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NCPV Hotline – September 2012 
Week of 9/1/12 through 9/9/12 

 
 
About the NCPV Hotline 
 
The National Center for Photovoltaics (NCPV), the National Renewable Energy Laboratory's (NREL's) 
center for PV research maintains an international communications system called the NCPV Hotline. The 
Hotline increases knowledge and awareness of PV industry and research happenings. Hotline 
participants receive important news items via email related to PV activities around the world. The contents 
have been relatively uncensored, because we depend on the good judgment of the contributors to 
separate fact from rumor. 
 
Related Links 
Current and Archived NCPV Hotline Issues  
Disclaimer  
 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe 
Send email to Carol Riordan at NREL including your name, organization, and e-mail address 
 
 
Daily News Items 
 
September 4, 2012 
 
NOTE:  The NCPV Hotline was off line on September 3 for the Labor Day Holiday 
 
See coverage of: 
 
S.A.G. Solarstrom purchase of 26 MWp of modules from Suntech primarily for projects under construction 
in Germany  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/order_focus_s.a.g._solarstrom_to_use_26mwp_of_modules_from_suntech 
http://www.solarstromag.com/en/ 
http://eu.suntech-power.com/ 
 
Obsidian Finance Group and Smart Energy Capital development of the 5-MW Outback solar array in 
Oregon  
http://www.sustainablebusinessoregon.com/articles/2012/08/oregons-largest-solar-array-now-under.html 
http://www.obsidianfinance.com/ 
http://smartenergycapital.com/  
 
Inpex Corp building a 2 MW PV plant in Niigata Prefecture, Japan  
http://www.power-eng.com/news/2012/08/30/inpex-to-build-large-solar-plant-in-niigata.html 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/inpex_enters_solar_market_with_proposed_2mw_solar_park 
http://www.inpex.co.jp/english/index.html 
 
China Sunergy plans for production in Europe and the US  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/china_sunergy_planning_production_in_europe_and_us 
http://www.chinasunergy.com/en/ 
 
SolarCity expansion in Arizona 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120831005731/en/SolarCity-Expands-Clean-Energy-
Services-Arizona-Operations 
http://www.solarcity.com/ 
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Trina Solar expansion into Latin America  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/trina-solar-expands-into-chile_100008288/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/trina_solar_sets_latin_america_base_in_santiago_chile 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/trina-solar-expands-into-latin-america-168440896.html 
http://www.trinasolar.com/us/ 
 
Suntech Power, Hanwha SolarOne, and the University of New South Wales’ School of Photovoltaics and 
Renewable Energy Engineering collaborative research agreement to improve the efficiency of first-
generation silicon solar cells 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5598:suntech-hanwha-
partner-on-processing-technology&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/cxu9gyl 
http://am.suntech-power.com/  
http://www.hanwha-solarone.com/en  
http://www.pv.unsw.edu.au/ 
 
International Capital Alliance (ICA) Group, in partnership with International Solar Electric Technology, 
exploring investment opportunities in Turkey, PV panel production 
http://www.balkans.com/open-news.php?uniquenumber=155438 
http://www.isetinc.com/ 
 
Solar Decathlon Europe 2012, Madrid 
http://www.sdeurope.org/?lang=en 
http://www.sdeurope.org/?page_id=200&lang=en 
 
Solar Decathlon 2013 teams 
http://energy.gov/articles/shedding-light-solar-decathlon-2013-teams 
http://www.solardecathlon.gov/ 
 
Increase in PV applications for installations in Chile  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/chile--sharp-increase-pv-applications_100008274/ 
 
PV market in Tunisia, pv magazine’s interview with Khaled Nasraoui, co-founder and Deputy CEO of 
Aurasol  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/interview--export-driven-pv-plans-for-
tunisia_100008275/ 
http://www.aurasol-pv.com/en/overview.php 
 
PV market in Greece, regulation changes 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/resources/analyst-insights/pv-regulation-changes-in-greece-what-is-the-
immediate-impact 
 
PV capacity in Greece 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/greece_connects_75mw_of_pv_capacity_in_july 
 
Germany’s addition of a total of 4.9 GW in PV installations from the beginning of the current year to 31 
July  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany--nearly-5-gw-by-the-end-of-july_100008282/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/germany_installs_543mw_of_pv_in_july 
 
PV production in Germany 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5595:pv-production-in-
germany&catid=63:business-features&Itemid=242 or http://tinyurl.com/c82pvqh 
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FIT in Victoria, Australia 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/australia--victoria-cuts-fit_100008277/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/australian_state_victoria_to_introduce_new_feed_in_tariff_for_rooftop_pv 
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/4763-new-feed-in-tariff-to-deliver-vcec-
recommendations-.html 
 
Bulgaria’s tariffs for new solar installations 
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/09/04/bulgaria-solar-idINL6E8K4C6M20120904 
 
Italy’s photovoltaic counter 
http://www.gse.it/en/Pages/default.aspx (scroll down) 
 
Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency’s information on the status of projects under the National 
Solar Mission, and plant load factor data for participating plants  
http://www.solarserver.com/solar-magazine/solar-news/current/2012/kw36/indian-renewable-energy-
development-agency-257-mw-commissioned-under-national-solar-mission.html or 
http://tinyurl.com/cmrrj2c 
 
Karnataka solar energy target of 200 MW, India 
http://www.dnaindia.com/bangalore/report_karnataka-sets-solar-energy-target-at-200mw_1736447 
 
Ascent Solar Technologies partnership with Silent Falcon UAS Technologies and Bye Aerospace to 
provide CIGS PV for the Silent Falcon(TM) unmanned aerial system 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120904005377/en/Ascent-Solar-Partners-Silent-Falcon™-
UAS-Technologies 
http://www.ascentsolar.com/ 
http://www.silentfalconuas.com/ 
http://byeaerospace.com/ 
 
Motech Americas modules approved by the Greenday and Kilowatt funds that offer residential financing 
products through Clean Power Finance’s marketplace  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/motech-americas-modules-approved-by-funds-working-with-
clean-power-finance-168440806.html or http://tinyurl.com/bp4rvsr  
http://www.motechsolar.com/  
http://www.cleanpowerfinance.com/ 
 
QBotix dual-axis tracking system employing robots to dynamically operate solar power plants and 
maximize energy output, investors  
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Qbotix-Brings-Robots-to-the-Solar-Farm/ 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-04/qbotix-sees-tiny-robots-reducing-solar-costs-boosting-
output.html 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/toddwoody/2012/09/04/can-solar-robots-cut-the-cost-of-renewable-energy/ 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/qbotix-unveils-qts-a-revolutionary-system-for-reducing-the-
cost-of-solar-power-with-mobile-robots-168435916.html or http://tinyurl.com/bmyfmf3 
http://www.Qbotix.com/ 
 
CPV trackers 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/09/focus-on-cpv-trackers 
 
7th annual “Analysis of Worldwide Markets for Solar Products and Five-Year Application Forecast” 
released by Navigant  
http://www.pikeresearch.com/newsroom/despite-continued-growth-low-prices-for-pv-technology-are-
hampering-the-maturation-of-the-solar-power-industry or http://tinyurl.com/coev6q8 
http://www.pikeresearch.com/research/analysis-of-worldwide-markets-for-solar-products-five-year-
application-forecast-20112012 
http://www.navigant.com/investor_relations/press_releases/ 
http://www.navigant.com/industries/energy/renewable_energy/ 
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Global PV monitoring, part II, at Greentech Media  
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/global-pv-monitoring-uncovering-the-markets-value-true-
leaders-part-ii/ 
 
Electrical storage with PV, PV system values 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/08/electrical-storage-for-solar-energy-now-
part-1 
 
September issue of GTM Research’s PVNews [subscription] with coverage of the global PV monitoring 
industry; North American, European, Asian and global news digests; c-Si vs. CdTe cost and margin 
comparison; FIT tracker; SREC tracker; utility-scale project pipeline and large-scale project tracker; PV 
supply sales agreement tracker; and more  
http://www.greentechmedia.com/research/pv-news 
 
Access to Mercom Capital’s Solar Energy Market Intelligence reports 
http://www.mercomcapital.com/market_intelligence.php 
 
New postings at The Bridge to India Blog  
http://bridgetoindia.com/blog/ 
 
New postings at CleanTechnica 
http://cleantechnica.com/category/alternative-energy/clean-solar-energy/ 
 
New postings at Gunther Portfolio 
http://guntherportfolio.com/ 
 
PV-Tech Newscast – August 31 
http://www.pv-tech.org/newscast_videos/pv_tech_newscast_august_31_2012 
 
China and Germany talks to avoid EU-Sino PV trade wars  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany-called-to-help-avoid-eu-sino-trade-
war_100008286/ 
 
“Photovoltaics:  The achievements – what next?” 
http://www.sonnenseite.com/Renewable+Energies,Photovoltaics-+The+achievements+-
+what+next,60,a23174.html 
 
New book, “Rooftop Revolution:  How Solar Power Can Save Our Economy – and Our Planet – from Dirty 
Energy” 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/award-winning-clean-tech-entrepreneur-debuts-book-
establishing-solar-power-as-our-nations-biggest-untold-economic-story-168435896.html or 
http://tinyurl.com/ck2yw5h  
http://rooftoprevolution.tumblr.com/ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/12/magazine/the-secret-to-solar-power.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all 
(author) 
 
Clean Edge’s book, “Clean Tech Nation” 
http://cleanedge.com/clean-tech-nation 
 
2012 Solar Jobs Census, survey 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5594:2012-us-solar-jobs-
census&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/cn9mz6v 
http://thesolarfoundation.org/home/rich-history-bright-future 
 
ClearSky Advisors free webinar, “Understanding the PV Equipment Buyer”, 5 September 
http://www.clearskyadvisors.com/events/ 
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SEIA webinar on 5 September, “Cost Basis for the ITC and 1603 Applications” 
http://www.seia.org/events/cost-basis-itc-1603-applications 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/solar-energy-industries-association-
1842/news/article/2012/09/seia-sheds-light-on-tax-treatment-of-solar-financing or 
http://tinyurl.com/d3dnzzy 
 
ENERGY FORUM on Solar Building Skins, 6-7 December, Bressanone, Italy  
http://www.energy-forum.com/ 
 
Access to ENF’s newsletter, including PV companies, jobs, and events as well as price charts and top 10 
market share and manufacturers data  
http://www.enfsolar.com/newsletter/ 
http://www.enfsolar.com/ 
  
CEC business meeting, including consideration of adoption of revisions to the New Solar Homes 
Partnership Guidebook, Fifth Edition, 12 September  
http://www.gosolarcalifornia.ca.gov/about/nshp.php 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/webcast/ 
 
22nd World Energy Congress 2013, 13-17 October in Daegu, Korea 
http://www.daegu2013.kr/eng/index.do 
 
^^^^^^ 
 
In related solar news… 
 
CSP Today’s weekly intelligence brief 
http://social.csptoday.com/markets/weekly-intelligence-brief-aug-27-–-sep-2 
 
Local content of CSP plants – benefits for emerging markets  
http://social.csptoday.com/markets/local-content-csp-plants-benefits-emerging-markets 
 
Launch of the CSP Today Global Tracker 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/first-conferences/news/article/2012/09/online-access-
to-global-csp-projects-and-market-data-unveiled-by-csp-today or http://tinyurl.com/c2xr89v 
 
 
September 5, 2012 
 
See coverage of: 
 
Silevo’s greater than 21% conversion efficiency of its Triex(TM) solar technology at its high-volume 
manufacturing facility  
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905005579/en/Silevo-Ramps-High-Volume-
Manufacturing-21-Percent 
http://www.technologyreview.com/view/429099/hybrid-solar-cell-hits-high-efficiency/ 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Can-Silevo-Compete-in-the-High-Performance-Solar-Panel-
Race/ 
http://silevosolar.com/ 
 
TSMC CIGS thin-film modules with efficiencies reaching 14.2%  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/tsmc-rolls-out-142-cigs-modules_100008293/ 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tsmc-solar-achieves-142-efficient-cigs-module-
168578206.html 
http://www.tsmc-solar.com/home 
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http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/first-conferences/news/article/2012/09/online-access-to-global-csp-projects-and-market-data-unveiled-by-csp-today�
http://tinyurl.com/c2xr89v�
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905005579/en/Silevo-Ramps-High-Volume-Manufacturing-21-Percent�
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905005579/en/Silevo-Ramps-High-Volume-Manufacturing-21-Percent�
http://www.technologyreview.com/view/429099/hybrid-solar-cell-hits-high-efficiency/�
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Can-Silevo-Compete-in-the-High-Performance-Solar-Panel-Race/�
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Can-Silevo-Compete-in-the-High-Performance-Solar-Panel-Race/�
http://silevosolar.com/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/tsmc-rolls-out-142-cigs-modules_100008293/�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tsmc-solar-achieves-142-efficient-cigs-module-168578206.html�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tsmc-solar-achieves-142-efficient-cigs-module-168578206.html�
http://www.tsmc-solar.com/home�
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Solar3D fabrication and operation of a working 3-dimensional silicon solar cell 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905005239/en/Solar3D-Unveils-Working-Prototype 
http://www.solar3d.com/news.php 
http://www.solar3d.com/ 
 
Fotowatio Renewable Ventures’, backed by investor Denham Capital Management, 20 MW project near 
Australia’s capital  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-05/fotowatio-plans-to-build-australia-s-largest-solar-power-
project.html 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/australia--frv-wins-20-mw-pv-project-bid_100008347/ 
http://www.frv.com/ 
 
Karnataka development of an up to 500 MW solar park near Mannur village in Bijapur district, India 
http://www.dnaindia.com/bangalore/report_bijapur-village-to-get-500mw-solar-park_1736148 
 
Canadian Solar and EPC contractor Mortenson Construction groundbreaking on a 2.5 MW solar 
installation in Laurinburg, North Carolina  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/canadian_solar_breaks_ground_on_2.5mw_pv_plant_in_north_carolina 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/canadian-solar-us-projects-team-breaks-ground-on-25mw-
solar-plant-in-north-carolina-168588786.html or http://tinyurl.com/cmnhkha  
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=196781&p=irol-news 
http://www.canadiansolar.com/ 
 
Chevron Energy Solutions’ completion of a 2.7 MW solar and energy efficiency program at Jurupa Unified 
School District in California  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/jurupa-unified-school-district-to-save-more-than-34-million-
with-solar-and-energy-upgrades-168598556.html or http://tinyurl.com/8m9hfc6 
http://www.chevronenergy.com/ 
 
Martifer’s 1.5 MW solar plant in Romania  
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-09-05/martifer-completes-1-dot-5-megawatt-solar-plant-in-
romania 
http://www.martifersolar.com/en 
 
Tioga Energy completion of 2 PV systems totaling 160 kW for the Town of West Hartford, Connecticut 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905005226/en/Tioga-Energy®-Enters-Connecticut-Solar-
Market-Municipal 
http://www.tiogaenergy.com/ 
 
ABB introduction of a fully integrated solar power generation plant controller and smart grid interface as 
part of its CPV system 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5600:spi-2012-abbs-fully-
integrated-smart-grid-interface-for-solar-power&catid=54:new-products&Itemid=427 or 
http://tinyurl.com/cn5uyjv  
http://www.abb.us/cawp/seitp202/4371b2239c68895885257a6b0073cb96.aspx 
 
New CEO at SOLON Energy 
http://www.solon.com/global/press/News/detail.html?ID=744 
 
SOLON Corporation’s VP and GM of power plants discusses the company’s North American PV 
business, the financing landscape, and the impact of Microsol’s takeover of SOLON SE  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/solon--north-american-strategies--growth-prospects-
and-how-microsol-stepped-in-at-just-the-right-time_100008294/ 
http://www.solon.com/global/press/News/index.html 
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Dow Corning appointment of VP of electronic solutions business and VP of solar solutions and wind 
energy solutions  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/dow_corning_makes_two_new_appointments 
http://www.mlive.com/business/mid-michigan/index.ssf/2012/09/dow_corning_corp_names_dan_fut.html 
http://www.dowcorning.com/content/solar/ 
 
IMS Research’s “The World Market for Microinverters & Power Optimizers - 2012” 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/pv-microinverters-and-power-optimizers-set-for-
significant-growth_100008296/ 
http://tinyurl.com/96ffcam 
 
PV Evolution Labs partnership with GTM Research to introduce the PV Module Reliability Scorecard 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5602:spi-2012-pv-evolution-
labs-and-gtm-researchs-pv-scorecard&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/98n5rsl 
http://www.pvel.com/  
http://www.greentechmedia.com/research/ 
 
Advanced Energy featured at Greentech Media  
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Solar-Inverter-Maker-AE-Wins-With-Service-and-OM/ 
http://solarenergy.advanced-energy.com/ 
 
Solaria Energia y Medio Ambiente plans to downsize  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/solaria--290-jobs-to-go-as-spanish-factory-is-
downsized_100008348/ 
http://www.solariaenergia.com/EN-index/solaria-energia.html 
 
Minnesota solar panel maker Silicon Energy update 
http://www.startribune.com/business/168560566.html?refer=y 
http://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/morning_roundup/2012/09/slow-sales-hurt-mn-maker-of-solar-
panels.html 
http://www.silicon-energy.com/ 
 
California’s solar milestone, RPS, and ISO Stakeholder Symposium 5-6 September 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905005155/en/Sunny-California-America’s-1-Solar-
Producer 
http://www.caiso.com/Pages/default.aspx 
 
California solar bill defeated 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/california-solar-bill-will-not-see-the-light-of-
day_100008292/ 
 
More on China-US trade anti-dumping issues  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-05/china-speeding-u-s-solar-dumping-case-as-election-nears-
energy.html 
 
More on US DOE’s 5 new research projects to accelerate innovations that could lower the cost of PV and 
CSP technologies  
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/09/new-investments-set-to-accelerate-
breakthroughs-in-cost-competitive-solar-energy or http://tinyurl.com/8gatuvt 
 
Tax treatment of solar financing 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/guest-post-seia-sheds-light-on-tax-treatment-of-solar-
financing/ 
 
New postings at CleanTechnica 
http://cleantechnica.com/category/alternative-energy/clean-solar-energy/ 
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New postings at SolarCurator 
http://www.solarcurator.com/beta/ 
 
New postings at CleanTechies 
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/ 
 
Greentech Media talks with the CEO of Clean Power Finance 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/stat-of-the-day-2-million-per-day-into-solar-at-clean-power-
finance/ 
http://www.cleanpowerfinance.com/about-us/management-team/ 
 
Crowdfunding for community power 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/blog/post/2012/09/crowdfunding-for-community-power 
 
Climate Change and Emissions Management Corporation 2012 call for renewable energy proposals, 
expressions of interest  
http://ccemc.ca/projects  
http://ccemc.ca/process/guidelines 
http://www.ninesigma.com/viewrequest.aspx?request=68454 
http://ccemc.ca/2012/06/06/443 (June press) 
 
Ernst & Young’s latest quarterly global Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Indices 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/political-support-and-clear-policies-prove-critical-for-
renewable-energy-market-growth-168593746.html or http://tinyurl.com/9cgfofu 
http://www.ey.com/GL/en/Industries/Cleantech/Country-Attractiveness-Indices 
 
DOE SunShot Initiative “SunShot Solar Outreach Partnership Workshop:  Solar Powering Your 
Community + Regional Tours” 
http://www.icleiusa.org/training-events/sunshot-solar-outreach-partnership-workshop-solar-powering-your-
community-regional-tours 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/solar/sunshot/solarops.html 
 
DOE SunShot Initiative “Ask an Expert” 
http://www4.eere.energy.gov/solar/sunshot/resource_center/ask 
 
Senior-level speakers for EPIA events at the 27th EU PVSEC, 24-28 September in Messe Frankfurt, 
Germany  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/senior_level_speakers_confirmed_for_epia_events_at_the_27th_eu_pvsec 
http://www.photovoltaic-conference.com/ 
 
Solar Electric Power Association events 
http://www.solarelectricpower.org/events/events-home.aspx 
 
^^^^^^ 
 
In related solar news… 
 
CSP on the US East Coast 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/09/csp-aims-to-rise-in-the-east 
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September 6, 2012 
 
See coverage of: 
 
First Solar contract to supply 25 MW of modules for a project Green Infra Ltd. is developing in India 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-06/first-solar-wins-25-megawatt-supply-contract-from-green-
infra.html 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/energy/power/first-solar-partners-with-green-
infra-on-25-mw-solar-pv-power-project-in-rajasthan/articleshow/16281194.cms or 
http://tinyurl.com/8f5gh6m  
http://www.firstsolar.com/  
http://www.greeninfralimited.in/ 
 
Elecnor to build its first PV plant in the US, with a capacity of 20 MW, in Hanford, California 
http://www.elecnor.es/en/press/press/elecnor-will-build-its-first-solar-photovoltaic-power-plant-in-the-
united-states-worth-65-million-dollars-with-a-capacit or http://tinyurl.com/d2suksx 
 
Principal Solar acquisition of a 3.5 MW solar project in Andover, Massachusetts from SunGen and R&D 
Solar, developed by Talmage Solar Engineering 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905006503/en/Principal-Solar-Takes-Significant-Strides-
Build-World’s 
http://www.principalsolar.com/home.html 
 
Sparx Group to build a mega-solar power plant in Southern Japan 
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-09-06/sparx-enters-renewable-business-building-mega-solar-
power-plant 
http://www.sparxgroup.jp/press/ 
 
Sunpreme’s UL, IEC, and ISO certifications, and volume module production at its manufacturing facility in 
Jiaxing, China  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sunpreme-earns-iec-61646-iec-61730-ul-1703-and-iso-9001-
international-certifications-168739826.html or http://tinyurl.com/bneaexh  
http://www.sunpreme.com/news/ (see Recent News, Sunpreme earns international certifications) 
 
juwi expansion of business in Central and South America 
http://www.juwi.com/press_events/press/detail/juwi_expands_business_in_south_america.html 
http://www.juwi.com/press_events/press.html 
 
EC investigation into suspected dumping of solar panels by Chinese producers 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/06/us-chinasolarcos-dumping-idUSBRE8841MI20120906 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/ec-launches-chinese-anti-dumping-pv-
investigation_100008351/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/european_commission_to_start_anti_dumping_investigation 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Investigation-Starts-in-Europe-China-Solar-Trade-War/ 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/09/chinese-solar-panel-exporters-face-the-
threat-of-eu-tariffs 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/eu-prosun-applauds-launch-of-eu-investigation-into-unfair-
competition-from-chinese-solar-manufacturers-168736006.html or http://tinyurl.com/969xm47 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/suntech-responds-to-initiation-of-anti-dumping-proceedings-
by-european-commission-168744556.html 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/trina-solar-responds-to-the-european-commissions-initiation-
of-an-anti-dumping-investigation-concerning-certain-solar-energy-products-originating-in-china-
168738766.html or http://tinyurl.com/9rbeaxz  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/yingli-green-energy-calls-on-the-european-commission-to-
halt-protectionism-168713466.html 
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http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/suntech-responds-to-initiation-of-anti-dumping-proceedings-by-european-commission-168744556.html�
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http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/trina-solar-responds-to-the-european-commissions-initiation-of-an-anti-dumping-investigation-concerning-certain-solar-energy-products-originating-in-china-168738766.html�
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http://tinyurl.com/9rbeaxz�
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AU Optronics avoids EU duties with Czech plant  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-06/au-optronics-avoids-eu-duties-with-czech-plant-
hospodarske-says.html 
http://auo.com/?sn=101&lang=en-US 
 
Record-setting PV performances 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/TSMC-Ups-Efficiency-for-CIGS-Solar-Panels-Plus-Recent-
PV-Performance-Recor/ 
 
Tata Power Solar Systems strategy 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/article3858298.ece 
http://www.tatapowersolar.com/ 
 
Siliken consolidation of production operations 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120906005479/en/Siliken-Consolidates-Production-
Operations 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/siliken_consolidates_manufacturing_operations 
http://www.siliken.com/ 
 
SunWize Technologies organizational changes 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905007087/en/SunWize-Announces-Organizational-
Drive-Accelerated-Implementation-Strategic or http://tinyurl.com/ctzfa5x  
http://www.sunwize.com/ 
 
Dr. David H. Levy joins Natcore Technology as Director of Research and Technology 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/david-levy-joins-natcore-technology-as-director-of-research--
technology-168754076.html 
http://www.natcoresolar.com/ 
 
DuPont PV Solutions and Distributed Sun collaboration to focus on increasing the adoption of solar 
energy through the D-SUN Distributed Solar Network  
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/dupont_distributed_sun_partner_for_progression_of_d_sun_distributed_solar_n 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5611:spi-2012-dupont-and-
distributed-sun-collaborate-on-pv-standards&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or 
http://tinyurl.com/9uuq2g8  
http://www2.dupont.com/Photovoltaics/en_US/index.html#.UEiiZI5TOJt 
http://www.distributedsun.com/ 
http://www.distributedsun.com/dsn/distributed_solar_network/ 
 
REFUsol partnership with Ampt 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/refusol-partners-with-ampt-to-increase-solar-inverter-output-
and-cut-pv-system-costs-168697226.html or http://tinyurl.com/8lqy2vx  
http://americas.refusol.com/  
http://www.ampt.com/ 
 
Clean Power Finance unveiling the prototype of the National Solar Permitting Database, bringing down 
soft costs  
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120906005558/en/Clean-Power-Finance-Announces-
National-Solar-Permitting 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/can-solar-industry-stakeholders-cooperate-to-bring-down-
soft-costs/ 
http://www.cleanpowerfinance.com/
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Solarpraxis’ Quality for Photovoltaics conference kickoff  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/quality-for-photovoltaics--calls-for-module-transport-
improvement_100008353/ 
http://www.solarpraxis.de/en/conferences/quality-for-photovoltaics-2012/general-information/ 
 
Bill capping permitting fees for rooftop PV in California  
http://www.solarserver.com/solar-magazine/solar-news/current/2012/kw36/california-legislature-passes-
bill-capping-permitting-fees-for-rooftop-pv.html or http://tinyurl.com/9afwaev 
 
SOLON Corporation’s launch of the SOLquick(TM) Satisfaction Guarantee Program 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120906005423/en/SOLON-Leads-Solar-Industry-Unique-
Satisfaction-Guarantee 
http://www.solon.com/us/ 
 
New postings at CleanTechnica 
http://cleantechnica.com/category/alternative-energy/clean-solar-energy/ 
 
New postings at SolarCurator 
http://www.solarcurator.com/beta/ 
 
New postings at CleanTechies 
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/ 
 
Western Lands Project, Basin and Range Watch, and Solar Done Right protest of the Final Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement for Solar Energy Development in Six Southwestern States and the 
associated Proposed Resource Management Plan Amendments 
http://westernlands.org/news/item/western_lands_files_protest_against_massive_solar_development_pla
n/ 
 
IREC’s solar licensing database 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/interstate-renewable-energy-council-
1908/news/article/2012/09/looking-for-solar-licensing-information-look-no-further-than-irecs-solar-
licensing-database or http://tinyurl.com/98jhvbq  
http://www.irecusa.org/irec-programs/workforce-development/solar-licensing-database/ 
 
More on Ernst & Young’s renewable energy country attractiveness indices 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/report-u.s-slides-in-renewables-attractiveness/ 
http://www.ey.com/GL/en/Industries/Cleantech/Renewable-energy-attractiveness-indices---August-2012 
 
The Green Power Network Renewable Energy RFPs  
http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/financial/ 
 
Solar Power International, SPI ’12, 10-13 September in Orlando, Florida 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120905006682/en/Tours-Solar-Energy-Facilities-Influx-Time-
Exhibitors 
http://www.solarpowerinternational.com/2012/public/enter.aspx 
 
3rd Utility Scale PV Plant Optimization conference and exhibition, 17-18 October in San Jose, California 
http://www.pv-insider.com/optimizationusa/ 
 
CPV USA 2012, 15-16 October in San Jose, California 
http://news.pv-insider.com/concentrated-pv/cpv’s-biggest-questions-be-tackled-cpv-usa-2012 
http://www.pv-insider.com/cpv/ 
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^^^^^^ 
 
In related solar news… 
 
SolarPACES 2012, 11-14 September in Marrakech  
http://www.solarpaces2012.org/cms/ 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5614:solarpaces-2012-
sener-and-torresol-take-part&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/c3a4d3c 
 
 
September 7, 2012 
 
See coverage of: 
 
SunPower’s PPA with Pacific Gas and Electric for delivery of the 100 MWac Henrietta Solar Project in 
Kings County, California  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sunpower-and-pge-sign-contract-for-100-megawatt-henrietta-
solar-project-168896196.html 
http://us.sunpowercorp.com/ 
 
SolarWorld groundbreaking for its 25 MWdc Desert Star Solar Projects in California  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/services/press-releases/details/beitrag/solarworld-breaks-ground-on-25-
mw-desert-star-solar-projects-in-california_100008384/ 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120907005704/en/SolarWorld-Breaks-Ground-25-MW-
Desert-Star-Solar 
http://www.solarworld-usa.com/ 
 
Senersun agreement with Polish solar company Solar-Bau to supply 23 MW of PV modules 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5621:senersun-supplies-
polands-solar-bau-23mw-of-pv&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/8zocw8j 
http://senersun.com/home 
 
Malta selection of Alberta Photovoltaic Consortium for a project to install 67,000 sq m of PV systems on 
the rooftops of government buildings, Renewables and Islands Global Summit 
http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/en/newsdetails/news/national/Government-invests-20-million-in-
photovoltaic-systems-20120905 
http://www.mrra.gov.mt/news.aspx?nid=2497&type=5 
http://www.independent.com.mt/news.asp?newsitemid=150141 
 
Astrum Solar reaches over a MW of contracted capacity as the preferred installer for 6 Massachusetts 
towns in the Solarize Mass program  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/largest-residential-solar-provider-on-east-coast-to-install-a-
megawatt-of-home-solar-power-in-solarize-massachusetts-program-168779756.html or 
http://tinyurl.com/9qzuexo  
http://www.astrumsolar.com/ 
http://www.masscec.com/index.cfm/cdid/12093/pid/11159 
http://www.solarizemass.com/index.cfm/page/About-Solarize/pid/12858 
 
REC Solar installation of PV systems in Florida with a total capacity of 5 MW  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/rec_solar_installs_5mw_of_pv_capacity_in_florida 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20120906006500/en/REC-Solar-Expands-Florida-5MW-Solar-
Projects 
http://www.recsolar.com/ 
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More on Energy Smart PV projects in Estonia  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/energy-smart-plans-pv-projects-for-
estonia_100008381/ 
http://www.degerenergie.de/english/news/press-releases.html 
 
Manz AG announcement of CIGS thin film panels reaching an efficiency of 14.6% in production 
conditions  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/manz-reaches-146-cigs-panel-efficiency_100008373/ 
http://www.manz.com/media/news/cigs-erreicht-erstmals-wirkungsgrad-von-multikristallinen-modulen-416 
 
TSMC Solar and Manz CIGS efficiencies 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/cigs_hits_back_tsmc_solar_and_manz_both_tout_module_efficiency_gains 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tsmc-solar-achieves-142-efficient-cigs-module-
168578206.html 
 
Isofoton to announce the opening of its new PV manufacturing facility in Napoleon, Ohio  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/us--isofotn-to-open-ohio-manufacturing-
facility_100008380/ 
http://www.isofoton.com/ 
 
Suntech announcement of the departure of the Chief Commercial Officer  
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/suntechs_chief_commercial_officer_to_leave_regional_heads_to_report_to_ceo 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/suntech-announces-departure-of-cco-168896416.html 
http://am.suntech-power.com/ 
 
Solar panel quality, perspective 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/09/a-solar-panel-quality-manifesto 
 
Book-to-bill analysis, PV 
http://www.pv-tech.org/guest_blog/book_to_bill_analysis_to_provide_first_indication_of_pv_green_shoots 
 
Locus Energy to launch a solar forecasting service  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/locus-energy-to-launch-solar-forecasting-service--a-cutting-
edge-tool-for-grid-management-and-power-planning-168769656.html or http://tinyurl.com/9pxscno 
http://www.locusenergy.com/ 
 
Solar in India, challenges 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/india-solar-still-faces-multiple-challenges--despite-
reaching-1-gw-milestone_100008372/ 
 
US and China’s thin-film PV firms’ impact on India’s solar industry 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/The-Impact-of-U.S.-and-China-Thin-Film-PV-Firms-on-
Indias-Solar-Industry/ 
 
More on EU-China anti-dumping issue 
http://www.solarserver.com/solar-magazine/solar-news/current/2012/kw36/chinese-pv-manufacturers-
respond-to-eu-dumping-investigation.html or http://tinyurl.com/8hpto6c  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/avaaz-calls-for-petition-to-stop-chinese-solar-tariffs-in-
us-and-eu_100008374/ 
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/candian_solar_suntech_trina_solar_and_yingli_to_co_operate_with_eu_anti_dum 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/07/business/global/eu-investigates-chinese-solar-
panels.html?pagewanted=all 
http://www.americansolarmanufacturing.org/ (Coalition News)  
http://coalition4affordablesolar.org/ (Latest News) 
 

http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/energy-smart-plans-pv-projects-for-estonia_100008381/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/energy-smart-plans-pv-projects-for-estonia_100008381/�
http://www.degerenergie.de/english/news/press-releases.html�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/manz-reaches-146-cigs-panel-efficiency_100008373/�
http://www.manz.com/media/news/cigs-erreicht-erstmals-wirkungsgrad-von-multikristallinen-modulen-416�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/cigs_hits_back_tsmc_solar_and_manz_both_tout_module_efficiency_gains�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tsmc-solar-achieves-142-efficient-cigs-module-168578206.html�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tsmc-solar-achieves-142-efficient-cigs-module-168578206.html�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/us--isofotn-to-open-ohio-manufacturing-facility_100008380/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/us--isofotn-to-open-ohio-manufacturing-facility_100008380/�
http://www.isofoton.com/�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/suntechs_chief_commercial_officer_to_leave_regional_heads_to_report_to_ceo�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/suntechs_chief_commercial_officer_to_leave_regional_heads_to_report_to_ceo�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/suntech-announces-departure-of-cco-168896416.html�
http://am.suntech-power.com/�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/09/a-solar-panel-quality-manifesto�
http://www.pv-tech.org/guest_blog/book_to_bill_analysis_to_provide_first_indication_of_pv_green_shoots�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/locus-energy-to-launch-solar-forecasting-service--a-cutting-edge-tool-for-grid-management-and-power-planning-168769656.html�
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/locus-energy-to-launch-solar-forecasting-service--a-cutting-edge-tool-for-grid-management-and-power-planning-168769656.html�
http://tinyurl.com/9pxscno�
http://www.locusenergy.com/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/india-solar-still-faces-multiple-challenges--despite-reaching-1-gw-milestone_100008372/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/india-solar-still-faces-multiple-challenges--despite-reaching-1-gw-milestone_100008372/�
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/The-Impact-of-U.S.-and-China-Thin-Film-PV-Firms-on-Indias-Solar-Industry/�
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/The-Impact-of-U.S.-and-China-Thin-Film-PV-Firms-on-Indias-Solar-Industry/�
http://www.solarserver.com/solar-magazine/solar-news/current/2012/kw36/chinese-pv-manufacturers-respond-to-eu-dumping-investigation.html�
http://www.solarserver.com/solar-magazine/solar-news/current/2012/kw36/chinese-pv-manufacturers-respond-to-eu-dumping-investigation.html�
http://tinyurl.com/8hpto6c�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/avaaz-calls-for-petition-to-stop-chinese-solar-tariffs-in-us-and-eu_100008374/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/avaaz-calls-for-petition-to-stop-chinese-solar-tariffs-in-us-and-eu_100008374/�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/candian_solar_suntech_trina_solar_and_yingli_to_co_operate_with_eu_anti_dum�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/candian_solar_suntech_trina_solar_and_yingli_to_co_operate_with_eu_anti_dum�
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/07/business/global/eu-investigates-chinese-solar-panels.html?pagewanted=all�
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/07/business/global/eu-investigates-chinese-solar-panels.html?pagewanted=all�
http://www.americansolarmanufacturing.org/�
http://coalition4affordablesolar.org/�
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New postings at SEPA publications 
http://www.solarelectricpower.org/resources/publications.aspx 
 
PV-Tech Newscast – September 7, 2012 
http://www.pv-tech.org/newscast_videos/pv_tech_newscast_september_7_2012 
 
New postings at CleanTechnica 
http://cleantechnica.com/category/alternative-energy/clean-solar-energy/ 
 
New postings at SolarPV.TV 
http://solarpv.tv/allvideos 
 
Renewables in New South Wales, Renewable Energy Action Plan 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/breaking-news/nsw-announces-renewable-energy-boost/story-
fn3dxiwe-1226467111417 
 
NREL presenting the 25th Annual Industry Growth Forum, October 23-24 in Denver, Colorado 
http://www.industrygrowthforum.org/ 
 
The Green Power Network, Webinar on “Best Practices in the Design of Utility Solar Programs”, 27 
September 
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/499475302 
http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/ (Events) 
 
^^^^^^ 
 
In related solar news… 
 
Tracking the global CSP market 
http://social.csptoday.com/emerging-markets/tracking-global-csp-market 
 
Minimizing CSP’s environmental impact 
http://social.csptoday.com/markets/how-can-csp-minimise-its-environmental-impact 
 
CSP to PV project conversion and what it means to the CSP industry 
http://social.csptoday.com/technology/blythe-calico-why-delay-csp-plants-converting-pv 
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http://cleantechnica.com/category/alternative-energy/clean-solar-energy/�
http://solarpv.tv/allvideos�
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/breaking-news/nsw-announces-renewable-energy-boost/story-fn3dxiwe-1226467111417�
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/breaking-news/nsw-announces-renewable-energy-boost/story-fn3dxiwe-1226467111417�
http://www.industrygrowthforum.org/�
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/499475302�
http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/�
http://social.csptoday.com/emerging-markets/tracking-global-csp-market�
http://social.csptoday.com/markets/how-can-csp-minimise-its-environmental-impact�
http://social.csptoday.com/technology/blythe-calico-why-delay-csp-plants-converting-pv�
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