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NCPV Hotline – August 2011 
Week of 08/29/11 through 08/31/11 

 
 
About the NCPV Hotline 
 
The National Center for Photovoltaics (NCPV), the National Renewable Energy Labor0atory's (NREL's) 
center for PV research maintains an international communications system called the NCPV Hotline. The 
Hotline increases knowledge and awareness of PV industry and research happenings. Hotline 
participants receive important news items via email related to PV activities around the world. The contents 
have been relatively uncensored, because we depend on the good judgment of the contributors to 
separate fact from rumor. 
 
Related Links 
Current and Archived NCPV Hotline Issues  
Disclaimer  
 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe 
Send email to Carol Riordan at NREL including your name, organization, and e-mail address 
 
 
Daily News Items 
 
Some of the following news items are available as Adobe Acrobat PDFs. Download Adobe Reader. 
 
 
August 29, 2011 
 
See coverage of: 
 
More on 8minutenergy Renewables and Gestamp Solar 335 MW pipeline in California  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/8minutenergy-and-gestamp-release-project-details-for-
335-mw-pipeline_100004009/ or  
http://tinyurl.com/428w7om 
http://8minutenergy.com/ 
http://www.gestampsolar.com/ 
 
SunPower and Akuo Solar 24 MW module supply agreement  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/sunpower-and-akuo-solar-enter-into-24-mw-supply-
agreement_100004008/ 
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/akuo_solar_to_uses_75000_sunpower_e19_modules_for_power_plants_in_south_of 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/sunpower-signs-24-megawatt-supply-agreement-with-akuo-solar-
2011-08-29 
http://us.sunpowercorp.com/ 
http://www.akuoenergy.com/en/home.html 
 
Etrion’s 10 MW Helios ITA-3, Italian PV portfolio at 60 MW  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/etrions-italian-pv-portfolio-hits-60-mw_100004016/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/etrion_completes_10mw_italian_project_ahead_of_schedule 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20110829005466/en/Etrion-Completes-10-MW-Solar-Project-
Italy 
http://www.etrion.com/ 
 
Global Solar Energy’s 35 MW flexible thin film module manufacturing plant in Germany  
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/global-solar-energy-opens-thin-film-plant-in-
germany_100004013/ 
http://www.globalsolar.com/ 
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Deutsche Bank financing of 2 PV parks in Italy and Spain  
http://www.deutsche-bank.de/medien/en/content/press_releases_2011_3737.htm 
 
10 MW Greenough River Solar Farm in Western Australia 
http://www.seaaus.com.au/content/view/425/145/ 
 
Tata BP Solar 1 MW plant in eastern India  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/tata-bp-completes-solar-photovoltaic-plant-in-eastern-
india.html 
http://www.tatabpsolar.com/ 
 
Karnataka Renewable Energy Development RFP for 80 MW of projects  
http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/state-formajor-pushsolar-power/447309/ 
 
China’s targets for roof-mounted solar 
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL4E7JT09X20110829 
 
LDK Solar results 
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/ldk_solar_expects_bounce_back_in_revenue_in_q3_though_wafer_shipments_remai 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ldk-solar-reports-financial-results-for-second-quarter-of-fiscal-
2011-128580043.html 
http://investor.ldksolar.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=196973&p=irol-IRhome 
 
Solar in California 
http://www.renewablesbiz.com/article/11/08/solar-power-california-still-hot-topic 
 
Aerial imaging for solar contractors 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3366:aerial-imaging-for-
solar-contractors&catid=38:application-tech-features&Itemid=246 or 
http://tinyurl.com/3lc5ydc 
 
New postings at CleanTechies 
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/ 
 
Entech Solar IEC testing 
http://www.entechsolar.com/press-releases-details.php?id=176 
 
Hemlock Semiconductor president and CEO 
http://www.hscpoly.com/content/hsc_comp/tometich_named_president.aspx?wt.svl=HSC_HOME_NEWS
BUTTON2 
 
Solar for world’s power 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/solar-may-produce-most-of-world-s-power-by-2060-iea-
says.html 
 
Solar in Italy 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/08/lessons-learned-italys-solar-rise-and-the-
path-ahead 
 
Renewable energy in Japan 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/japan--renewable-energy-signed-into-law_100004004/ 
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Germany’s solar energy plan in Greece 
http://www.ekathimerini.com/4dcgi/_w_articles_wsite2_1_28/08/2011_403799 
 
Germany Trade & Invest downloads and media  
http://www.gtai.com/homepage/industries/pv-industry/downloads-media/ 
 
Solar in Germany 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/germany--pv-generation-overtakes-hydropower-for-the-
first-time_100004018/ 
 
U.S. solar energy trade assessment 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/us-solar-industry-was-net-global-exporter-in-2010/ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/29/business/us-posted-a-trade-surplus-in-solar-technologies-study-
finds.html 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/u-s-solar-product-exports-rose-83-last-year-on-sales-to-
china.html 
 
EPIA at EU PVSEC 
8th European PV Industry Summit 
http://www.epia.org/events/photovoltaic-conferences-events-sponsorship/8th-european-pv-industry-
summit-at-the-26th-eu-pvsec.html or 
http://tinyurl.com/3dqdbgh  
Investors Day, EPIA Consultants http://www.epia.org/events/photovoltaic-conferences-events-
sponsorship/investors-day-at-the-26th-eu-pvsec.html 
http://www.photovoltaic-conference.com/ 
 
California 33% renewables portfolio standard regulations for publicly owned electric utilities concept paper 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/portfolio/documents/#09012011 
 
Green M&A deals 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/08/recent-surge-in-green-m-a-deals 
 
Envision Solar’s SolarGrove(TM) deployment 
http://www.electroiq.com/photovoltaics/2011/08/1486755747/envision-solar-announces-commencement-
of-a-solar-grove-deployment-for-a-major-us-government-entity.html or  
http://tinyurl.com/44rz4zo 
http://envisionsolar.com/ 
 
Solar car race in Australia 
http://earthandindustry.com/2011/08/solar-car-race-in-australia-drives-solar-cleantech-innovation/ 
http://www.earthtechling.com/2011/08/solar-car-race-in-australia-lures-42-teams/ 
 
In related solar news… 
 
DOE loan guarantee for Genesis Solar Project 
http://www.energymatters.com.au/index.php?main_page=news_article&article_id=1727 
http://www.foxbusiness.com/industries/2011/08/26/us-energy-dept-finalizes-solar-projects-partial-loan-
guarantee/ 
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/index.shtml 
 
CENTROTEC interest in Industrial Solar 
http://www.centrotec.de/en/news-press/ad-hoc-announcementspress-
releases/article/290/6.html?cHash=cf7d021630 
 
Solar thermal in Turkey 
http://social.csptoday.com/qa/turkey-solar-energy-market-making 
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CSP Today weekly intelligence brief 
http://social.csptoday.com/weekly-brief/weekly-intelligence-brief-august-22-august-29 
 
 
August 30, 2011 
 
See coverage of: 
 
Ubbink East Africa PV module factory in Kenya  
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/centrotec_opens_east_africas_first_solar_module_factory 
http://www.ubbink.co.ke/ 
 
Alex Solar investment in 8 MW solar park in Potsdam Friedrich Park  
http://www.electroiq.com/photovoltaics/2011/08/1488360613/alex-solar-invests-in-8-mw-solar-park-in-
potsdam-friedrich-park.html 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/alex-solar-invests-in-8-mw-solar-park-in-potsdam-friedrich-
park-128598738.html 
http://www.alex-solar.com/ 
 
Promoenergy solar contract, UK 
http://www.electroiq.com/photovoltaics/2011/08/1488680314/uk-contract-awards-promoenergy-wins-
multiple-awardees-contract-for-solar-energy-generation-projects.html or  
http://tinyurl.com/3v6qg98  
More on solar in the UK http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/ 
 
MS Solar Solutions and Main Street Power “Solar for All” residential PV program 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/us--another-no-cost-solar-scheme_100004070/ 
http://www.mainstreetpower.com/ 
 
Real Goods Solar PowerSavings Plan 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3406:real-goods-
powersavings-plan-makes-solar-affordable-for-everyone&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or  
http://tinyurl.com/3ntpfpb 
http://www.RealGoods.com/ 
 
Avancis CIS modules eligible for higher Italian feed-in rate 
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/avancis_cis_thin_film_pv_modules_meet_made_in_eu_criteria_now_eligible_for 
http://international.avancis.de/en/ 
 
Organic solar cells for BIPV 
http://news.enf.cn/en/news/news_19960.html 
http://www.electroiq.com/articles/pvw/2011/08/konarka-and-construction-materials-partners-fab-organic-
bipv-products.html 
 
Solar industry consolidation 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/solar-purge-drives-weakest-into-bankruptcy-buyouts-with-
more-deals-coming.html 
 
SVTC Technologies president 
http://www.electroiq.com/articles/pvw/2011/08/svtc-solar-names-president.html 
http://www.svtc.com/ 
 
Gunther Portfolio blog and twitter updates 
http://guntherportfolio.com/ 
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Solar module manufacturers football sponsorships  
http://www.pv-tech.org/editors_blog/solar_module_manufacturers_score_football_sponsorships 
 
FPL solar rebate program 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3405:fpl-reopens-
applications-for-2011-solar-rebates-at-830am-30-august&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or  
http://tinyurl.com/3erbmbb 
http://www.fpl.com/landing/solar_rebate/index.shtml?cid=aliassolarrebates 
 
Advance into SOLAR – Executive Training, 7-11 November, University of Delaware Newark Campus  
http://www.udel.edu/photovoltaics/ 
 
In related solar news… 
 
More on NextEra financing for 250 MW Genesis project  
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-
technology/solar/nextera-completes-935m-financing-for-250mw-california-solar-plant.html or  
http://tinyurl.com/3z73wbp 
http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/2105167/giant-california-solar-thermal-plant-raises-usd935m 
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/index.shtml 
 
Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System 
http://www.vegasinc.com/news/2011/aug/29/solar-project-near-primm-benefiting-southern-nevad/ 
http://www.8newsnow.com/story/15355274/solar-plant-brings-jobs-to-nevada 
 
2nd CSP Plant Optimization Summit USA, 7-8 September, San Francisco  
http://social.csptoday.com/pr/csp-industry-us-gears-meet-san-francisco 
 
 
August 31, 2011 
 
See coverage of: 
 
First Solar, Verve Energy and GE Energy Financial Services 10 MW AC project in Australia 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/australia’s-first-utility-scale-solar-pv-project-under-way 
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/australias-first-utility-scale-pv-project-given-the-go-
ahead_100004083/ 
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/first_solar_starts_work_australias_largest_pv_project 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20110830006706/en/Australia’s-Utility-Scale-Solar-PV-Project-
Western-Australia 
http://www.firstsolar.com/en/index.php 
http://www.verveenergy.com.au/ 
http://www.geenergyfinancialservices.com/ 
 
Farm Power 305 kW PV system, UK 
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-
technology/solar/farm-power-completes-1100-panel-pv-installation-in-dorset-uk.html or  
http://tinyurl.com/3zrwhzw 
http://www.farmpowergen.co.uk/ 
More on solar in the UK http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/ 
 
SunEdison and GE Capital Real Estate Ontario solar rooftop systems  
http://www.pv-
tech.org/news/sunedison_ge_capital_real_estate_commission_first_ontario_solar_pv_rooftop 
http://www.sunedison.com/ 
http://www.gecapitalrealestate.com/en/index.html 
 

http://www.pv-tech.org/editors_blog/solar_module_manufacturers_score_football_sponsorships�
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3405:fpl-reopens-applications-for-2011-solar-rebates-at-830am-30-august&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241�
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3405:fpl-reopens-applications-for-2011-solar-rebates-at-830am-30-august&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241�
http://tinyurl.com/3erbmbb�
http://www.fpl.com/landing/solar_rebate/index.shtml?cid=aliassolarrebates�
http://www.udel.edu/photovoltaics/�
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-technology/solar/nextera-completes-935m-financing-for-250mw-california-solar-plant.html�
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-technology/solar/nextera-completes-935m-financing-for-250mw-california-solar-plant.html�
http://tinyurl.com/3z73wbp�
http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/2105167/giant-california-solar-thermal-plant-raises-usd935m�
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/index.shtml�
http://www.vegasinc.com/news/2011/aug/29/solar-project-near-primm-benefiting-southern-nevad/�
http://www.8newsnow.com/story/15355274/solar-plant-brings-jobs-to-nevada�
http://social.csptoday.com/pr/csp-industry-us-gears-meet-san-francisco�
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/australia's-first-utility-scale-solar-pv-project-under-way�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/australias-first-utility-scale-pv-project-given-the-go-ahead_100004083/�
http://www.pv-magazine.com/news/details/beitrag/australias-first-utility-scale-pv-project-given-the-go-ahead_100004083/�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/first_solar_starts_work_australias_largest_pv_project�
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20110830006706/en/Australia's-Utility-Scale-Solar-PV-Project-Western-Australia�
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20110830006706/en/Australia's-Utility-Scale-Solar-PV-Project-Western-Australia�
http://www.firstsolar.com/en/index.php�
http://www.verveenergy.com.au/�
http://www.geenergyfinancialservices.com/�
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-technology/solar/farm-power-completes-1100-panel-pv-installation-in-dorset-uk.html�
http://www.newenergyworldnetwork.com/investor-news/renewable-energy-news/by-technology/solar/farm-power-completes-1100-panel-pv-installation-in-dorset-uk.html�
http://tinyurl.com/3zrwhzw�
http://www.farmpowergen.co.uk/�
http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/sunedison_ge_capital_real_estate_commission_first_ontario_solar_pv_rooftop�
http://www.pv-tech.org/news/sunedison_ge_capital_real_estate_commission_first_ontario_solar_pv_rooftop�
http://www.sunedison.com/�
http://www.gecapitalrealestate.com/en/index.html�
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Renewable Social Benefit Funds and Xzerta Energy Group Sol Haven Fund 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3408:sol-haven-fund-to-
aide-solar-projects-left-hanging-by-expiring-us-incentives&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or 
http://tinyurl.com/3nlercf 
http://rsbfunds.com/ 
http://www.xzertaenergy.com/ 
 
Capital Stage AG investment in new solar parks in Germany  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-30/capital-stage-to-invest-in-german-solar-parks-handelsblatt-
says.html 
http://www.capitalstage.com/ 
 
SOLARPACK contract in Peru 
http://www.solarplaza.com/pressrelease/solarpack-awarded-solar-energy-contract-in-peru-va 
http://www.solarpack.es/ing/index.aspx 
 
Enphase Energy featured 
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/enphase-claims-microinverter-installations-outperform-
pvwatts-estimates-by-/ 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20110831005480/en/Study-Shows-Enphase-Installations-
Outperforming-PVWatts-Estimates 
http://enphase.com/ 
 
Applied Materials featured 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2011/08/applied-materials-launches-solar-tools-
responds-to-demand-for-more-efficient-cells or  
http://tinyurl.com/4y3x8ap 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/31/idUS127758+31-Aug-2011+HUG20110831 
http://www.appliedmaterials.com/ 
 
Solaria manufacturing 
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_18790099 
http://www.solaria.com/ 
 
Mainstream Energy CEO and president 
http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/mainstream-energy-names-lee-johnson-new-ceo-and-president 
http://www.MainstreamEnergy.com/ 
 
Germany’s market drivers 
http://www.pv-tech.org/guest_blog/2012_a_fundamental_shift_in_germanys_market_drivers 
 
More on US solar exports 
http://www.pv-
tech.org/chip_shots_blog/balancing_act_study_finds_solid_us_solar_exports_value_accrual_developer_s
e 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3411:us-solar-industry-was-
net-global-exporter-by-19-billion-in-2010&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or 
http://tinyurl.com/4y5q9lh 
 
SOLAR TODAY, digital edition 
http://www.solartoday-digital.org/solartoday/20110910/#pg1 
 
EERE Network News 
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/enn.cfm 
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http://www.solarbuzz.com/industry-news/mainstream-energy-names-lee-johnson-new-ceo-and-president�
http://www.mainstreamenergy.com/�
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Solar Decathlon 
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2011/aug/30/ut-students-taking-solar-house-to-dc-competition/ 
http://www.solardecathlon.gov/ 
 
New postings at CleanTechies 
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/ 
 
EU PVSEC Business Forum 
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3414:eu-pvsec-2011-
business-forum-on-solar-markets&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241 or  
http://tinyurl.com/3zrllvq 
 
O&M strategies 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/first-conferences/news/article/2011/08/cost-effective-
pv-operations-and-maintenance-strategies or  
http://tinyurl.com/3k9save 
 
In related solar news... 
 
CSP Today Sevilla 2011, 29-30 November 
http://www.csptoday.com/csp/ 
 

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2011/aug/30/ut-students-taking-solar-house-to-dc-competition/�
http://www.solardecathlon.gov/�
http://blog.cleantechies.com/category/solar-power/�
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3414:eu-pvsec-2011-business-forum-on-solar-markets&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241�
http://www.solarnovus.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3414:eu-pvsec-2011-business-forum-on-solar-markets&catid=37:business-news&Itemid=241�
http://tinyurl.com/3zrllvq�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/first-conferences/news/article/2011/08/cost-effective-pv-operations-and-maintenance-strategies�
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/partner/first-conferences/news/article/2011/08/cost-effective-pv-operations-and-maintenance-strategies�
http://tinyurl.com/3k9save�
http://www.csptoday.com/csp/�

