
 1 

NCPV Hotline – December 2011 
Week of 12/26/11 through 12/31/11 

Note: The NCPV Hotline was off line December 22 through 29 
 
 
About the NCPV Hotline 
 
The National Center for Photovoltaics (NCPV), the National Renewable Energy Laboratory's (NREL's) 
center for PV research maintains an international communications system called the NCPV Hotline. The 
Hotline increases knowledge and awareness of PV industry and research happenings. Hotline 
participants receive important news items via email related to PV activities around the world. The contents 
have been relatively uncensored, because we depend on the good judgment of the contributors to 
separate fact from rumor. 
 
Related Links 
Current and Archived NCPV Hotline Issues  
Disclaimer  
 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe 
Send email to Carol Riordan at NREL including your name, organization, and e-mail address 
 
 
Daily News Items 
 
Some of the following news items are available as Adobe Acrobat PDFs. Download Adobe Reader. 
 
December 30, 2011 
 
In kind memory of Brian Robertson, Amonix 
http://amonix.com/ 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/brian-robertson-ceo-of-amonix/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/amonix_ceo_brian_robertson_dies_in_light_aircraft_crash 
http://www.globalsolartechnology.com/solar/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8777:amoni
x-ceo-brian-robertson-dies-in-plane-crash-&catid=1:news&Itemid=27 or http://tinyurl.com/6u2uhr8 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/12/29/MNROBERTSO123021.DTL 
 
^^^^^^ 
 
See coverage of: 
 
Activ Solar GmbH completion of the fifth phase of the 100 MW Perovo Solar Power Station in Ukraine 
http://www.solarserver.com/solar-magazine/solar-news/current/2011/kw52/photovoltaics-in-ukraine-activ-
solar-commissions-final-phase-of-100-mw-perovo-solar-power-station.html or http://tinyurl.com/7uvrmx3 
http://cleantechnica.com/2011/12/29/activ-solar-commissions-100-plus-mw-perovo-solar-pv-station-in-
ukraines-crimea/ 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-29/europe-s-biggest-solar-park-completed-with-russian-bank-
debt-1-.html 
http://www.activsolar.com/ 
 
NTPC plans for a 50 MW solar power project in Madhya Pradesh, India 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-29/ntpc-plans-50-megawatt-solar-power-project-in-madhya-
pradesh.html 
http://www.ntpc.co.in/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=114&Itemid=200&lang=en 
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T-Solar Group's 3 loan agreements to finance 2 PV power plants for 44 MW in Peru 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4041:t-solar-group-enlists-
145-million-to-fund-projects-in-peru&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/75gfdgg 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/t-solar-signs-3-loan-agreements-for-solar-projects-
worth-44-mw_100005338/ 
http://www.tsolar.com/en/portal.do 
 
Sempra Generation’s grid connection of 42 MW of PV at its Mesquite Solar 1 project in Arizona 
http://solar.energy-business-review.com/news/sempra-energizes-42mw-of-panels-at-arizona-solar-
project-291211 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-27/sempra-s-mesquite-solar-plant-begins-producing-power-in-
arizona.html 
http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=98126 
http://www.semprageneration.com/energy-solutions/solar-mesquite-solar.html 
 
30 MW Webberville solar power plant, Austin, Texas 
http://www.statesman.com/news/local/webberville-solar-array-begins-producing-power-2046802.html 
 
JA Solar 19 MW module supply agreement with solarhybrid AG for the Allstedt I solar power plant in 
Halle, Germany 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/ja-solar-secures-19-mw-module-supply-agreement 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/ja-solar-and-solarhybrid-enter-into-module-supply-
agreement_100005362/ 
http://www.jasolar.com/ 
http://www.solarhybrid.ag/UEbersicht-solarhybrid-AG.1941.0.html?&L=2 
 
Western Wind Energy Corp. module supply agreement for its Yabucoa Project in Puerto Rico 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/western-wind-secures-cash-grant-before-year-
end_100005361/ 
http://www.westernwindenergy.com/s/News_Releases.asp 
 
Two 5 MW PV plants planned for Connecticut 
http://solarindustrymag.com/e107_plugins/content/content.php?content.9393 
 
Foresight Group LLP’s acquisition of a 5 MW solar plant in the UK 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/foresight-group-acquires-5-mw-solar-project 
http://www.foresightgroup.eu/ 
 
Groundbreaking for Matinee Energy solar plants in Benson, Arizona 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111229005604/en/Matinee-Energy-Starts-Construction-
Solar-Power-Plants 
http://matinee-energy.com/ 
http://www.matineesolar.com/ 
 
Two BHEL solar power plants of 2 MW each under the Small Solar Power Generation Programme, India 
http://news.enf.cn/en/news/news_20540.html 
http://www.bhel.com/product_services/product.php?categoryid=38&link=NCES 
 
China Sunergy shipment of 1.59 MW of modules for a project in Scotland 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/china-sunergy-ships-159-mw-solar-modules-uk-project 
http://www.chinasunergy.com/ 
 
Andhra Pradesh Power Generation commissioning of a 1 MW PV plant, India 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/article2760974.ece 
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SunPower’s definitive agreement to acquire Tenesol SA, Total’s stake in SunPower 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/sunpower-announces-agreement-acquire-tenesol 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sunpower-announces-agreement-to-acquire-tenesol-sa-
136134528.html 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/total-and-sunpower-bring-solar-business-under-one-
roof_100005349/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/sunpower_to_acquire_tenesol_from_total_for_us165.4_million_in_cash 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/SunPowers-Joyous-Solar-Christmas/ 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/23/sunpower-idUSL3E7NN2P220111223 
http://us.sunpowercorp.com/about/newsroom/press-releases/ 
http://www.tenesol.com/en/newsroom/presse 
 
Nautilus Solar Energy’s financing for installations across key markets in the US 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/nautilus-solar-energy-secures-25-million-revolving-facility 
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/nautilus_solar_signs_us25_million_financing_deal_with_de_lage_landen_to_dev 
http://www.nautilussolar.com/ 
 
University of Notre Dame’s research creating ‘solar paint’ 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/sun-believable--research-on-paint-on-solar-
cells_100005364/ 
 
Tanaka’s marketing of dye-sensitized solar cells with efficiency exceeding 11.4% 
http://www.electroiq.com/articles/pvw/2011/12/tanaka-to-sell-11-point-4-percent-efficient-dye-sensitized-
cells-using-recycled-ru.html 
http://pro.tanaka.co.jp/english/topics/topics.html?t=44 
 
imec and Flamac collaboration on CIGS solar cell alternative 
http://www.electroiq.com/articles/pvw/2011/12/cigs-solar-cell-alternative-aim-for-imec-and-flamac.html 
http://www2.imec.be/be_en/press/imec-news/flamacen.html 
 
Singulus Technologies selenization tools for new Avancis thin-film plant in Saxony, Germany 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/tool_order_singulus_supplies_3_selenization_tools_to_new_avancis_fab 
http://www.singulus.de/en/press-news.html?PHPSESSID=0tsf460rf7aee0hhkk1kmncdo4 
http://www.avancis.de/index.php?id=1&L=1 
 
GlobalWatt plans in Michigan 
http://www.ourmidland.com/story_prep/article_4e4ab1e3-a69e-5e57-b37c-12f065c40162.html 
http://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw/index.ssf/2011/12/globalwatt_ceo_move_from_sagin.html 
http://www.wnem.com/story/16407332/globalwatts-ceo-talks-about-decision-to-leave-saginaw 
http://www.globalwatt.com/ 
 
Tindo Solar module plant in Australia 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/australia--new-ac-module-plant-opens_100005354/ 
http://www.tindosolar.com.au/ 
 
Foxconn PV module plant in China 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/new-entrant-to-push-manufacturers_100005350/ 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-23/foxconn-s-entry-into-solar-power-might-narrow-margins-for-
chinese-makers.html 
http://www.foxconn.com/ 
 
2011 PV perspective 
http://www.renewableenergyfocus.com/view/22859/solar-pv-catchup-a-perspective-from-2011/ 
 
The return of the solar shakeout, 2011 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/2011-the-return-of-the-solar-shakeout1/ 
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The biggest solar venture capital deals of 2011 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Biggest-Solar-Venture-Capital-Deals-of-2011/ 
 
Solar power year in review, 2011 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Solar-Power-Year-in-Review-2011/ 
 
PHOTON International December table of contents and several live links 
http://www.photon-magazine.com/ 
http://www.photon-magazine.com/photon/index.htm 
 
New postings at Gunther Portfolio blog 
http://guntherportfolio.com/ 
 
New postings at the CleanTechies solar blog 
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/ 
 
SolarPV.TV interviews 
http://solarpv.tv/interviews.html 
 
India’s Tata Power and BP Solar arrangements 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/indias-tata-power-to-divorce-bp-
solar?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011 or http://tinyurl.com/7lnde82 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/27/tatapower-solar-idUSL3E7NR40220111227 
http://www.tatapower.com/media-corner/presslease/press-release-27-dec-2011.aspx 
 
SolarPlaza talks with the Project Finance Manager at BNP Paribas about the Italian PV market in 2011 
http://www.solarplaza.com/article/the-monti-government-is-giving-great-hope-to-the-c 
 
Solar positions 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/list/category/going_places/ 
 
Ontario’s Feed-in-Tariff program 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/unlikely-coalition-joins-forces-to-
recommend-changes-to-ontarios-feed-in-tariff-program?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011 or 
http://tinyurl.com/7t2hw3u 
 
Solar in Korea 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/the-rise-of-koreas-solar-
ambition?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011 or http://tinyurl.com/7g4c8sd 
 
German solar power output in 2011 
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL6E7NT1WK20111229 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany--solar-power-output-increases-by-60-percent-
in-2011_100005358/ 
 
PV in Malaysia 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/malaysia--release-of-fit-quotas-and-further-regulations-
for-pv_100005357/ 
 
Solar in the UK 
http://www.pv-tech.org/editors_blog/uk_solar_court_case_is_the_victory_really_ours 
More on solar in the UK 
http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/ 
 

http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Biggest-Solar-Venture-Capital-Deals-of-2011/�
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Solar-Power-Year-in-Review-2011/�
http://www.photon-magazine.com/�
http://www.photon-magazine.com/photon/index.htm�
http://guntherportfolio.com/�
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/�
http://solarpv.tv/interviews.html�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/indias-tata-power-to-divorce-bp-solar?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/indias-tata-power-to-divorce-bp-solar?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011�
http://tinyurl.com/7lnde82�
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/27/tatapower-solar-idUSL3E7NR40220111227�
http://www.tatapower.com/media-corner/presslease/press-release-27-dec-2011.aspx�
http://www.solarplaza.com/article/the-monti-government-is-giving-great-hope-to-the-c�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/list/category/going_places/�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/unlikely-coalition-joins-forces-to-recommend-changes-to-ontarios-feed-in-tariff-program?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/unlikely-coalition-joins-forces-to-recommend-changes-to-ontarios-feed-in-tariff-program?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011�
http://tinyurl.com/7t2hw3u�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/the-rise-of-koreas-solar-ambition?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/the-rise-of-koreas-solar-ambition?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011�
http://tinyurl.com/7g4c8sd�
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL6E7NT1WK20111229�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany--solar-power-output-increases-by-60-percent-in-2011_100005358/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany--solar-power-output-increases-by-60-percent-in-2011_100005358/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/malaysia--release-of-fit-quotas-and-further-regulations-for-pv_100005357/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/malaysia--release-of-fit-quotas-and-further-regulations-for-pv_100005357/�
http://www.pv-tech.org/editors_blog/uk_solar_court_case_is_the_victory_really_ours�
http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/�


 5 

Solar in India 
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-12-30/india-to-build-400-megawatts-of-solar-two-thirds-less-
than-plan.html 
 
Renewable energy recap, US 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/renewable-energy-recap-united-
states?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011 or http://tinyurl.com/74bh8ds 
China:  
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/renewable-energy-recap-
china?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011 or http://tinyurl.com/7amohrd 
Spain:   
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/renewable-energy-recap-spain 
UK:   
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/renewable-energy-recap-united-kingdom 
Ukraine:   
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/renewable-energy-recap-ukraine 
India: 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/renewable-energy-recap-
india?cmpid=SolarNL-Thursday-December29-2011 or http://tinyurl.com/77clmzy 
 
Solar-backed securities 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/new-financing-mechanism-solar-backed-
securities 
 
Tres Amigas investment from Mitsui & Co. 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111227005426/en/Tres-Amigas-Announces-12-Million-
Investment-Mitsui 
http://www.tresamigasllc.com/ 
http://www.mitsui.com/jp/en/index.html 
 
Microgrid market 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111228005362/en/Microgrid-Market-Shifting-Pilot-Programs-
Commercial-Projects 
http://www.pikeresearch.com/newsroom 
 
Microinverters and optimizers in large PV installations 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Can-Microinverters-and-Optimizers-Work-in-Large-Solar-
PV-Installations/ 
 
Renewables and Google 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/is-google-abandoning-renewables/ 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/google-invests-further-94-million-in-pv_100005352/ 
 
PVGroup’s The GRID newsletter 
http://www.pvgroup.org/sites/pvgroup.org/files/docs/SEMI-PV-Grid-Dec-2011web.htm 
 
BLM seeking comments on development of regulations for competitive leasing of public lands for solar 
and wind energy 
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2011/december/NR_12_29_2011A.html 
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/12/29/2011-33429/advance-notice-of-proposed-rulemaking-
regarding-a-competitive-process-for-leasing-public-lands-for or http://tinyurl.com/bw393bj 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-29/u-s-proposes-wind-solar-leasing-rule-on-federally-owned-
land.html 
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http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Can-Microinverters-and-Optimizers-Work-in-Large-Solar-PV-Installations/�
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/is-google-abandoning-renewables/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/google-invests-further-94-million-in-pv_100005352/�
http://www.pvgroup.org/sites/pvgroup.org/files/docs/SEMI-PV-Grid-Dec-2011web.htm�
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2011/december/NR_12_29_2011A.html�
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 6 

38th IEEE PV Specialists Conference, June 2012 in Austin, Texas 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/call-for-papers-open-registration-approaching-for-38th-ieee-pv-
specialists-conference-2011-12-21 or http://tinyurl.com/7rhjlys 
http://www.ieee-pvsc.org/PVSC38/ 
 
DOE Solar Program metrology workshop for PV and CSP in February 2012 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/solar/sunshot/metrology_workshop.html 
 
SolarPlaza’s The Solar Future:  India II, 29 February 2012 in Jaipur 
http://www.thesolarfuture.in/ 
 
New Solar Homes Partnership waiting list, California 
http://www.gosolarcalifornia.ca.gov/nshp/waiting/ 
 
Video wrap-up of Greentech Media’s US Solar Market Insight 2011 Conference 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/multimedia/greentech-medias-u.s.-solar-market-insight-2011-
conference// 
 
DNV acquisition of 74.3% of KEMA’s shares, forming a “world-leading” consulting and certification 
company 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/dnv_and_kema_combine_forces 
http://www.dnv.com/press_area/press_releases/2011/dnv-kema.asp 
http://www.kema.com/news/pressroom/press-releases/2011/DNV-and-KEMA-create-world-leading-
energy-sustainability-company.aspx 
 
More on Solar Millennium 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/liquidator-for-solar-millennium-appointed_100005336/ 
http://www.solarmillennium.de/index,lang2.html 
 
Solar Trust of America statement on insolvency proceedings of Solar Millennium AG 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111222005246/en/Solar-Trust-America-Statement-
Insolvency-Proceedings-Solar 
http://solartrustofamerica.com/ 
 
SEPA publications, including the utility solar business model quarterly bulletin 
http://www.solarelectricpower.org/resources/publications.aspx 
SEPA Webinars, including lessons learned on the SEPA fact-finding mission to Southern California 
http://www.solarelectricpower.org/events/webinars.aspx 
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