an interactive session with Bill Shaw of NASDAQ, Tim Keating of Keating Investments, Marc van den Berg of Venture Partner of Vantage Point Partners, and Sanjeev Chaurasia of Credit-Suisse.
Tuesday PM, November 6
Topical Special Presentations – Cont’d

4:00   
Panel Discussion: Current Trends in investment banking in clean energy – Moderated by John McKenna of Hamilton Clark. Panelists include: John Book of Thomas Weisel Partners, Robert Kilcullen of Cowen & Co., and Greg Wasserman of Goldman Sachs. 

The discussion will include both the role of the investment bank as a private equity investor as well as an arranger of debt and equity capital. Questions to be addressed include:

1. What is the framework by which your institution approaches the clean energy sector as either an investor, a lender, and/or advisor (e.g., technology driven, management team driven, etc.)?

2. What sectors are attracting capital in today's market and why?

3. What are the metrics being used to value companies in the clean energy sector and have these valuations held up in the aftermarket (or in follow-on capital raising rounds)?

4. Have the recent sub-prime mortgage market issues had an impact on liquidity for the sector?

5. How will potential regulatory changes related to carbon and climate change impact the ability of companies to attract capital in the future?

6. Discuss the types of transactions that your institution has been involved in recently or an example of a unique or noteworthy financing mechanism.
5:30
Forum Presenters Session (for Business Case Presenters Only) – “Forum Logistics and Presentation Tips.” This session will provide helpful logistical information and presentation hints to forum presenters. Topics will range from the strategic errors to avoid while addressing panelists, including helpful tips on following-up with investors, to the details of loading and operating PowerPoint presentations, availability of podiums, and clock/timer procedures.

6:30
Welcome Reception – Sponsored by Battelle Ventures – Don’t miss our kick-off reception with Ms. Kef Kasdin, who will welcome participants and introduce our guest speaker, Denver Mayor John W. Hickenlooper, who will share perspectives on clean energy advancement and investing in the City and County of Denver. NREL Forum Chair, Marty Murphy, will also introduce our 2007 Investor Panel. Join us for a casual reception with hors d'oeuvres and mingle with investors, entrepreneurs, and energy executives.
Wednesday, November 7
7:00
Continental Breakfast and Registration
7:30
Forum Panelists Session: Logistics Briefing – L. Marty Murphy, Forum Chairman and NREL Manager of the Enterprise Development Program, logistical information for panelists
8:00
Opening Remarks and Logistics – L. Marty Murphy, Forum Chairman and Manager of the NREL Enterprise Development Program, context information for the Forum process and what’s ahead
8:15
Welcome to Denver and to NREL – Bobi Garrett, Associate Director of Renewable Electricity Science & Technology
8:25
Department of Energy Welcome and Federal Perspectives – Paul Dickerson, Chief Operating Officer, Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

8:45
Company Presentations

Silicon Valley Solar


GreenVolts


Infinite Power Solutions

10:00
Break

10:15
Company Presentations


Planar Energy Devices


Prism Solar Technologies


Soliant Energy

11:30
Luncheon and panel discussion – Sponsored by nasdaq
“Novel Approaches to Financing the Clean Energy Technology Revolution.” Alison Freeman-Gleason of Heller Ehrman, will moderate. Panelists include: Larry Fenster, a Colorado Angel Investor and serial entrepreneur, David Benson of Stoel Rives, LLP, Federico Peña of Vestar Capital Partners, and Bob O’Connor of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich and Rosati. The panel will discuss both traditional and non-traditional sources of capital for emerging energy technology companies, including PIPES. These discussions will be complemented with a case study of a successful Colorado business, Blue Sun Biodiesel. Blue Sun will discuss its business formation and capital-raising successes and its financing needs as context for these discussions.

1:30
Company Presentations


The Wind Turbine Company


Incitor


Solix Biofuels
Wednesday, November 7
2:45
Break
3:00
Company Presentations


EdenSpace

3:30
Keynote: The Colorado Context: Governor Bill Ritter – (invited) Governor Ritter’s vision for a Colorado CleanTech Cluster 

4:15
Company Presentations


Ribbon Technology International


CaliSolar


Wakonda Technologies

5:30
Networking  reception – Sponsored by NASDAQ – Join us for a casual reception with hors d'oeuvres and mingle with investors, entrepreneurs, and energy executives.
Thursday, November 8
7:00
Continental Breakfast and Registration

7:30
Forum Panelists Session:  Logistics Briefing – L. Marty Murphy, Forum Chairman and NREL Manager of the Enterprise Development Program, will provide logistical information for panelists.

8:00
Company Presentations – Group A

Aerocity


ChromoGenics


GeoEnergy Enterprises


Albeo Technologies

8:00
Company Presentations – Group B


SunFund


Gamma Solar


Bandgap Engineering


C5-6 Technologies

9:40
Break

9:55
Company Presentations – Group A


Apex Construction Systems


PES, Inc.


Porous Power Technologies


Custom Electronics


General Compression

Thursday, November 8
9:55
Company Presentations – Group B


Diversified Energy


Naturally Renewable Group


Akermin


Ocean Renewable Power Company


Vortex Hydro Energy
12:00
Awards Luncheon With Special Guest Speakers – Sponsored by Xcel Energy– Join us in honoring the winners of the Clean Energy Entrepreneur of the Year Competition sponsored by Xcel Energy. Winners will be announced by Xcel Energy at the luncheon.


Hank Habicht, partner at Sail Ventures and former Deputy Administrator of the EPA, and Ron Hart, internationally recognized scientist and scholar will jointly discuss, “Key Success Factors for Growing a Clean Tech Cluster – from a Public Policy Perspective.” Messrs. Habicht and Hart, who have extensive experience in government, academia, and the private sector, will tag-team and share their insights on this topic.

2:30
Special Presentation – Overview of the Financial Food Chain and Key Drivers – This presentation will tie together many of the key financial elements discussed earlier in the Forum. David Edwards of Morgan Stanley will describe the drivers affecting the financial industry, and key investment theses from an investor’s point of view.

3:15
Special Presentation – The landmark ASES Report – “Tackling Climate Change in the U.S.” Dr. Chuck Kutscher will discuss his detailed report.

4:00
Adjourn
A special thank you from NREL to all Sponsors, Investors, Entrepreneurs, and other professionals for giving so generously OF their time and insights to make this event A Success.

