DEPARTMENT OF STATE

whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
fiy That the document annexed is a true copy of the

River Compact," signed 24th November, 1922, at the

nta Fe, New Mexico, the original of which is on file

artment.

In testimony wheveof 7, . Charles B, Hughes

Secretary of State, have hereunto caused the Seal of the

Depariment of State to be affixed and my name subscribed by
the Chief Clerk of the said Department, at the City of
Washington, this ... ... . twaenty-second day of

DecembeXr. oo , 1922,

mmef QALON

S«rdary of M

“Chief Clerk.






COLORADO RIVER COMPACT



The States of Arizona, Zalifornia,
nolorado, Yevada, New Mexico, Utah and Wvoming,
having resolved to enter into a compact under the
Act oé?%gngress of the United States of Amnerica
anoroved August 19, 1921 (42 Statutes at Large,
Page 171) and t he Acts of the Legislatures of the

said States, have through their Governors appointed

as thelir Zommissioners:

We Se Norviel for the State of Arizona

e Fe ieClure for the State of California
Delph E. Carpenter for the State of Colorado
Je« 3. Serughaa for the State of Yevada
Stephen B. Davis, .Tr. for the State of New lexico
Re L+ Saldwell for the State of Utah
frank C. Lmerson for the State of "Woming

who, after negotiations participated in by Herbert
Hoover appointed b The President as the renresenta=-
tive of the United States of America, have agreed upon

the following articles:



ARTICLE I

The major purposas of this compact are to
provide for the equitable division and apportionment
of the use of the Waters of the Colorado River System;
to establish the relative importance of different bene-
ficial uses of water; to promote interstate comity; to
remove causes of present and future controversies; and
to secure the expeditious agricultural and industrial
development of the Colorado River Basin, the storage of
its waters and the protection of life and property from
floods. To these ends the Colorado River Basin is
divided into two Basins, and an apportionment of the use
of part of the water of the Colorado River System is made
to each of them with the provision that further equitable

apportionnents may be made.
ARTICLE II

As used in this compact:-

(&) The term "Colorsdo River System" means that
portion of the Colorado River and its tributaries within
the United States of America.

(b) The term "Colorado River Basin" means all of
the drainage area of the Colorado River System and all
other territory within the United States of America to

which the waters of the Colorado River System shall be

beneficially applied.



(¢) T™e term "Ctates of the Upper Division" means
the States of Zolorado, lew Mexico, Utah and “yoaing.

(d) The term "States of the Lower Division" means
the States of Arizona, California and Nevada.

(e) The tarm "Lee Ferry" means a point in the main
stream of the Colorado River one mile below the mnouth of
the Paria River.

(f) The term "Upper 3asin™ means those parts of the
States of Arizona, Colorsdo, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming
within and from which waters naturally drain into the
Nalorado River System above Lee Ferry, and also all parts
of said States located without the drainage area of the
Colorado River System which are now or shall hereafter be
beneficially servea by waters diverted froam the System
above lLee rferry.

(g) The tafm "Lower 3asin" means those parts of
tag States of Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico
and Ttah within and from which waters naturally drain
into the Zolorado Niver System belw Lee Ferry, and also
all parts of said States located without the drainage
area of the Colorado River System which are now or shall
nereafter be beneficially served by waters diverted from
the System below Lee rerry.

(h) The term "domestic use" shall include the use
of water for household, stock, municipal, mining, milling,
industrial and other like purposes, but shall exclude the

Teneration of electrical power.
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ARTICLE III

(a) There is hereby apportioned fron the Colorado
7iver System in perpetuity to the Upper Basin and to
the Lower 3asin respectively the exclusive beneficial
consuaptive use of 7,500,000 acre feet of water per
annum, which shall include all water necessary for the
supnly of any rights which may now exist.

(p) Inadditiom to the apportionment im paragraph
(a), the Lower Basin is hereby given the right to in-
crease its beneficial consumptive use of such waters
by one million acre feet per annum.

(e) 1If, as a matter of international comity, the
mited States of America shall hereafter recognize in
the Tlnited States of “‘exico amy right to the use of any
waters of the Colorado River System, such waters shall be
supplied first from the waters which are surplus over
and above the aggregate of the guantities specified in
paragraphs (a) and (b)3 and if such surplus shall prove
insufficient for this purpose, then, the burden of such
deficiency shall be ejually borne by the Upper Basin and
the Lower Basin, and whenever necessary the States of
the Upper Division shall deliver at Lee Ferry water to
supply one-half of the deficiency so recognized in additiom
to that provided in paragraph (d).

(d) The States of the Upper Division will not

cauze the flow of the river at Lee Ferry to be depleted



oelow an aegregate of 75,000,000 acre feet for any
veriod of ten consecutive vears reckoned in continuing
nrnerassive series beginning with the first day of
Octoper next succeeding the ratification of this com-
pacte
(e) The States of the Upper Division shall not
withhold water, and the States of the Lower Division
shall not require the delivery of water, which cannot
reasonably be apnlied to domestic and agricultural uses.
(f) Further equitable apportionnent of the bene-
ficiel uses of the waters of the Colorado River System
unapportioned by paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) may be
mzde in t he manner provided in paragraph (g) at any
time after October first, 1963, if and when either
Basin shall have reached its total beneficial consumptive

use as set out in paragraphs (a) and (b),

(g2) In the event of a desire for a further appor-
tionment as provided in paragraph (f) any two signatory
States, acting through their Governors, may give jnint
notice or such desire to the Covernors of the other

signatory States and to The President of the United

States of America, and it shall be the duty of the
Governors of the signatory States and of The President
of the United States of America forthwith to appoint
representatives, whose duty it shall be to divide and
apportion equitably between the Upper Basin and Lower
B3asin the beneficial use of the unaspportioned water of
the Colorado River System as mentioned in paragraph (f),
subject to the legislative ratification of the signatory

States and the Congress of the United States of Amnerica.



(a) Inasmuch as the Colorado River has ceased
to ba navipgable for commerce gnd the reservation of
its waters for navigation would seriously liait the
development of its Basin, the use of its waters for
purposes of navigation shall be subservient to the
usaes of such waters for domestic, agricultural and
power purposes. If the Congress shall not consent to
this paragraph, the other provisions of this compact
shall nevertheless remain binding.

(b) Subject to the provisions of this compact,
water of the Coclorado River System may be impounded
and used for the generation of electrical power, but
such ilnpounding and use shall be subservient to the
use and consumption of such water for agricultural
and domestic purposes and shall not interfere with o r
prevent use for such dominant purposas.

(c) The provisions of this article shall not
aoply to or interfere with the regulation and control
by any State within its boundaries of the appropriation,

use and distribution of water.



ARTICLE V

The chief officlal of each sigmatory State
charged with t he gdninistration of water rights, to-
gether with t he Director of the United States Reclama=-
tion Service and the Director of the United States
Geologlecal Survey shall cooperate, ex-officios

(a) To promote the systematic determination and
co-ordination of the facts as to flow, appropriation,
consumption and use of water in the Colorado River Basin,
and the interchange of available information in such
natters.

(b) To secure the ascertainment and publication
of the annual flow of the Colorado River at Lee Ferry.

(¢) To perform such other duties as may be assigmed

by mutual consent of the signatories from time to time.



ARTICLE VI

Should any claim or controversy arise be-
tween any two or more of the signatory States: (a)
with respect to the waters of the Colorado River System
not covered by the terms of this compact; (b) over the
meaninz or performance of any of the terms of this
compact; (¢) as to the allocation of the burdens in-
cident to the performance of any article of this compact
or the delivery of waters as herein provided; (d) as to
the construction or operation of works within the Colo-
rado River Basin to be situated in two or more States,
or to be constructed in one State for the benefit of
another State; or (e) as to the diversion of water in
one State for the benafit of another State; the Governors
of the States affected, upon the rejuest of one of them,
shall rforthwith appoint Commissioners with power to con-
sider and adjust such claim or controversy, subject to
ratification by the Leglslatures of the States s» affected.

Nothing herein contained shall prevent the
adjustment of any such claim or controversy by any
present method or by direct future legislative action

of the interested States.



ARTICLE VII

Nothing in this compact shall be cons trued
as affecting the obligations of the United States of

America to Indian tribes.
ARTICLE VIII

Present perfected rights to the beneficial
use of waters of the Colorado River System are unim-
naired by this compact. Whenever storage capacity
of 5,000,000 acre feet shall have been provided om
the main Colorado River within or for the bemflt of
the Lower Basin, then claims of such rights, if any,
by appropriators or users of water in the Lower Basin

against appropriators or users of water in the Upper

Basin shall sttach to and be satisfied from water that
nay be stored not in conflict with Artiecle III.

All other rights to beneficial use of waters
of the Colorado River System shall be satisfied solely

from the water apportioned to that Basin in which they

are situate.



ARTICLE IX

Nothing in this coapact shall be construed
to linit or prevent any State fron instituting or
maintainine anya ction or proceeding, legal or e juitable
for the protection of any right under this conm ct or

the enforcenent of any of its provisions.
ARTICLE X

This compact 2aay be terninasted at any time
by the unaninous agresment of the signatory States.
In the event of such termination all rights establish-

ed under it shall continue unimpaired.
ARTICLE XI

This compact shall become binding and ob-
ligatory when it shall have been epproved by the Legis-
latures of each of the signatory States and by the
Congress of the United States. Notlce of aporoval by

the Legislatures shall be give’ by the Governor of each



sifmatory State to the Sovernors of the other sismatory
States snd to the President of tae linited States, and
tha Presidant of the Imited States is re,uasted to rcive
notice tn the Governors nf the sisnntory States of

approval by the 7ongress or 'ne Tniited States.

I7 TITIE3S THERD0S, the Tonnissioners have
signed this coapact in a single orieslnal, which shall
be denosited in the sreokives of the Departaent off State
of the United States or Jgnerica ana of which s duly
certifiad cory shall be forwardea to0 ths Governor of
each 2 the sismatory States.

DOTE at the Jity of Santa Fe, New ‘exico, this
twenty=-rourth dayy of Wovenber, 2. D« JOne "housand Fire
Hundra. end Twenty-{twoe.

(Siermed)} ™. S. Worviel
(Sizned) . . lcClure
(Sienea)} Delpk L. Jarpenter
(Signed) J. 5. Serurhaa
(ciemed) Stepnen 3. Davis, Jr.
{Signed) R. z. Zaldwell

(Signed) #Frank C. Emerson

APPASTED :

(Siened} MHerbvert Hoover.
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