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  Solar Energy Campaign  
Create a Clean and Stable Energy Future with Solar Electricity and Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicles


The Solar Energy Campaign is a nonprofit organization building public support for non-polluting, renewable energy programs.  The Solar Energy Campaign is working for two objectives: 1) to get New York State to adopt a comprehensive hydrogen gas distribution and fuel cell vehicle program; and 2) to get LIPA to implement a solar electricity program designed to reduce LIPA’s total electricity generating capacity from fossil fuels by 10%.  With these energy technologies we can end our dependence on foreign oil and clean the air we breathe.

The first objective is to get New York State to implement a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle program modeled after the California hydrogen vehicle program (www.hydrogenhighway.ca.gov).  Fuel cell vehicles are in the pre-mass production stage of development and are being introduced to the fleet vehicle market in California.  California cannot do the job alone, New York and other states need to implement plans for hydrogen production and distribution systems.


Solar electricity will play an important role in the production of non-polluting hydrogen gas to power fuel cell vehicles and metro-buses.  The best source of hydrogen gas is water.  The hydrogen can be extracted from water by electrolysis plants using solar electricity.  Solar electrolysis plants will be built in the high-sun southwest U.S. and pipelines will distribute the hydrogen gas across the country.  A visual description of solar hydrogen production by electrolysis and fuel cells is at the internet site: www.humboldt.edu/~serc.  The Solar Energy Campaign has documented the proto-type solar plant installation to produce hydrogen gas by electrolysis of water (the study has been published in the international journal Progress in Photovoltaics and can be viewed at the internet site – www.greenwatts.com/press/article.html.  The pump price of hydrogen to run fuel cell vehicles will be equivalent to a gasoline price of $2.30 per gallon.  

The second objective is to get the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) to implement a solar electricity program designed to produce 10% of LIPA’s electricity.  Solar electricity makes economic sense because it is an excellent source of peak demand electricity (11am-5pm) on Long Island, which is the most expensive electricity for LIPA to provide.  To maximize the benefits of solar electricity, LIPA needs to target large commercial and industrial facilities for solar installations.  Commercial and industrial facilities account for a majority of the daytime electricity demand.  By using solar electricity, LIPA can reduce the amount of electricity produced by large power plants and reduce their operating expenses.  
Great News!  LIPA now has a Green Choice Program, which enables LIPA’s customers to purchase electricity generated with non-polluting, renewable energy sources (www.lipower.org).  By paying a small monthly premium each month in your electric bill, you are able to support the growth of electricity generated with clean renewable energy.

Please Help by Taking the Time to Write a Brief Note to Governor Pataki:

**  Governor Pataki support the adoption of a New York State Fuel Cell Vehicle program and bring zero emission fuel cell vehicles and fuel cell buses to New York.  Use your influence to bring together automotive, energy, fleet vehicle operators, public officials, and community representatives to develop a five year plan for hydrogen gas refueling stations throughout New York so that fuel cell vehicles can be introduced to the general public by 2010.
      Address your letter to:  Governor George Pataki, State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224

      or E-mail:  Go to Governor’s site – www.state.ny.us/governor - and fill out Contact Governor form.

For More Information Contact:tc "For More Information Contact\:"
Solar Energy Campaign – (516) 694-0759
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