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WATER: CALIFORNIA
 

GENERAL REGULATIONS, SEPTEMBER 28, 1931
 

UNITED STA:TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRET.A~RY, 
Washingto'n, September 28,1931. 

,GE~ERAL REGULATIONS 

,CONTRACTS FOR THE STOR.A.GE OF WATER IN BOULDER CANYON RESER­

VOIR, BOULDER CANYON PROJECT, A.ND THE DELIVERY THEREOF 

1. No person shall have or be entitled to have the use for s.ny 
purpose of the water stored in Boulder Canyon Reservoir except by 
contract made in pursuance of tllese regulations. .All contl~acts for 
delivery of water shall be subject to all the terms and proNions of 
tbe Colorado River (~onlpact and of the Boulder Canyon .Project Act. 

2. The right is reserved to amenel or extend these regulations from 
time to time consistently witll so,iel compact and the laws of Congress, 
as the public need may require. 

3. Storage water in Bouldel· CaIlyon Reservoir will be delivered 
upon such terms and conditions as the Secretary may fix from time 
to time by regulations and eontracts thereunder. Water so con­
tracted for may be delivered at such points on the river as nlay be 

. agreed upon for irrigation and domestic uses. 
4. Contracts respecting water for irrigation and domestic uses shall 

be for permanent servic·e, and shall conform to Paragraph a of Section 
4 of the Boulder Canyon Project .\ct. . 

5'. No cllarge shall be ma(le for water or for the use, storage or 
delivery of water for irrigation or for ,vater for potable purposes in 
the Imperial an<l Coachella Valleys. Charges otherwise shall be fixed 
by regulation from time to time. ""nere water is permitted by thA 
Secretary to be taken from the Colorado River from the reservoir 
above the Hoover Dam, the utilization of the power plant will be im­
paired to that extent, and the right is reserved to make a highAT 
charge for ,vater tn-ken abov~ the dtlJIl~ than if delivery is made below 
the dam. 

6. Subject to the provisions, of Article 7 ~f these regulations~ de­
liveries of water to users in California shall be in accordance with the 
followin~ recommendation of the State Division of Water-Resources: 
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"The ,,~aters of the Colorado River available for use ,,·ithiIl the" 
State of California ullder the Colorado River Compact and the 
Boulder Canyon Project Act shall be apportioned to the respective 
interests below named and in amounts and ,,~ith priorities tllerein 
named and set forth, as follows: . 

"SECTION 1. A first' priority to Palo' v~erde Irrigation District for" 
beneficial use exclusively upon lands in said District as it no"," e",;sts 
and upon lands between said District and the Colorado River, aggre­
gating (within and without said District) a gross area. of 104,500 acres, 
such ,vaters as may be. required by said lands. 

"SEC. 2. A second priority to Yuma Project of United States Bureau 
of Reclamation for beneficial use upon not exceeding a gross area of 
25,000 acres of land located in said project in Califorllia., such ,\"aters 
as may be required b~T said lands. . 

"SEC. 3. A third priority (a) t.o Imperial Irrigation District and 
other lands under or that ,,"ill be served from the All-American Canal 
in Imperial and C08.chella Valleys, 8.nd (b) to Palo \7erde Irriga.tion 
District for use exclusively on 16,000 acres in t,hat area. kno"rn as the 
'Lower Palo Verde 11esa.', adjacent to Palo \;-erde Irrigation District,.' 
for beneficial consumptive use, 3,850,000 acre-feet of ,vater per annum 
less the beneficial consunlptive use under the, priorities designated in 
Sections 1 and 2 above. The rights designated (n) and (b) in this 
section are equal in priority. TIle total beneficial consumptive use' 
under priorities stated in Sections 1, 2, and 3 of this article 'shall not 
exceed 3,85(),OOO acre-feet of water per annum. 

"SEC. 4. A fourth priority to the ~1etropolitan Water District of 
Southern California and/or the City of Los Angeles, for beneficial c.on­
sumpt,ive use, by themselves and/or others, on the Coastal Plain of 
Southern California. 550.000 a.cre-feet of "~ater per annum. 

"SEC. 5.A fifth priorit.y (a) to The 1Ietropolitan Water District 
of Southern California and/or the City of Los Angeles, for beneficial 
cOllsumptive use, by themselves and/or others, on the Coastal Plain 
of Southern California, 550,000 acre-feet of water per annum and (b) 
to the Cit.y of San Diego 8,nd/or County of San Diego, for beneficial 
consumptive use, 112,000 acre-feet of water per amlum. The rights 
designated (a) and (b) in this section are equal in priority. 

"SEC. 6. A sixth prio"rity (a) to Imperial Irrigation District and 
other lands under or that ""ill be served from the .All-American Canal 
in Imperial and Coachella '7alleys, and (b) to Palo ,,.erde Irrigation 
District for use exclusively on 16~OOO acres in that area kllO"ll as the 
Lower Palo 'ierde Mesa~ adjacent t.o Palo v""erde Irrigation District, 
for beneficial consumptive use, 300,000 a.cre-feet of ,vater per annum. 
The rights designated (a) and (b) in this section a.reequal in priority. 

"SEC. 7. A seventh priority of all remaining water available for 
use ,,"itllin California, for ttgricultural use in the Colorado River Basin 
in California., as said basin is designated on 1'lap No. 23000 of the 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation. 

"SEC. 8. So far as the rights of the allottees na,med above are 
concerned, the 11etropolitan Water District of Southern California 
and/or the City of Los Angeles shall have the exclusive right to ,vith­
draw and divert into its aqueduct any "rater in Boulder Canyon 
Reservoir accumulated to the individual credit of said District and/or 
said City (not exceeding at anyone time 4,750,000 acre-feet in the 
aggregate) by reason of reduced diversions by said District and/or said 
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City; provided, that uccumulatiolls shall be subject to such conditions 
ns to accumulation, retention, releas~ and ,vithdrawal as the Secretary 
of the Interior may from time to time prescribe in his discretion, and 
his determination thereof shall be final; provided fw"ther, that the 
United States of .~lerica reserves the right to make similar arrange­
ments with users in otIler States wit~out distulction in priority, and 

. to determine the correlative relations between said District and/or 
said City and such users resulting therefl"om. 

"SEC. 9. In addition, so far as the rights of the allottees named 
above are concerned, tIle City of San Diego and/or County of San 
Diego shall have tIle exclusive right to \vithdrnw and divert into an 
aqueduct any ,vater in Boulder Canyon Reserv'oir accumulated to the 
individual credit of said City and/or said County (not exceeding at 
anyone time 250,000 a.cre-feet in tIle aggregate) by reason of reduced 
diversiolls by said City and/or said County; provided, that accumula­
tions shall be subject to such conditions as to accwnulation, retention, 
release and withdraw~l as the Secretary of the Interior may from 
time to time prescribe in his discretion, and his determination thereof 
shall be final; provided further, that tIle United States of ...~erica 
reserves the right to make similar arrangements with users in other 
States ,vithout distinction in priority, and to determine the correla­
tive relations bet,veen the said City and/or said COUIlty aIld such 
users resulting therefrom. 

"SEC. 10. In no event shall the amounts allotted in this agreement 
to the 1:fetropolitan Water District of Southern California and/or the 
City of Los ...~geles be increased 011 nccount of inclusions of a supply 
for both said District and said City, and either or both may use said 
apportionments as may be agreed by an(l bet,veen said District and 
said City. 

"SEC. 11. In no event shall tIle umoullts allotted in this agreement 
to the City of San Diego and/or to the County of San Diego be in­
creased on account of inclusion of a supply for both said City alld said 
County, and either or botll n1ay use said apportiollments as may be 
agreed by and between said City and said County. 

"SEC. 12. The priorities hereinbefore set forth sllall be in no ,vise 
affected by tIle relative dates of ,vater contracts executecl by the 
Secretary of the Interior ,vitll the various parties." 

7. The Secretary reserves the right to contract wit!l any of the 
allottees above named in accordance ,vith the above stated recom­
nlendation, Of, in the event that such recommendation as to Palo 
\rerde Irrigation District is superseded by an agreenlent between all 
the above allottees Of by a final judicial determination, to contract 
\vith the Palo Verde Irrigation District in accordance with such 
agreement or determination; ProlJ'ided, that priorities numbered fourth 
nnd fifth in said recommendation shall not thereby be disturbed. 

(Signed) R.-\.y LYl\IAN WILBUR, 

Secretary oj'the Interior. 
SEPTEl\IBER 28, 1931. 
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