NCPV Hotline — Month 2011
Week of 12/19/11 through 12/25/11
Note: The NCPV Hotline will be off line December 22 through 29

About the NCPV Hotline

The National Center for Photovoltaics (NCPV), the National Renewable Energy Laboratory's (NREL'S)
center for PV research maintains an international communications system called the NCPV Hotline. The
Hotline increases knowledge and awareness of PV industry and research happenings. Hotline
participants receive important news items via email related to PV activities around the world. The contents
have been relatively uncensored, because we depend on the good judgment of the contributors to
separate fact from rumor.

Related Links
Current and Archived NCPV Hotline Issues
Disclaimer

Subscribe/Unsubscribe
Send email to Carol Riordan at NREL including your name, organization, and e-mail address

Daily News Items

Some of the following news items are available as Adobe Acrobat PDFs. Download Adobe Reader.

December 19, 2011
See coverage of:

MidAmerican Energy Holdings Company acquiring a 49% interest in the 290 MW AC Agua Caliente PV
project being constructed by First Solar in Yuma County, Arizona from NRG Energy
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/midamerican-energy-acquires-interest-290-mw-solar-project
http://www.pv-

tech.org/news/midamerican_energy to buy 49 interest in _agua caliente pv_plant from nrg
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/midamerican-energy-acquires-stake-in-290-mw-pv-
project 100005291/
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111216005960/en/NRG-MidAmerican-Energy-Holdings-
Company-Announce-Partnership
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-12-18/buffett-buys-49-stake-in-1-8-billion-nrg-solar-power-
plant.html

http://www.midamerican.com/
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=121544&p=irol-news&nyo=0

http://www.firstsolar.com/

Fidelis Energy supply agreement with Lagofrio Energy Solutions to supply 42 MW of solar modules to
TinSol Energy for solar parks across Africa, more on module deliveries
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/fidelis-signs-additional-77-million-contract-to-supply-42mw-capacity-
solar-modules-2011-12-19?reflink=MW _news_stmp or http://tinyurl.com/85eqo2p
http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/fidelis-announces-tinsol-energy-has-taken-third-delivery-346-
million-pv-solar-modules-pinksheets-fdei-1599308.htm or http://tinyurl.com/77ct7xa
http://www.fidelissolar.com/
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ReneSola completion of a 20 MW solar power plant in Wulan County in Qinghai, China
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/renesola-completes-20-mw-chinese-pv-

plant 100005297/

http://www.pv-tech.org/news/renesola _completes 20mw_project in_central china
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/renesola-completes-construction-and-grid-connection-of-its-
20-mw-solar-power-plant-in-ginghai-china-135852758.html or http://tinyurl.com/6vn5078
http://www.renesola.com/

Manz AG agreement to take over the CIGS innovation line from Wurth Solar
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/wrth-and-manz-sign-transfer-agreement_100005285/
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/manz_completes takeover of wuerth solars production line
http://www.tradesignalonline.com/charts/news.aspx?id=893115&filter=&catid=0
http://www.manz.com/media/news

http://www.wuerth-solar.com/solar/en/wuerth _solar/presse 1/news _archiv_1/Auflistung Pl 2.php

Oerlikon’s new production line
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/oerlikon-produces-thin-film-silicon-modules-at-035-

wp_ 100005288/
http://www.oerlikon.com/solar/

China Sunergy’s TUV module certificates and sale of 1.89 MW in Quasar products to Bulgaria under a
contract with M1 Solar Plant
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/china-sunergy-announces-tuv-certificates-to-quasar-modules-
and-new-sales-contract-of-189mw-quasar-modules-135846998.html or http://tinyurl.com/79xu8wz
http://www.chinasunergy.com/

NRG solar power system — the Solar Ring — at the MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, with panels
manufactured by Atlantis Energy Systems
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111216005836/en/NRG-Enerqgy-Bring-Solar-Power-MetLife-
Stadium

http://www.nrgenergy.com/

http://www.atlantisenergy.com/

Kyocera’'s 226.8 kW solar power system for the Republic of Palau international airport
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111219005434/en/KYOCERA-Solar-Power-Generating-
System-Palaus-Largest

http://global.kyocera.com/reliability/

208 kW of Xunlight panels for two rooftop installations in Europe

http://www.pv-

tech.org/news/two _european rooftop projects are beneficiaries of 208kw of xunlights solar
http://www.xunlight.com/

aleo solar market update
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/aleo_solar warns 2011 losses could reach 30 million
http://www.aleo-solar.de/en/home

STSIC polysilicon and solar cell plans and progression
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/china--stsic-polysilicon-and-solar-cell-plans-
progressing 100005287/

Timminco funding
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/timminco_seeking new funding sources
http://www.timminco.com/
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Recurrent Energy 4-year construction revolver credit facility for development of 20 projects http://www.pv-
magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/recurrent-secures-us250-million-for-200-mw-pv-pipeline 100005292/
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/recurrent-energy-secures-250m-financing-from-mizuho-for-
200-mw-of-solar-pv-projects-in-north-america-135849888.html|

http://www.recurrentenergy.com/

Financing for Indian subsidiary of Mytrah Energy
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-
technology/solar/mytrah-energy-india-secures-20m-to-roll-out-renewables.html or
http://tinyurl.com/clztxh7

http://www.mytrah.com/

India’s Rajasthan state bidding for 200 MW of solar farms
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-19/india-s-rajasthan-opens-bidding-for-200-megawatts-of-solar-
farms.html

http://www.pv-tech.org/news/rajasthan _opens bidding for 200mw_of solar projects

More on GreenVolts funding
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/GreenVolts-CPV-Aspirant-Gets-20M-From-ABB-in-a-35M-
Round/

http://greenvolts.com/

More on Solon
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/state-of-berlin-to-save-solon 100005282/

More on Soitec’s San Diego, California factory, projects, activities

http://www.pv-

tech.org/chip_shots blog/concentration acceleration soitecs san dieqgo factory deal is latest in flur
http://www.soitec.com/en/index.php

KB Home ZeroHouse 2.0 in California
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111216005131/en/KB-Home-Opens-ZeroHouse-2.0-
California-Educational

http://www.kbhome.com/

Solarbuzz Quarterly, global supply and demand, market growth and profitability
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/npd_solarbuzz_global demand projected to grow 6 in 2012
http://www.solarbuzz.com/our-research/recent-findings/solar-photovoltaic-companies-shifting-focus-
market-share-growth-profita
http://www.sfgate.com/cqi-bin/article.cqi?f=/g/a/2011/12/19/prweb9050203.DTL
http://www.solarbuzz.com/our-research/reports/solarbuzz-quarterly

SolarTech launch of the Solar Energy Estimate Report
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111219005048/en/SolarTech-Launches-Solar-Energy-
Estimate-Report-Consumers

http://www.solartech.org/

Successful approaches to solar integration
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4010:successful-
approaches-to-solar-integration&catid=63:business-features&ltemid=242 or http://tinyurl.com/828yh4x

New SolarPV.TV interviews
http://solarpv.tv/interviews.html

Solar positions
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/list/category/going places/
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Solar in Germany
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany--rttgen-says-no-to-further-cuts 100005294/

Solar in China
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/asia-report-china-takes-sharp-turn-in-
push-for-solar-energy

FIT in Canada
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/canadas_solar _industry asks for improvements to fits
http://environmentaldefence.ca/reports/ontario-feed-in-tariff-2011-review

OPIC political risk insurance
http://www.opic.gov/news/press-releases/2009/pr121611

More on trade issues
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/worlds-apart-the-growing-complexity-
behind-the-solar-trade-dispute
http://www.newsmax.com/TheWire/china-solar-probe/2011/12/16/id/421177
http://casey.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=d68f7294-a40f-47e9-9d70-abbbeb7208d4

Solar Power Generation USA 2012, 31 January — 2 February, Las Vegas, Nevada
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4013:solar-power-
generation-usa-in-las-vegas&catid=37:business-news&Iltemid=241 or http://tinyurl.com/7bwtgkb
http://www.solarpowergenerationusa.com/

NNNNNN

In related solar news...

CSP Today weekly intelligence brief
http://social.csptoday.com/markets/weekly-intelligence-brief-december-12-—december-19

December 21, 2011
See coverage of:

US Interior Department’s approval of NextEra's 300 MW Sonoran PV project in Arizona
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/300-mw-sonoran-pv-project-approved 100005317/
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/us _doi_gives green light to 300mw _sonoran_solar _energy project
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-20/nextera-iberdrola-get-u-s-approvals-for-wind-solar-
farms.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-12-21/nextera-iberdrola-get-u-s-approvals-for-wind-solar-
farms.html

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2011/december/NR_12 20 2011.html
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/loader.cfim?csModule=security/getfile&pageid=272561
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/

http://www.nexteraenergyresources.com/home/index.shtml

solarhybrid completion of the 60.4 MWp FinowTower project in Germany, year in review, future
http://www.pv-

tech.org/news/completion of largest pv_plant in_europe marks the end of a successful year
http://www.solarhybrid.ag/
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REC contract to supply GP Joule with modules totaling 60 MW for two European projects
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/rec_supplies_modules for two gp joule projects
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20111221005362/en/REC-supply-GP-JOULE-60MW-large-
scale

http://www.recgroup.com/

http://www.gp-joule.de/en/home.html

Ormat Technologies PPA with Imperial Irrigation District for 10 MW of PV energy, California
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ormat-signs-a-new-20-year-power-purchase-agreement-for-
10-mw-solar-pv-project-with-imperial-irrigation-district-135985368.htm| or
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-21/ormat-starts-solar-project-in-u-s-with-agreement-to-sell-
power.html|

http://tinyurl.com/86y9hbk

http://www.ormat.com/news

Sunny Day Energy and Silfab Ontario 5 MWp module supply agreement for rooftop projects in Canada
http://www.solarplaza.com/pressrelease/silfab-ontario-to-supply-sunny-day-energy-with-app
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/silfab _to supply 5mw to sunny day for rooftop projects in canada
http://www.silfab.ca/

BP exiting solar business
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4031:bp-drops-out-of-the-
solar-industry&catid=37:business-news&ltemid=241

http://www.pv-tech.org/news/bp solar_operations to_ fold
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-20/bp-to-shut-down-solar-power-unit-exit-business-spokesman-
says.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/dec/21/bp-axe-solar-power-business?newsfeed=true
http://news.cnet.com/8301-11128 3-57346007-54/another-one-bites-the-dust-bp-solar-shuts-down/
http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/2134130/bp-quits-solar-business-complaining-commoditisation
https://www.technologyreview.com/blog/enerqy/27436/?pl=blogs
http://www.bp.com/genericcountryjump.do?categoryld=9070&contentld=7038143

Solar Millennium filing for opening of insolvency proceedings
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/21/us-solarmillennium-insolvency-idUSTRE7BK11920111221
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/time runs out for solar millennium_as it files for insolvency
http://www.solarmillennium.de/index,lang2.html

Negotiations between Solar Millennium and solarhybrid on PV pipeline
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/solarhybrids-solar-millennium-pv-pipeline-takeover-
postponed 100005314/

http://www.pv-

tech.org/news/solar_millennium_and solarhybrids 2.25gw _us project pipeline negotiations p
http://www.solarmillennium.de/index,lang2.html

http://www.solarhybrid.ag/

Bosch Group acquiring Conergy’s inverter subsidiary, voltwerk electronics GmbH
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/bosch-to-buy-conergy-inverter-subsidiary 100005318/
http://www.pv-

tech.org/news/bosch _entering pv_inverter market with purchase of conergys voltwerk electr
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL6E7NL14420111221
http://www.bosch.com/en/com/bosch_group/boschgroup.html

http://www.voltwerk.com/
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More on Natcore Technology’s patent license agreement with NREL to develop a line of black silicon
products

http://www.nrel.gov/news/press/2011/1671.html

http://www.natcoresolar.com/

Distributed Sun’s renewables project for Cornell University’'s NYC Tech Campus, including solar
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/Massive-Trophy-Renewables-Project-for-NYC-Tech-

Campus/
http://www.distributedsun.com/

Recent postings at Gunther Portfolio
http://guntherportfolio.com/

pv magazine interview with chief marketing officer at JinkoSolar on 2011 and the future
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/jinkosolar-discusses-the-challenges-it-faced-in-2011--
and-looks-at-the-year-ahead 100005313/ or http://tinyurl.com/7zytg6h

http://www.jinkosolar.com/

http://www.jinkosolar.com/about_4.html|

More on JA Solar cell efficiency
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/ja-solar-hits-18.5-multi-crystalline-solar-cell-efficiency-in-

production/
http://www.jasolar.com/

7 best Greentech Media stats of 2011
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/7-favorite-gtm-stats-of-2011/

ACORE'’s US-China Quarterly Market Review http://www.acore.org/us-china-quarterly-market-review

More on trade issues
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/20/us-usa-china-solar-idUSTRE7BJ1WM20111220
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/jigar-shahs-letter-to-gordon-brinser-of-solarworld/
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/gordon-brinser-of-solarworld-responds-to-jigar-shah-of-
case/

http://www.pv-magazine.com/services/press-releases/details/beitrag/casm-responds-to-case-

letter 100005315/
http://www.solarworld-usa.com/news-and-resources/news/us-customers-market-support.aspx

K&L Gates Cleantech Resource newsletter, Winter 2011
http://www.klgates.com/kl-gates-cleantech-resource---california-edition-12-12-2011/

European FITs, solar industry drivers
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4017:european-feed-in-
tariffs-and-other-solar-industry-drivers&catid=63:business-features&ltemid=242 or
http://tinyurl.com/7vk5zh6

Center for Environmental Innovation in Roofing, PV Racking Taskforce draft report on roof racking criteria
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/pv-and-roofing--bridging-the-gap 100005304/
http://www.roofingcenter.org/

Arizona state regulators imposing fees on residents who get rebates for solar energy
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/145ff9694afe4d2a81204a256041ba91/AZ--Solar-Fee/
http://blog.cleantechies.com/2011/12/21/in-arizona-an-unfair-surcharge-for-customers-who-go-solar/
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In related solar news...

How the value of CSP increases with a higher penetration of solar on the grid

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/12/value-of-csp-increases-substantially-at-
high-solar-penetration
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