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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Utl!OIll U!l'1Il' prl'1Il'ut1l 1I~all COUll', ~rl'l'tillg: 

tfy That the document annexed 1s a true copy of the 

River Compact,t1 signed 24th l~ovember, 1922, at the 

nta Fe, Nen Mexico, the original of Which 1s on file 

~Il tcstimOIl\ll\lT!c",of I, .m•.c:!l<l.':!~....II.•.JlJl&b•• ,_'.mm... 

Sccruary of Siale, hace hereunto caused the Seal of the 

Department of Siale to he aifixet/ and my name JuhscrikJ by 

tire Chief Qert of the said Department, at 1M City of 

W",hin,lon. thi' m ••••_.t.lI.lllll.}<.~S=d.. Joy o} 

..!lll.CJlmller...m__.__. • 1922. 





COLORADO RIVER COMPACT
 



7he States or Ari%onn. California. 

~olorado. l~eTad.a. !~ew ;,(e:l'.ico. Utah and 7?:/o~ing. 

having resolved t.o enter into a cOIl:lpact under the 

the 
Act ofhCongress of the United States of America 

ap:)rovetl August 19. l~2l (..2 Statutu at Large. 

Pago 171) and the Act.s of the Legislatures or the 

said States. kave tbrough their Governors appointed 

as their ~o~l.sloners: 

'J. S. !lorvlel to. tho State ot Ariaona 

-... ," . :JcClure to. tho State ot ~alifornla 

Delph E. Carpenter tor tho State ot t:olorado 

J. :}. Scrugham to. the State ot ~:ev.da 

Stephen B. Davis. .Tr. tor tho State ot J:ew :.texico 

~. E. ~aldwoll tor tho State ot Utaa 

Frank , !:)nerson tor tho State of ~!yoll1in«.' 
wh~. after negotiations participated in by Herbert 

HooTer appo in ted b~· ~e President .. the r~!>resenta-

tive of the United State. ot 4~erlc•• baTe agreed upon 

the following articles: 



AR'i.'ICLE I 

The major purposes of this compact are to 

provide fot' the equi table dhis ion and. a pportionm.ent 

of the use of the ~aters of the colorado RiYer System; 

to establish the relatiTe importance of different bene

ficial uses of water; to promote interstate comity; to 

remOTe causes of present and future controTersies; and 

to secure the expeditious agricultural and industrlal 

deTelopment of tae Colorado RiYer Baain, the storage of 

its "/aters and tite protection of life and property from 

floods. To these ends the Colorado RiYal" Baain is 

divided into two Basina. and an apportionment of the use 

of part of the water at the Colorado RiYer System i8 made 

to each ot them with the proTision that further equitable 

ap!l'Jrtionrnents may be made. 

A.'qTt~LE II 

As used in this compact:

(al The term "Colorado Rhor ~jstem" means that 

portion of the C~lorado niTor and its tributaries within 

the United States of America. 

(b 1 The term "Colorado Rher Basln" meana all of 

the drainage area of the Colorado Riyer System and all 

other territory within the united States ot America to 

which the waters at the Colorado RiTer System shall be 

beneficially applied. 



(c) ~e ter~ ~:t8te' at tbe Upper Diyi.ion~ means 

the States of ~olorado, ~!ew ldexico, Utah and -~·o~ing. 

(d 1 ':'be ter~ ~Statea of the Lower DiY1sion" ltleana 

the States of Arizona, California and eyada. 

(eJ The Lorm "Lee ferry" :neans a point in the tnQin 

sLrea~ or the Colorado Riyar one ~ile below the ~outh of 

the ?aria ~lyer. 

(t) :"ho term "Upper 3asin~ ll1ea.DS those parts or the 

States or Arizona, Colorado, New ~exico, Utah and ~Jo~ing 

within Bnd from which waters naturally drain into the 

C~lorado River System aboYe tee ~erry, and also all parts 

or said Statos located without the drainage area of the 

ColOrado Riyor System which are now or shall hereafter be 

beneficially leryea by wbters diyerted fro~ tbe System 

above Lee ~·erry. 

(gl The term "Lower 3as1n~ :Deans thOse parts of 

tao SLatos of Arizona, California, ~eYada. tew .exico 

and Utah within and from which waters naturally drain 

into the Colorado Riyer System bel~ Lee Ferry, and also 

all parts of said States located without the drainage 

area of the Colorado ~iyer System which are now Or ahall 

hereafter be beneficially seryed by waters diYerted frolD 

the ~Jate~ below Lee rerry. 

(h) 7ne term ~do~e.tic use~ shall include tho use 

of water for household, atock, municipal, mining, milling. 

industrial and othar llke purpoaes, but shall exclUde the 

~enerntion of electrical power. 

http:ll1ea.DS


AH7ICU; II I
 

(al There is bereby apportioned fro~ the Colorado 

~iYer SYatem in perpetuity to the upper BaBin and to 

tbe tower 3asin reapectiyely the exclusiye benefioial 

cons~tiye uae or 7.500.000 acre feet of water per 

annum, which ahall includo all water necessary for tbe 

liu!l!lly of an;y rights whicll 'III8Y now exist. 

(bl In a ddit10n to the apportiouent in paragrapll 

(a), tho Lower asain is hereby giyen the right to in

creaae ita beneficial conaumptl~e use of auell waters 

by one ~ililon acre teet per annu.. 

(c) It, as a qUer of international co;oity" the 

~~ited States of America skall hereafter recognise in 

the United States of 'ledco a~ rigllt to tbe use ot any 

waters of the Colorado RiY9r Syatem, such watera skall be 

~upplied firat from tho watera wbich are aurplus oYer 

and &boye the agr,regate of the quantitiea specified In 

paragra9bs (a) and (b); And it auo. surplua sbnll pro~e 

insufficient tor thls purpose, then. the burden of auc. 

deficiency shall be equally borne by the upper Sasin and 

the LOwer Basln, and wheneyer necessar,y the Statel or 

the upper DIYlaion shall dellyer at Lee ,erry water to 

supply one-half or the deficiency 10 reoo~iled In addltion 

to that proylded in paragrapa (d). 

(d) The Statea of the Upper DiYllion wl11 not 

cau'e the flow of the rlyer at Lee Ferry to be depleted 



below an aggregate of 75~OOO.OOO aere feet for any 

period of ten consecutiY8 yearl reckoned in eontinui~ 

pr0~r6Sgive series beginning with t~e first day of 

October next succeeding the ratification of this COtn

pact~ 

(el 7he State. of tbe Upper Dlyision skall not 

withhold water, and the States of tbe Lower Diyision 

shall Dot require the deliyery of water, wniob cannot 

reasonably be aprylied to dO~estio and agrioultural Use'. 

(fl Furthar equitable apportion'l1ent or the bene

ricial use; of tbe waters of the Colorado RiYer SY8te~ 

UDapportioned by paragraph. (a), (bJ and (c) may be 

ll\B.de in the :n&lmer proYideu in paragrap_ (g) at any 

ti~e after October first, 1963. if and when eitaer 

Basin sball haTe reached it. total beneficial conlumptiYe 

use as .et out in paragrapka (al and (b), 

(g) In the eTent of a desire for a further appor

tton'l1ont as ?roYided in paragrapn (fl any two signatory 

St8tes~ acting througa their Qoyernors. ~y eiTe Jnint 

notice of suck desire to the C~Yernor. of tbe otber 

signatory State. and to The Pre.ident of the United 

State. of America. and it sball be the duty of tae 

Governors of the signatory State' and of The ?relident 

of the United States of Atrlerica forthwith to appoint 

repre.entatiTe•• whose duty it ._all be to diyide and 

apportion equitably between tke Upper Ba8in and Lower 

salin the beneficial u'e of the unapportioned water of 

tDa Colorado RiYer Sy.tea .. mantionad in paragrapb (fl. 

subjact to the leglllathe ratification or the signatory 

Statel and the Congre•• of t_e United State' ot Amerioa. 



AR7ICLE IV 

(a) Inasmuch as the Colorado RiYer has ~eased 

to be navigable for co~~eroo and the resorvation ot 

its waters for navigation would seriously limit the 

devolo~ent ot its Basin, the use of ita watera tor 

purposes ot navigation l.al1 be sublervient to the 

uses of such waters for domestic, agricultural and 

power purpoles. If the Consress shall not oonsent to 

this paragraph, the other provisions Of this compact 

shall nevertheless remain binding, 

(b) Subject to the provisions of this compact, 

water of the Colorado River Syste~ ~ be impounded 

and used for the generation of electrical power, but 

such i'~ounding and use shall be subservient to toe 

uso and consumption of luch water for agricultural 

and domestic purposes and .hall not interfere with 0 r 

~revent UGe for auch dominant purposes. 

(c1 The provisions of this article shall not 

apply to or interfere with the rogulation and control 

by any State within its boundaries of the appropriation, 

use and distribution of water. 



AR7ICLE V 

~he chief official of each $lgnatory State 

hargod with t htl ad:nlniatratlon of water rights, to

geth.er with t he Director ot the PUlted States eclama

tion Ser'Ylce and tho Director of tbe Un! ted State. 

Goological Suryey shall cooperate, ex-officio I 

lal To proliloto the systell'lutic detormination and 

co-ordination of the facts as to flow, appropriation, 

consumption and use of water 1n the Colorado Rhor Basin, 

and tbo lnterchs-~e of &Tal1able infor~tLon In auch 

oatters. 

(b) ~o secure the a8certai~8nt and publication 

of the annual flow of the Colorado Rl~er at Lee Ferry. 

(cl To perform such other duties aa ~ be assigned 

by mutual consent of the signatories from time to time. 



AR7ICL~ VI 

Should any olalm or contro?eray arlae be

tween a~ two or more of the al~atory State.~ (a) 

with respect to the waters of the Colorado RI?er Syatem 

not CaTered by the terms of this compactJ (bl oYer tbe 

moaning or performance of a~ of the terma of tbia 

compact; (oj as to the allocation of the burden. in

cident to the performance ot a~ article of thia compact 

or the deliTery of wat.ra as herein pro?ided; (d) aa to 

the construction or operation of works withIn the Colo

rado RiTer BasIn to be situated In two or more States, 

or to be constructed In one State for the benefIt of 

another State; or (el aa to the di?eralon of water in 

one State for the benefit of another State; the Go?ernora 

of the States affected. upon the requeat of one of them, 

shall ~orthwith appoint Commiasioners with power to coo

Sidor and adjust such claim or contro?eray, subject to 

ratification b,y the Legialatures of the States 8» affected. 

Nothing berein contained shall pre?8nt the 

adjustment of any such claim or contro?ersy by a~ 

present method or by diroct future legislntiTe action 

of the interested Statea. 



•.'J\'1'IClJ:. VI I 

Kothing in tai_ cOap&ot _&all be oonstrued 

as nftect\n~ tbe obligations of the United States of 

A~erica to Indian tribel. 

ARTI=LE VIII 

present perfected rigbts to tne benefioial 

us, of waters of the colorado RiTer System are unie

,aired by tlIh corrpacc. neDe"er storage capacity 

of 5,000,000 acre feet shall aaTe be.R proTided all. 

tne .... to Colorado RiTer ."itUn or tor the bemftt of 

the Lower Balin, tllen claims ot sue. rig.ta, it ~. 

by appropriators or uaera of water 111. th, Lower salin 

aeainat appropriators Or users of water in tlle Upper 

Basin sMl1 .ttaell to and be SEl.tisft&d fro:n water that 

118Y be atOI'OU not til. conflict wlth Article III. 

All other rights to beneficial UI, of waters 

Of the Colorado RiTer SysteG lhall be latisti'd lol,ly 

from the water ~portloned to that Basin in watcA t • ., 

are lituate. 



!~othing in tala cOlUpaet .llall be con5trued 

to ll~lt or preTent aD¥ State tro~ inatltutl~ or 

1I18.1ntalniug ~ a ctlon or proceeding. legal or e tuitable 

tor the protection of any r igbt under thia c~ ct or 

the enforce-nent of any ot 1. ts prOTls ionl. 

AR':'ICLE X 

~hia co~act ~a7 be ter~1.nated at any tIme 

by the unanl~ous agre8~ent of tho signatory Statel. 

In the e.ent Of auch ter~ination all right. e.t.bli.a. 

ed under it ahall continue uni~paired. 

ARnCLE :U 

~his ~o~npact allall become binding and ob

ligatory when it shall aaTe been approTed by tRe Legi.

latures of eaca at the 5ignatory Stat•• and by ell. 

Congrell ot the United Stat... Yotlce ot ap9r oTal by 

tlle Legislature. 'Rall be ghe"'1 by tke GOTernor ot ••011 



Stetes snd ~o t.he Presltt,:1t of t:l1o tl!llted ~tat.s. 3m 

the ~::"esld13nt of the t1r.lt.ed States is re ~\i.1)8terl to ?,'he 

notl...:e tl) the ~~vet"nl')r& of the si~~tOr? State; ot 

approval by tho r:ollfTea~ Ot' ~.iote lJ!thod. ~t.te•• 

81goGd tbis co~~nct 1n a single ort~lnnl. ~hicA sAall 

be d8?!>slted in \.~e liJ"CalVe8 of t.}18 De~rt..t\ent of 9tate 

ot the Uni ced States ot ~:nerlca and of whlca a ttuly 

certifiod c~r~ ,kal] be forwardla to tns GOTernor ot 

!lon: at tlle '~l ty ot santa Fe. ;:e.' '!exl.oo. tbis 

twonty-i'l\Orth da:, ~f ~OT8-nbert )., n. .1110 :'"nousand j;1.r.o 

IS:enodj -... s. ~:orYl e 1 

...(Si,nod) " . ,'.. :.lcCl~re 

(Sicn·~l nelpk ~. Carpenter 

,T.(SLene~1 ~. 5c~b.aJl. 

(Signed) R. L' Jaldwell 

(Signod) ~ran« 0. ~~erIOn 

(Gl~od.) !Ierbert ]i?oYer. 
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