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Passive Solar Design Strategies: 
GuJdeltnesjar Home Bu11ders 
represents over three years of 
effort by a unique group of 
organizatlons and md1viduals. 
The challenge of creating an 
effective design tool that could 
be customized for the specific 
needs of builders in Cities and 
towns all over the U.S. called for 
the talents and experience of 
specialists in many different 
areas of expertise. 

Passive Solar Design 
S~~s~basedon~ 

sponsored by the United States 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
Solar Builc:Ungs Program. and 
carried out p11mar1ly by the Los 
Alamos Natlonal Laboratory 
(LANL), the Solar Energy 
Research Institute (SERI) and 
the Florida Solar Energy Center 
(FSEC). 

The National Association of 
Home Builders (NAHB) StanciJng 
Committee on Energy has 
provided invaluable advice and 
assistance dl1l1ng the 
development of the Guidelines. 

Valuable information was 
drawn from the 14-countIy 
International Energy Agency 
(lEAl, Solar Heating and Cooling 
program, Task vm on Passive 
and HybI1d Solar Low Energy 
Buildings (see next page for 
more about the internatlonal 
context of Passive Solar Destgn 
Strateg~s). 

PSIC expresses particular 
gratitude to the following 
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Manager; Nancy Carllale and 
Paul Notari at SERI; Belen 
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PSIC; IIlchael BeD, former 
Chairman of PSIC, and Layne 
RlcUey and Elena MarchesG-
Moreno, former Executive 
Directors of PSIC; Arthur W. 
Johnson, for technical 
ass~tance m the development of 
the Guidelines and worksheets: 
IIlchael Nlcldaa, who worked 
on the Guidelines from their 
early stages and was 
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the first pilot workshop inNorth 
Carolina; Charles Eley. for h~ 
help m every aspect of the 
production of the Guidelines 
package. 

Although all the members of 
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of the Guidelines, several 
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Technical Committee: and Blon 
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Solar Design 
Strategies and the 
International Energy 
Ailene,. 

Valuable information from the 
International Energy Agency's 
Solar Heating and Cooling 
research program has been 
integrated into SokIr DesfQn 
Strategies. 

Under the leadership of the 
U.s. Department of Energy 
~aelJ.Holu.Operating 

Agent on behalf of DOE) the lEA. 
Task VlU is producing a series of 
Design Information Booklets on 
a number of issues related to the 
desJgn and construction of 
passive solar residential 
buildings. Among the booklets 
will be desJgn guidelines for each 
of the 14 nations paItjcipating in 
Task VlU. SokIr Design 
Strategies is the U.S. 
contribution to this part of the 
DesJgn Information Booklet 
series. 

All the lEA. Task vm DesJgn 
Information Booklets will be 
available from PSIC. The 
booklets include: 
• Booklet 1: ''Energy Design 
Principles in Bu1ldings" explains 
the heat transfer principles 
critical to the thermal comfort of 
passive solar buildings. 
• Booklet 2: "DesJgn Context" 
presents a checklist of factors to 
be considered in the design 
process. 
• Booklet 3: ''Design 
Guidelines" spec1ftcally 
developed for each nation. 
"Solar Design Strategies" will 
present site-speciftc design 
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guidelines for cities and towns in 
the U.S. 
• Booklet 4: ''Destgn Tool 
Selection and Use" provides 
guidance in the selection of 
design tools appropriate for each 
step of the design process. 
• Booklet 5: "Construction 
Details" identtftes solutions to 
construction problems unique to 
passive solar build1ngs. 
• Booklet 6: "Passive Solar 

. Homes: Case Studies" highlights 
the perfoJ'lll8IlCe of bu1ldings 
constructed and monitored by 
Task VIll countries. 
• Booklet 7: ''Design 
Language" written prfmar1ly for 
design professiOnals and 
students. describes an approach 
to generating whole building 
design solutions based on 
climate analysis and destgn-
centered analys1s. 
• Booklet 8: ''Post-
Construction Activities" 
discusses aspects of passive 
homes that are unique and may 
require attention by the 
occupants and -home builders. 
PSIC would like to express its 
thanks to the Task VIll member 
nations for the wealth of 
information their long-term 
commitment to international 
solar research has made 
possible. 
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Part One: Introduction 
1. Introduction to the Passive Solar Design 

Strategies Package 

2. Passive Solar Performance Potential 
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1. Introduction to the 
Passive Solar Design 
Strategies Package 

The idea of passive solar is 
simple. but applying it effectively 
does require information and 
attention to the details of design 
and construction. Some passive 
solar techniques are modest and 
low-cost. and require only small 
changes in a builder's standard 
practice. At the other end of the 
spectrum. some passive solar 
systems can almost el1m1nate a 
house's need for purchased 
energy - but probably at a 
relatively high first cost. 

In between are a broad range 
of energy-conserving passive 
solar techniques. Whether or 
not they are cost-effective. 
practical and attractive enough 
to offer a market advantage to 
any individual builder depends 
on very specific factors such as 
local costs. climate and market 
characteristics. 

Passive Solar Design 
Strategies: GUidellnesJor Home 
BuUders is written to help give 
builders the information they 
need to make these decisions. 

GUiDEUNES PART ONE: INTRODUCTION 

Passive Solar Design Strategies 
is a package in three basic parts: 
• The Guidelines contain 
information about passive solar 
techniques and how they work. 
and provides specific examples 
of systems which will save 
various percentages of energy: 
• The Worksheets offer a 
simple. fill-in-the-blank method 
to pre-evaluate the performance 
of a specific design. 
• The Worked Example 
demonstrates how to complete 
the worksheets for a.typical 
residence. 

• 

Buil.derGuide 
A special builder-friendly 
computer program called 
BuUderGulde has been developed 
to automate the calculations 
involved in filling out the four 
worksheets. The program 
operates like a spreadsheet; the 
user fills in values for the 
buUdtng. and the computer 
completes the calculations. 
including all table lookups. and 
prints out the answers. The 
results are the same as if you 
complcrted the worksheets 
manually but it is much faster, 
more convienient, and less prone 
to arithmetic error. Many design 
variations can be evaluated very 
quickly. 

BuUderGulde is available from 
the Passive Solar Industries 
Council. See page 53 for the 
address. Computer data files 
containing the information on 
pages 48-49 are available for 
205 locations within the United 
States. The user can then adjust 
for local conditions so 
performance can be evaluated 
virtually anywhere. 
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The Guidelines 
Some pJ1nciples of passive solar 
design rema1n the same in every 
cl1mate. But the important 
thing about passive solar is that 
it makes better use of the 
opportunities in a house's 
surroundings. So, many 
fundamental aspects of the 
passive solar house's desfgn will 
depend on the conditions in a 
small10cal area, and even on the 
features of the building site 
itself. Many of the suggestions 
in this section apply specifically 
to Oakland, California, but there 
is also information in each 
section of the booklet which will 
be useful in any cl1mate. 

Part One introduces Passive 
Solar Design Strategies, and 
presents the performance 
potential of several different 
passive solar systems in the 
Oakland cltmate. Although in 
practice many factors will affect 
actual energy performance, this 
information will give you a 
general idea of how various 
systems will perform in your 
area. 

Part Two discusses the basic 
concepts of passive solar design 
and construction: what the 
advantages of passive solar are, 
how passive solar relates to 
other kinds of energy 
conservation measures, how the 
primary passive solar systems 
work, and what the builder's 
most important considerations 
should be when evaluating and 
using different passive solar 
strategies. 

Part Three gives more 
specJftc advice about techniques 
for suntempenng, direct gain 
systems, thermal storage mass 
walls and sunspaces, and for 
natural cooling strategies to help 
offset air-conditioning needs. 

The Example Tables in Part 
Three are also related to 
Worksheet numbers, so that you 
can compare them to the 
designs you are evaluating. For 
example, the Passive Solar 
Sunspace Example Case which 
uses 40% less energy than the 
Base Case House (page 29) has: 
• a Conservation Performance 
Level of approximately 27,947 
Btu/yr-sf, 
• an Auxiliary Heat 
Performance Level of 
approximately 15,044 Btu/yr-sf, 
and 
• a Summer Cooling 
Performance Level of 448 
Btu/yr-sf. 

(In this :~ple, the energy 
savtngs are achieved by no 
increase in insulation over the 
Base Case, adding a sunspace 
with south glazing area equal to 
10% of the house's floor area, 
and using a ceiling fan to cut 
some of the air conditioning 
load.) 

A Base Case house is 
compared with a series of 
Example cases to illustrate 
exactly how these increased 
levels of energy-efficiency might 
be achieved. 

3 
The Base Case House is a 

reasonably energy-efficient 
house based on a 1987 National 
AssOCiation of Home Builders 
study of housing characteristics, 
divided into seven different 
regions. The Base Case used for 
Oakland, California is from the 
2,500-3,500 heating degree days 
region. The floor construction 
is assumed to be slab-on-grade, 
because this is typical in 
California. 

The examples show how to 
achieve 20, 40 and 60% energy-
use reductions using three basic 
strategies: 
• Added Insulation: 
increasing insulation levels 
without adding solar features. 
• 8untemperlDg: increasing 
south-facing glazing to a 
maximum of 7% of the house's 
total floor area, but without 
adding thermal mass (energy 
storage) beyond what is already 
in the framing, standard floor 
coverings and gypsum wall-
board and ceiling surfaces. 
Insulation levels are also 
increased. 

Oakland, California 
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• Paul .. Solar: using three 
different desfgn approaches: 
Direct Gam. Sunspace. and 
Thermal Storage Wall. and 
increased levels of insulation. 

For all strategies. the energy 
savings 1nd1cated are based on 
the assumption that the energy-
eftlcient desJgn and construction 
guidelJnes have been followed. so 
the houses are properly sited 
and tlghtly built with high-
quality windows and doors. 

The GutdelJnes section has 
been kept as brief and 
straightforward as possible. but 
more detailed mformation is 
available If needed. Some 
references are Indicated in the 
text. and a list of other 
mformation sources can be 
found in the References. Also 
induded at the end of this book 
are a brief Glossary. a summary 
of the Example Tables for 
Oakland. CalIfornia. and two 
pages explaining some of the 
background and assumptions 
behind the Guidelines and 
Worksheets called Technical 
Basis for the Builder GuidelJnes. 

GUIDELINES PART ONE: INTRODUCTION 

The Worksheets 
The Worksheets are specifically 
tailored for Oakland. California. 
and are a very Jmportant part of 
this package because they allow 
you to compare on paper 
different passive solar strategies 
or combinations of strategies. 
and the effect that changes will 
have on the overall performanCe 
of the house. 

The most effective way to use 
the Worksheets is to make 
multiple copies before you ft1l 
them out the first tUne. You can 
then use the Worksheets to 
calculate several different 
designs. For instance. you could 
first calculate the performance of 
the basic house you build now. 
then flll out Worksheets for that 
house plus added insulation 
plus a sunspace. and then for a 
third possibility such as a 
Thermal Storage Wall. 

The Worksheets provide a 
way to calculate quickly and 
with reasonable accuracy how 
well a destgn is likely to perform 
in four key ways: how well it will 
conserve heat energy: how much 
the solar features will contribute 
to its total heating energy needs; 
how comfortable the house will 
be; and how much the house's 
annual cooling load (need for air 
conditioning) will be. 

The Worksheets are 
supported by "look-up" tables 
contaJnJng pre-calculated factors 
and numbers for the local area. 
Some of the blanks in the 
Worksheets call for information 
about the house - for example. 
floor area, projected area of 
passive solar glazing. and so 
forth. Other blanks require a 
number from one of the tables -

for example. from the Solar 
System Savings Fraction table or 
from the Heat Gain Factor table. 

The Worksheets allow 
calculation of the following 
performance indicators: 
• Worksheet I: Conservation 
Performance Level: determines 
how well the house's basic 
energy conservation measures 
(insulation. sealing. caulking. 
etc.) are working to ptevent 
unwanted heat loss in the 
winter. The bottom line of this 
Worksheet is a number 
measuring heat loss in British 
thermal units per square foot 
per year (Btu/sf-yr) - the lower 
the heat loss. the better. 
• Worksheet D: AwdUary 
Beat Performance Level: 
determines how much heat has 
to be suppUed (that is. provided 
by the heating system) after 
taking into account the heat 
contributed by passive solar. 
This worksheet arrives at a 
number estimating the amount 
of heating energy the house's 
non-solar heating system has to 
provide in Btu/yr-sf. Again. the 
lower, the better. 
• Worksheet m: Thermal 
Mass/Comfort: determines 
whether the house has adequate 
thermal mass to assure comfort 
and good thermal performance. 
Worksheet m calculates the 
number of degrees the 
temperature inside the house is 
likely to vary. or "swing", dur1ng 
a sunny winter day without the 
heating system operating. A 
well-designed house should have 
a temperature swing of no more 
than 13 degrees, and the less 
the better. 
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• Woarbileet IV: 81111UDer 
CooUq PerfonDaDce Level: 
indicates how much air 
conditioning the house will need 
in the summer (it is not, 
however, intended for use in 
sizing equipment, but as an 
indication of the reductions in 
annual cooling load made 
possible by the use of natural 
cooling). The natural cooling 
guidelines should make the 
house's total cooling load - the 
bottom line of this Worksheet, in 
Btu/yr-sf - smaller than in a 
"conventional" house. 

So, the Worksheets provide 
you with four key numbers 
indicating the projected 
performance of the various 
demgns you are evaluating. 
• The WoarUd Bum..- To 
assist in understanding how the 
design strategies outlined in the 
Guidelines affect the overall 
performance of a house, a 
worked example is included. 
The example house, constructed 
of mater1als and design elements 
typkal of the area, is a one 
story, single-family 1500 sf 
passive solar design. Various 
design features, such as dJrect 
gain spaces, sunspaces, 
increased levels of insulation 
and thermal mass, are filcluded 
to illustrate the effects combined 
systems have on the 
performance of a house. Also, 
many features are covered to 
demonstrate how various 
conditions and situations are 
addressed in the worksheets. A 
description of the design 
features, along with the house 
plans, elevations and sections, 
are included for additional 
support information. 

2. Passive Solar 
Performance 
Potential 

The energy performance of 
passive solar strategies varies 
significantly, depending on 
cUmate, the specjfic design of 
the system, and the way it is 
built and operated. Of course, 
energy performance is not the 
only consideration. A system 
which will give excellent energy 
performance may not be as 
marketable in your area or as 
easily adaptable to your designs 
as a system whkh saves less 
energy but fits your other needs. 

In the following table, several 
ditJerent passive solar systems 
are presented along with two 
numbers which indicate their 
performance. The Percent Solar 
SavIDge is a measure of how 
much the passive solar system is 
reducing the house's need for 
purchased energy. For example, 
the Percent Solar Savings for the 
Base Case is 13.6%, because 
even in a non-solar house, the 
south-facing windows are 
contributing some heat energy. 

The Yield. is the annual net 
heating energy benefit of adding 
the passive solar system, 
measured in Btu saved per year 
per square foot of additional 
south glazing. 

The ftgt.ires given are for a 
1,500 sf, single-story house with 
a slab floor. The Base Case has 
45 sf of south-facing glazing. 
For the purposes of this 
example, the Suntempered 
house has 100 sf of south-facing 
glass, and each passive solar 
system has 145 sf. 

5 
The energy savings 

presented in this example 
assume that all the systems are 
designed and built according to 
the suggestions in these 
Guidelines. It's also important 
to remember that the figures 
below are for annual net heating 
benefits. The natural cooling 
section in Part Three gives 
advice about shading and other 
techniques which would make 
sure the winter heating benefits 
are not at the expense of higher 
summer cooling loads. 

Please note that throughout 
the Guidelines and Worksheets 
the glazing areas given are for 
the actual net area of the glass 
itself. A common rule of thumb 
is that the net glass area is 80 
percent of the rough frame 
opening. For example, if a south 
glass area of 100 sf is desired, 
the required area of the rough 
frame opening would be about 
125 sf. 

Oakland, Callfom. 



6 GUIDELINES PART ONE: INTRODUCTION 

Perfonnance Potential of Passive Solar Strategies 
In oakland, california 

1,500 sf, Single Story House 
Yield 

PerceDt Btu Saved per 
Solar Square Foot of 

Case SaviDtB South Glass 

BaaeCaee 13.6 not applicable 
(45 sf of south-facing double glass) 
SUntempenld 28.3 103,306 
(100 sf of south-facing double glass) 

Direct GaIn (145 sf of south glass) 
Double Glass 38.1 95,654 
Triple or Iow-e glass 39.0 102,440 
Double glass with R-4 night insulation 1 41.9 115,642 
Double glass with R-9 night insulation 1 42.7 119,335 

SUnapace (145 sf of south glas~ 
35.8 91,038 Attached with opaque end walls 

Attached with glazed end walls2 35.2 88,100 
Semi-enclosed with vertical glazing3 37.4 94,650 
Semi-enclosed with 50· sloped glazing3 45.4 130,584 

Thennal Storage Wall- Masonry/Concrete 
(145 sf of south glass) 
Black surface, double glazing 34.5 84,344 
Selective surface, single glazing 43.2 121,903 
Selective surface, double glazing 41~9 116,658 

Thennal Storage Wall- Water Wall 
(145 sf of south glass) 
Selective surface, single glazing 48.3 142,780 

1. Night insulation is assumed to cover the south glass each night and 
removed when sun is available. Experience has shown that many 
homeowners find this inconvenient and so the potential energy savings 
are often not achieved. Using Iow-e or other energy-efficient glazing is 
more reliable. 

2. The attached sunspace is assumed to have, in addition to glazed 
walls, roof glazing at a slope of 30 degrees from the horizontal, or a 7:12 
pitch. (See diagram SSB1 in the Worksheets.) 

3. The semi-enclosed sunspace has only the south wall exposed to the 
out-of-doors. The glazing has a slope of 50· from the horizontal, or a 
14:12 pitch. The side walls are adjacent to conditioned space in the 
house. (See diagram SSD1 in the Worksheets.) 
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Part Two: Basics of Passive Solar 

1. Why ruslve Solar? More than a Question of 
Enera:Y 

2. Key Concepts: Energy Conservation. 
Suntempering. Passive Solar 

3. Improviq Conservation Performance 

4. Mechanical Systems 

5. South-Facing Glass 

6. Thermal Mass 

7. Orientation 

8. Site Planning for Solar Acce~s 

9. Interior Space planning 

10. Putting it Together: The House as a System 

7 
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1. Why Paslve Solar? 
More than a Question 
of Ener.,. 

Houses today are more energy-
effic1ent than ever before. 
However, the vast maJortty of 
new houses sUB ignore a lot of 
energy saving opportun1t1es-
opportunWes available In the 
sunlight falling on the house, in 
the landscaping. breezes and 
other natural elements of the 
site, and opportunWes In the 
structure and materials of the 
house itself, which, with 
thoughtful desJgn, could be used 
to conect and use free energy. 
Passive solar (the name 
distinguiShes it from "active" or 
mecha.n1cal solar technologies) is 
simply a way to take maximum 
advantage of these 
opportunWes. 

Home buyers are also 
Increastngly soph1st1cated about 
energy issues, although the 
average home buyer is probably 
much more famfUar with 
insulation than with passive 
solar. The "energy crtsis" may 
be temporarily over, but very few 
people peree1ve their own 
household energy bills as getting 
smaller - quite the opposite. So 
a house with sJgniftcantly lower 
monthly energy costs year-round 
will have a strong market 
advantage over a comparable 
house down the street, no 
matter what International oil 
prices may be. 

But there are many different 
ways to reduce energy bills, and 
some are more marketable than 
others. For instance, adding 
insulation can markedly Jmprove 
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energy-efficiency - but added 
insulation is Invisible to the 
prospective home buyer. A 
sunny, open living area lit by 
south-facing windows, on the 
other hand. may be a key selling 
point. Windows in general are 
popular with homebuyers, and 
passive solar can make windows 
energy prod.ucers instead of 
energy liab1l1t1es. 

Another example: high-
efficiency heating equipment can 
account for signtftcant energy 
savings - but it won't be as 
much fun on a winter morning 
as breakfast In a bright, 
attractive sunspace. 

The point is not that a 
builder should choose passive 
solar tnstead of other energy-
conserving measures. The 
Jmportant thing is that passive 
solar can add not only energy-
efficiency, but also very saleable 
amenities - style. comfort, 
attractive Intertors, curb appeal 
and resale value. 

In fact, In some local 
markets, builders report that 
they don't even make speciftc 
reference to "passive solar". 

They Just present their houses 
as the state of the art in energy-
efficiency and style, and they 
use passive solar as a part of the 
package 

The U. S. Department of 
Energy and the Solar Energy 
Researeh Institute (SERI) 
conducted extensive national 
surveys of passive solar homes, 
home owners and potentlal 
buyers. Some key findings: 
• passive solar homes work 
- they generally require an 
average of about 30% less 
energy for heating than 
"conventional" houses, with 
some houses saving much more. 
• occupants of passive solar 
homes are pleased with the 
performance of their homes (over 
90% ''very satisfied"), but they 
rank the comfort and pleasant 
living environment as just as 
Jmportant (in some regions, 
more important) to their 
satisfaction, and in their 
deCision to buy the house, as 
energy considerations. 
• passive solar home owners 
and lenders perceive the 
resale value of passive solar 
houses as high. 

Advantages of Passive Solar 
• Energy perfonnance: Lower energy bills all year-round 
• Attractive living environment: large windows and views, sunny 

interiors, open floor plans 
• COmfon: quiet (no operating noise), solid const~ction, warmer in 

winter, cooler in summer (even dunng a power failure) 
• Value: high owner satisfaction, high resale value 
• Low Maintenance: durable, reduced operation and repairs 
• Investment: independence from future rises in fuel costs, will continue 

to save money long after any initial costs have been recovered 
• Environmental Concerns: clean, renewable energy to combat 

growing concerns over global wanning, acid rain and 
ozone depletion 
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2. Key Concepts: 
EnerIY Conservation, 
SuntemperiD" 
Paaive Solar 

The strategies for enhancing 
energy performance which are 
presented here fa1linto three 
general categories: 
• BDUIY CoIIMrfttloa: 
insulation levels, control of air 
mfiltration, glazing type and 
location and mechanical 
equipment. 
• 8_tempel'lDl: a lttn1ted use 
of passive solar techniques; 
modestly 1ncreas1ng south-facing 
window area, usually by 
relocating windows from other 
sides of the house, but without 
adding thermal mass. 
• Pu8i .. Solar: going beyond 
CODSeJVation and suntemper1ng 
to a complete system of 
collection, storage and use of 
solar energy: using more south 
glass, adding sJgnificant thermal 
mass, and taking steps to 
control and distribute heat 
energy throughout the house. 

What is ttnmed1ately clear is 
that these categol1es overlap. 
For instance, a good energy-
CODSeJVation package is the 
necessary starting point of all 
well-designed suntempered and 
passive solar houses. There's no 
use collecting solar energy If it is 
ttnmediately lost through leaky 
windows or poorly insulated 
walls. 

In the same way, many of 
the measures that are often 
considered part of suntempertng 
or passive solar - such as 
ol1eIitfng to take advantage of 
summer breezes, or landscaping 
for natural cooling, or facing a 
long wall of the house south -
can help a house CODSelVe 
energy even If no "solar" features 
are planned. 

The essential elements in a 
passive solar house are aouth-
faclDg JIa8II and thermal mass. 

In the simplest terms, a 
passive solar system collects 
solar energy through south-
facing glass and stores solar 
energy in thermal mass -
materials with a high capacity 
for stoling heat (e.g., bl1ck, 
concrete masonry. concrete slab, 
tile, water).~ The more south-
facing glass is used in the 
house. the more thermal mass 
must be provided, or the house 
w1ll overheat and the solar 
system w1ll not perform as 
expected. 

With too much glass and/or 
insuffictent mass. solar energy 
can work too well, and the house 
can be uncomfortably hot even 
on a winter day. 

9 
Although the concept is 

simple, in practice the 
relationship between the amount 
of glazing and the amount of 
mass is complicated by many 
factors, and has been a subject 
of conSiderable study and 
experiment. From a comfort and 
energy standpOint, it would be 
difllcult to add too much mass. 
Thermal mass w1ll hold warmth 
longer in winter and keep 
houses, cooler in summer. But 
thermal mass has a cost. and so 
adding too much mass for just 
thermal storage purposes can be 
unnecessalily expensive. 

The following sections of the 
Guidelines discuss the size and 
location of glass and mass. as 
well as other considerations 
which are basic to both 
suntempered and full passive 
solar houses: improving 
conservation performance: 
mechanical systems: ol1entation: 
site planning for solar access: 
intel10r space planning: and 
taking an integrated approach to 
the house as a total system. 

Oakland. California 
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3. Improving 
Conservation 
Performance 

The techniques described in this 
section relate to WOI'bheet I: 
Ccm8ervatloD PeI'fonn.nce 
Leftl. which measures the 
house's heat loss. The energy 
conservation measures that 
reduce heat loss also tend to 
reduce the house's need for air 
conditiOning. 

The most important 
measures for improving the 
house's basic ability to conserve 
the heat generated either by the 
sun or by the house's 
conventional heating system are 
In the following areas: 
• lDaalatioD 
• AIr IDfllbation 
• NOD ...... ., ... n. 
Insulation 
Adding insulation to walls. 
floors. cefllngs. roof and 
foundation improves their 
thermal resistance (R-value) -
their resistance to heat flowing 
out of the house. 

A quality job of iIlstallJng the 
insulation can have almost as 
much effect on energy 
performance as the R-value. so 
careful construction supeIV1s1on 
18 important. An inspection just 
before the drywall 18 hung 
identlfies improvements which 
are easy at that time but will 
make a big cUfference in the 
energy use of the home for years 
to come. 

0. .. , ..... caJIfaraIa 
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The thermal resistance of 
ceWDa/roof uaembUea. walla 
aDd Ooon 18 affected not only by 
the R-value of the insulation 
itself. but also the res1stance of 
other elements in the 
construction assembly -
framing effects. sheathing. 
interior ~. and so on. The 
Worksheets include tables that 
show Equtvalent Construction 
R-Values which account for 
these and other effects. For 
instance. vent1lated crawlspaces 
and unheated basements 
provide a buffering effect which 
18 accounted for in the 
Worksheet tables. 

With attics. framing effects 
are m1n1mfzed jf the insulation 
covers the ceiling trusses. either 
by using blown-in insulation or 
by running an additional layer of 
batts In the opposite direction of 
the ceiling j01sts. Ridge and/or 
eave vents are needed for 
ventilation. 

IMullltlon In ." Attic 
Insulation should extend 011&' the top ceiling 
joists and IlfNltiiation should be provided at 
the 88I1&S. 

In framed ceiling/roof 
assemblies. an insulating 
sheathing over the top decking 
w1llincrease the R-value. 

Slab edge iDsulatlon should 
be at least two feet deep. 
extending from the surface of the 
floor. Materials for slab edge 
insulation should be selected for 
underground durability. One 
material with a proven track 
record 18 extruded polystyrene. 
Exposed insulation should be 
protected from physical damage 
by attaching a protection board. 
for Instance. or by covertng the 
insulation with a protective 
surface. 

Heated basement walla 
should be fully insulated to at 
least four feet below grade. but 
the portion of the wall below that 
depth only needs to be Insulated 
to about half the R-value of the 
upper portion. Insulation can be 
placed on the outside surface of 
the wall. or on the inside surface 
of the wall. or in the cores of the 
masomy units. 

If the basement walls are 
insulated on the outside. the 
materials should be durable 
underground. and exposed 
insulation should be protected 
from damage. In the case of a 
finished basement or walk-out 
basement. plaCing Insulation on 
the interior may be less costly 
than insulating the exterior 
foundation. 
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Air l'lflltratfon 
Sealing the house carefully to 
reduce air fnfiltration - air 
leakage - is as necessary to 
energy conservation as adding 
insulation. .AJr will flow rapidly 
through cracks and crevices in 
the wall. in the same way water 
flows through the drain in a 
bathtub. so even a small 
opening can allow heat to 
bypass the insulation and lead 
to big energy losses. 

The tightness of houses is 
generally measured in the 
number of air changes per hour 
(ACH). A good. comfortable. 
energy-efficient house. built 
along the guidelines in the table 
on this page. will have 
approximately 0.35 to 0.50 air 
changes per hour under normal 
winter conditions. 

Increasing the tightness of 
the house beyond that may 
1Jnprove the energy performance. 
but it may also create problems 
with indoor air quality. moisture 
build-Up. and inadequately 
vented fireplaces and furnaces. 

The use of house sealing 
subcontractors to do the 
tightening and check it with a 
blower door can often save the 
builder t1Jne and problems. 
especially when trying to achieve 
particularly high levels of 
fnfiltration control. 

Checklist for Minimizing Air Leakage 

" Tighten seals around windows and doors, and weatherstripping 
around all openings to the outside or to unconditioned rooms; 

" Caulk around all windows and doors before drywall is hung; seal all 
penetrations (plumbing, electrical, etc.); 

" Insulate behind wall outlets and/or plumbing lines in exterior walls; 

" Caulk under headers and sills; 

" Chink spaces between rough openings and millwork with insulation, or 
for a better seal, fill with foam; 

" Seal larger openings such as ducts into attics or crawlspaces with 
taped polyethylene covered with insulation; 

" Locate continuous vapor retardants located on the warm side of the 
insulation (building wrap, continuous interior polyethylene, etc.); 

" Install dampers and/or glass doors on fireplaces; combined with 
outside combustion air intake; 

" Install backdraft dampers on all exhaust fan openings; 

" Caulk and seal the joint between the basement slab (or the slab on 
grade) and the basement wall; 

" Remove wood grade stakes from slabs and seal; 

" Cover and seal sump cracks; 

" Close core voids in top of block foundation walls; 

" Control concrete and masonry cracking; 

" Use of air tight drywall methods are also acceptable 
(see Reference 11); 

" Employ appropriate radon mitigation techniques (see 
Reference, 1 2.) 

Oakland. California 
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Non-80lar Glazing 
South-facing Windows are 
considered solar glazing. The 
south wmdows m any house are 
contributing some solar heat 
energy to the house's heating 
needs - whether it's a 
s1gn1ftcant. usable amount or 
hardly worth measuring will 
depend on design. location and 
other factors which are dealt 
with later under the d1scuss1ons 
of suntempertng and passive 
solar systems. 

North wmdows m almost 
every climate lose sfgniflcant 
heat energy and gam very little 
useful swillght in the winter. 
East and west wmdows are likely 
to increase au- conditioning 
needs unless heat gam 18 
minimized with careful attention 
to shading. 

But most of the reasons 
people want Windows have very 
little to do with energy. so the 
best design will probably be a 
good working compromise 
between eftlc1ency and other 
benefits. such as bright living 
spaces and views. 

O.k ..... caJIfanda 
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Double-glazing of all non-
solar glazing is advisable. Low-e 
glazing on all non-solar wmdows 
may be an espec1al1y useful 
solution because some low-e 
coatings can msulate m wmter 
and shield agamst unwanted 
heat gam m summer. 

Manufacturers will provide 
actual R-values for their 
wmdows (the thermal 
peri'ormance of glazing can be 
expressed either as an R-value 
or its reciprocal. U-value; here 
all thermal peIformance values 
are gwen m terms ofR-value). A 
chart is also provided with the 
Worksheets to show 
approximate wmdow R-values 
for various types. (the 
Equivalent Glazing R-Value 
pertams to the entire rough 
frame opening of the Window.) 

North wmdows should be 
used with care. Sometimes 
views or the diffuse northern 
light are desirable. but m 
general north-facing wmdows 
should not be large. Very large 
north-fac1ng Windows should 
have high insulation value. or 
R-value. Since north wmdows 
receive relatively little direct sun 
m summer. they do not present 
much of a shading problem. So 
if the choice were between an 
average-sized north-faCing 
wmdow and an east or west-
facing wmdow. north would 
actually be a better choice. 
considering both summer and 
wmter peri'ormance. 

East wmdows catch the 
morning sun. Not enough to 
provide significant energy. but. 
unfortunately. usually enough to 
cause potential overheating 
problems m summer. If the 

views or other elements m the 
house's design dictate east 
wmdows. shading should be 
done with particular care. 

Weat Windows may be the 
most problematic. and there are 
few shading systems that will be 
effective enough to offset the 
potential for overheating from a 
large west-facing wmdow. Glass 
with a low shading coefficient 
may be one effective approach -
for example. tmted glass or some 
types of low-e glass which 
provide some shading while 
allowing almost clear views. The 
cost of properly shading both 
east and west wmdows should 
be balanced against the benefits. 

As many wmdows as 
possible should be kept operable 
for easy natural ventilation m 
summer. (See also Orientation. 
page lb. Recommended Non-
South Glass Guidelines. page 
34. and Shading. page 35') 
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4. Mechauical 
Systems 

The passive solar features in the 
house and the mechanical 
heatlng, ventllatlng and air 
concl1tloning systems (HVAC) wJll 
interact all year round and so 
the most effective approach wJll 
be to desJgn the system as an 
integrated whole. HVAC design 
is, of course, a complex subject, 
but the three areas below are 
particularly worth notlng in 
passive solar houses: 
• 8ystem 8.aI •• _ Mechanical 
systems are often oversized for 
the relatively low heatlng loads 
in well-Insulated passive solar 
houses. Oversized systems wJll 
cost more in the first place, and 
wJll cycle on and off more often, 
wasting energy. The back-up 
systems in passive solar houses 
should be sized to provide 100% 
of the heating or cooling load on 
the desJgn day, but no larger. 
Comparing estimates on system 
sizes from more than one 
contractor is probably a good 
idea. 

• Night Setback. Clock 
thermostats for automatic rught 
setback are usually very effective 
- but in passive solar systems 
with large amounts of thermal 
mass (and thus a large capacity 
for storing energy and releasing 
it during the night), night 
setback of the thermostat may 
not save very much energy. 
• Ducta. One area often 
neglected but of key Importance 
to the house's energy 
penormance is the design and 
location of the ducts. Both the 
supply and return ducts should 
be locate4 within insulated 
areas, or well insulated if they 
run in cold areas of the house, 
and well sealed at the jOints. 
The joints where the ducts tum 
up into exterior walls or 
penetrate the ceilfng should be 
particularly tlght and caulked. 
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In the National Association of 
Home Builders' Energy-Efficient 
House Project, all the rooms 
were fed with low, central air 
supplies, as opposed to the 
usual placement of registers 
under windows at the end of 
long runs. This resulted in good 
comfort and energy penormance. 

The penormance of even the 
most beautifully designed 
passive solar house can easily be 
undermined by details like 
unfnsulated ducts, or by 
overlooking other basic energy 
conservation measures. 

Oakland, California 
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5. South-FaeiD, Glass 

South-fa.cmg solar glass js a key 
component of any passive solar 
system. The system must 
include enough solar glazing for 
good performance in winter, but 
not so much that cooling 
peJformance in summer will be 
compromised. The amount of 
solar glazing must also be 
carefully related to the amount 
of thermal mass. Sun tempered 
houses require no additional 
thermal mass beyond that 
already in the wallboard, 
framing and furnJshings of a 
typical house. Passive solar 
houses must have additional 
thermal mass. 

There are three types of 
limits on the amount of south-
fa.cmg glass that can be used 
effectively in a house. The first 
js a Um1t on the amount of 
glazing for suntempered houses. 
1his lUnit (without adding 
"thermal mass) js 7% of the 
house's total floor area. 

For direct gain systems in 
passive solar houses, the 
maximum amount of south-
facing glazing 18 12% of total 
floor area, regardless of how 
much additional thermal mass js 

prOvided. Further details about 
the most effective stztng of south 
glass and themial mass for 
direct gain systems are provided 
in Part Three. 

Oakl-nd, CalIfornIa 
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The third lUnit on south-
facing glass js the total of all 
passive solar systems combined, 
which should not exceed 19% of 
total floor area. Using more 
south glass than th1s l1m1t could 
lead to overheating even in 
winter. 

For example, a passive solar 
system for a 1.500 sf house 
might combine 142 sf of direct 
gain glazing with 114 sf of 
sunspace glazing for a total of 
256 sf of solar glazing, or 17% of 
the total floor area, well within 
the direct gain lUnit of 12% and 
the overall limit of 19%. For a 
design lJke ~, thermal mass 
would be required both in the 
house and within the sunspace. 

The Natural Cooling 
guidelines in Part Three include 
recommendations on the window 
area that should be operable to 
allow for natural ventllation. 

When the solar glazing is 
tllted, its winter effectiveness as 
a solar collector usually 
increases. However, tllted 
glazing can cause serious 
overheating in the summer if it 
is not shaded very carefully. 
Ordinary vertical glazing is 
easier to shade. less likely to 
overheat, less susceptible to 
damage and leaking, and so is 
almost always a better year-
round solution. 
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8. Thermal Mass 

Some heat storage capacity, or 
thermal mass, 18 present in all 
houses, in the framing, gypsum 
wall and ceiling board, typical 
furnishings and floor coverings. 
In sun tempered houses, this 
modest amount of mass 18 
su1Dc1ent for the modest amount 
of south-facing glass. But more 
thermal mass is required in 
passive solar houses, and the 
question 18 not only how much, 
but what kind and where it 
should be located. 

The thermal storage 
capabilities of a given material 
depend on the material's 
conductivity, spec1ftc heat and 
density. Most of the concrete 
and masonry materials typically 
used in passive solar have 
s1milar spedftc heats. 
Conductivity tends to increase 
with increasing density. So the 
major factor affecting 
performance is density. 
Generally, the higher the density 
the better. 
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The design issues related to 

thermal mass depend on the 
passive system type. For 
sunspaces and thermal storage 
wall systems, the required mass 
of the system is included in the 
design itself. For direct gain, the 
added mass must be within the 
rooms receiving the sunUght. 
The sections on Direct Gain 
Systems, Sunspaces and 
Thermal Storage Walls contain 
more information on techniques 
for sizing and locating thermal 
mass in those systems. 

The thermal mass in a 
passive solar system 18 usually a 
conventional construction 
material such as brick, cast 
concrete, concrete masonry, 
concrete slabs, or tile, and 18 
usually placed in the floor or 
interior walls. Other materials 
can also be used for thermal 
mass, such as "phase change" 
materials, which store and 
release heat through a chemical 
reaction. Water actually has a 
higher unit thermal storage 
capacity than concrete or 
masonry. Water tubes and units 
called "water walls" are 
commercially available (general 
recommendations for these 
systems are included in the 
section on Thermal Storage Wall 
systems). 

Heat Storage Properties of Materials 

Density Heat Capacity 
Material (lblft3) (Btu/in-sf-OF) 

Poured Concrete 120 -150 2.0 - 2.5 

Clay Masonry 
Molded Brick 120 - 130 2.0 - 2.2 
Extruded Brick 125 - 135 2.1 - 2.3 
Pavers 130 - 135 2.2 - 2.3 

Concrete Masonry 
Block 80 - 140 1.3 - 2.3 
Brick 115-140 1.9 - 2.3 
Pavers 130 - 150 2.2 - 2.5 

Gypsum Wallboard 50 0.83 

Water 62.4 5.2 

OaJdaDd, California 
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7. Orientation 

The ideal orientation for solar 
glaztng is within 5 degrees of 
true south. This orientation will 
provide maximum performance. 
Glazing oriented to within 15 
degrees of true south will 
perform almost as well, and 
orientations up to 30 degrees off 
- although less effective - will 
still provide a substantial level of 
solar contrtbution. 

In Oakland, magnetic north 
as indicated on the compass is 
actually 17 degrees east of true 
north, and this should be 
corrected for when planning for 
orientation of south glazing. 
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When glazing is oriented 
more than 15 degrees off true 
south, not only is winter solar 
performance reduced, but 
summer air conditioning loads 
also sjgntftcantly increase, 
espec1ally as the orientation goes 
west. The warmer the climate, 

. the more east- and west-facing 
glass will tend to cause 
overheatlng problems. In 
general, southeast orientations 
present less of a problem than 
southwest. 

In the ideal situation, the 
house should be oriented east-
west and so have its longest wall 
facing south. But as a practical 
matter, if the house's short side 
has good southern exposure it 
will usually accommodate 
sufficient glazing for an effective 
passive solar system, provided 
the heat can be transferred to 
the northern zones of the house. 
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8. Site Plannin, for 
Solar Access 

The basic objective of site 
plannmg for maximum energy 
performance is to allow the 
south side as much unshaded 
exposure as possible during the 
winter months. 

As discussed above. a good 
solar orientation is possible 
withm a relatively large southern 
arc. so the flexibility exists to 
achieve a workable balance 
between energy performance and 
other important factors such as 
the slope of the site. the 
individual house plan. the 
direction of prevaillng breezes for 
summer cooling. the views. the 
street lay-out. and so on. 

But planning for solar access 
does place some restrictions 
even on an fnd1vtdual site. and 
presents even more challenges 
when plannmg a complete 
subdMsion. Over the years. 
developers and builders of many 
different kinds of projects all 
over the countIy have come up 
with flexible ways to provide 
adequate solar access. 

Once again. there is an ideal 
situation and then some degree 
of tlex1b1l1ty to addresS practical 
concerns. Ideally. the glazing on 
the house should be exposed to 
sunlight with no obstructions 
within an arc of 60 degrees on 
either side of true south. but 
reasonably good solar access will 
still be guaranteed if the glazing 
is unshaded within an arc of 45 
degrees. The figure on this page 
shows the optlmum Situation for 
providing unshaded southern 
exposure during the winter. See 

also the figure on page 35 
showing landscaping for 
summer shade. 

I.., StUr Aoo.e 
Buildings, trees or other obstructions should 
not be located so as to shade the south wall 
of solar builcfngs. At this latitude A = 12 ft 
8 = 20 ft, and C .. 46 ft ' , 

Of course. not all lots are large 
enough to accommodate this 
kind of optlmum solar access. so 
it's important to carefully assess 
shading patterns on smaller lots 
to make the best compromise. 

Protecting solar access is 
easiest in subd1v1s1ons with 
streets that run within 25 
degrees of east-west, because all 
lots will either face or back up to 
south. Where the streets run 
north- south. creation of east-
west cul-de-sacs will help ensure 
solar access. 
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Solar Subdivision Layour. 
Solar acesss may be provided to the rear 
yard, the side yard or the front yard of solar 
homes. 

Solar Subdivision Layouta 
Short east-west cul-de-sacs tied into north-
south collectors is a good street pattern for 
solar access. 

Two excellent references for 
ideas about subdivision lay-out 
to protect solar access are 
Builder's Guide to Passive Solar 
Home Design and Land 
Development and Site Planning 
for Solar Access. (See References 
15and Ib) 

Oakland. Callfomla 
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9. Interior Space 
P1annin. 

Planning room lay-out by 
conside11ng how the rooms will 
be used in dUIerent seasons. and 
at different times of day. can 
save energy and increase 
comfort. In houses with passiVe 
solar features. the lay-out of 
rooms - and interior zones 
whlch may 1nclude more than 
one room - is particularly 
important. 

In general. living areas and 
other high-activity rooms should 
be located on the south side to 
benefit from the solar heat. The 
closets. storage areas. garage 
and other less-used rooms can 
act as buffers along the north 
side. but entry-ways should be 
located away from the wind. 
Clustering baths. kitchens and 
laundIy-rooms near the water 
heater will save the heat that 
would be lost from longer water 
lines. 

"\ .$:" 
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In,.,.". SpIK» PlaM#ng 
Uving and high actiwty spaCIIs should be 
located on the south. 
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Another general principle is 
that an open floor plan will allow 
the collected solar heat to 
circulate freely through natural 
convection. 

Other ideas from effective 
passive solar houses: 
• Orienting internal mass 
walls as north-south partitions 
that can be "charged" on both 
sides thus ~aktDg maximum 

use of the mass. 
• Using an east-west partition 
wall for thermal mass. but make 
sure the interior space isn't 
divided into a south zone which 
may get too warm and a north 
zone which may get too cold. 
• Using thermal storage walls 
(see page 30); the walls store 
energy all day and slowly release 
it at night. and can be a good 
alternative to ensure privacy and 
to buffer noise when the south 
side faces the street; 
• Collecting the solar energy in 
one zone of the house and 
transporting it to another by 
fans or natural convection 
through an open floor plan. 
• Providing south-facing 
clerestOries to "charge" north 
zones. 

10. Putting it 
Together: The House 
as a System 

Many dUIerent factors will affect 
a house's overall penormance. 
and these factors all interact: 
the mechanical system. the 
insulation. the house's 
tightness. the effects of the 
passive solar features. the 
appliances.and,very 
importantly. the actions of the 
people who live iIi the house. In 
each of these areas, changes are 
possible which would improve 
the house's energy penonnance. 
Some energy savings are 
relatively easy to get. Others 
can be more expensive and more 
diftlcult to achieve, but may 
provide benefits over and above 
good energy penormance. 

A sensible energy-efflclent 
house uses a combination of 
techniques. 

In fact. prob~bly the most-
important thing to remember 
about designing for energy 
penormance in a way that will 
also enhance the comfort and 
value of the house is to take an 
integrated approach. keeping in 
mind the house as a total 
system. On the the following 
page is a basic checklist for 
energy-efficient design. These 
techniques are dealt with in 
more detail. including their 
impact in your location, in Part 
Three. 
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Checklist for Good Design 

" 1. Building o .... ntatlon: A number of innovative techniques can be used for obtaining good solar access on 
less-than-ideal sites (see References 15 and 16). No matter what the house's design, and no matter what the 
site, some options for orientation will be more energy-efficient than others, and even a very simple review of 
the site will probably help you choose the best option available. 

" 2. Upgr'8d8d ""a18 of Insulation: It is possible, of course, to achieve very high energy-efficiency with a 
"superinsulated" design. But in many cases, one advantage of passive solar design is that energy-efficiency 
can be achieved with more modest increases in insulation. 

On the other hand, if very high energy performance is a priority - for example, in areas where the cost of 
fuel is high - the most cost-effective way to achieve it is generally through a combination of high levels of 
insulation and passive solar features. 

" 3. Reduced air Infiltration: Air tightness is not only critical to energy performance, but it also makes the 
house more comfortable. 

Indoor air quality is an important issue, and too complex for a complete discussion here, but in general, 
the suntempered and passive solar houses built according to the guidelines provide an alternative approach to 
achieving improved energy efficiency without requiring air quality controls such as air to air heat exchangers, 
which would be needed if the house were made extremely airtight. 

" 4. Proper window sizing and location: Even if the total amount of glazing is not changed, rearranging the 
location alone can often lead to significant energy savings at little or no added cost. Some energy-conserving 
designs minimize window area on all sides of the house - but it's a fact of human nature that people like 
windows, and windows can be energy producers if located correctly. 

" 5. Selection of glazing: Low-emissivity (low-e) glazing types went from revolutionary to commonplace in a 
very short time, and they can be highly energy-efficient choices. But the range of glazing possibilities is 
broader than that, and the choice will have a significant impact on energy performance. Using different types 
of glazing for windows with different orientations is worth considering for maximum energy performance; for 
example, using heat-rejecting glazing on west windows, high R-value glazing for north and east windows, and 
clear double-glazing on solar glazing. 

" 6. Proper shading of windows: If windows are not properly shaded in summer - either with shading 
devices, or by high-performance glazing with a low shading coefficient - the air conditioner will have to work 
overtime and the energy savings of the winter may be canceled out. Even more important, unwanted solar 
gain is uncomfortable. 

" 7.lntarlor d .. lgn for easy air distribution: If the rooms in the house are planned carefully, the flow of heat 
in the winter will make the passive solar features more effective, and the air movement will also enhance 
ventilation and comfort during the summer. Often this means the kind of open floor plan which is highly 
marketable in most areas. Planning the rooms with attention to use patterns and energy needs can save 
energy in other ways, too - for instance, using less-lived-in areas like storage rooms as buffers on the north 
side. 

" 8. Addition of thannal mass: Adding effective thermal mass - for example, tiled or paved concrete slab, 
masonry walls, brick fireplaces, tile floors, etc. - can greatly improve the comfort in the house, holding heat 
better in winter and keeping rooms cooler in summer. In a passive solar system, of course, properly sized and 
located thermal mass is essential. 

" 9. Selection and proper sizing of mechanical systems, and selectIon of energy-effIcient appliances: 
High-performance heating, cooling and hot water systems are extremely energy-efficient, and almost always a 
good investment. Mechanical equipment should have at least a 0.80 Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency (AFUE). 

Well-insulated passive solar homes will have much lower energy loads than conventional homes, and 
should be sized accordingly. Oversized systems will cost more and reduce the house's performance. 

For guides to the selection of energy-efficient appliances, see References 13 and 14. 

Oakland, Callfomla 
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Part Three: Strategies for Improving 
Energy Performance in Oakland, 
California 

1. The Ezample Tables 

2. SuntemperiDg 

3. Direct GalD 

4. Sunspaces 

5. Thermal Storage Wall 

6. Combined Systems 

7. Nat1ll'81 CoollDg GuldeliDes 

Oakland, Califomia 
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1. The Ezample 
Tables 

In the following sectlons of the 
Guidelines. the pJ1mary passive 
solar systems - Suntempertng. 
Direct Gain. Thermal Storage 
WaDs and Sunspaces - are 
described in more detail. 

As part of the explanation of 
each system. an Example table 
Is provided. The Examples 
present the following information 
about a Base Case house. based 
on a NatJonal Association of 
Home.Bu1lders study of a typical 
constructlon: 
• InsulatJon levels (ceilings 
and waDs); 
• InsulatJon added to the 
perimeter of slab-on-grade 
construction.; 
• TIghtness (measured in air 
changes per hour. ACH); 
• The amount of glass area on 
each side (measured as a 
percentage of floor area; the 
actual square footage for a 1.500 
sf house Is also given as a 
reference point); 
• The "percent solar savings" 
(the part of a house's heating 
energy saved by the solar 
features); and 

• Three numbers 
corresponding to those on the 
Worksheets: ConselVatJon. 
Auxillary Heat. and Cooling 
Performance (see page 4) 
The Example tables then show 
how the house design could be 
changed to reduce winter 
heating energy by 20. 40 and 
60%. compared to this Base 
Case. 

There are. of course. other 
ways to achieve energy savings 
than those shown in the 
Examples. The Examples are 
desJgned to show an effective 
integratJon of strategies. and a 
useful approach to the design of 
the house as a total system. 
Using any of these combinations 
would result in excellent 
performance in your area. 
However. they are general 
indications only. and using the 
Worksheets will give you more 
informatJon about your specific 
design. 

The Example assumes a 
1.500 sf house. but the 
percentages apply to a house of 
any size or configuration. 

The R-values indicated in the 
Example tables are. of course, 
approximate and are intended to 
show how incremental 
improvements can be achieved.-
All R-values in the Examples 
and Worksheets are equivalent 
R-values for the entire 
construction assembly. not just 
for the cavity insulation itself. 
and take into account framing 
and buffering effects. 

Other assumptions are noted 
for each Example. However, one 
more general assumption is 
important to note here. When 
the Examples were calculated, it 
was assumed that natural 
cooling strategies such as those 
described in these Guidelines 
were used, particularly in the 
vety high-performance systems. 
The greater the percentage 
reduction in heating energy 
needs using passive solar 
design. the more shading and 
natural cooling were assumed. 

The Examples show passive 
solar strategies. but an 
Insulation Only Example table 
(achieving energy savings only 
by increasing insulation levels, 
without solar features) is 
provided in the Summary 
beginning on page gq , for 
comparison. 
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2. SuntemperiD, 

Suntempered and passive solar 
houses both: 
• begin with good bastc 
eneq&y-eoa .... tloa, 
• take max1mum advantage of 
the building site through the 
nght orieDtatioD for year-round 
energy savings, and 
• have Jncreased 801lth-faclD& 
..... to collect solar energy. 

Suntempertng is the sJmplest 
passive solar system, and refers 
to modest increases in windows 
on the south side. 

No additional thermal mass 
is necessary, only the "free 
mass" in the house - the 
framing, gypsum wall-board and 
fumishJngs. 

In a "conventional" house, 
about 25% of the windows face 
south, which amounts to about 
3% of the house's total floor 
area. In a suntempered house, 
the percentage is increased to a 
maxtmum of about 7%. -

The energy savings are more 
modest with this system, but 
sun tempering is a very low-cost 
strategy. 

Of course, even though the 
necessity for precise stztng of 
glazing and thermal mass does 
not apply to suntempertng (as 
long as the total south-facing 
glass does not exceed 7% of the 
total house floor area), all other 
recommendations about energy-
etncient design such as the bastc 
energy conseIVation measures, 
room lay-out. Siting. glazing type 
and so on are st1lltmportant for 
performance and comfort in 
suntempered homes. 

Examples of Heat Energy savings 
. Suntempered 

1 ,500 sf Single Story House 

Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

R·Values 
Ceiling/Roof 27 22 30 39 
Walls 15 10 15 22 
Slab Edge 5 0 3 8 
Glass .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

Air Changes/Hour 0.75 0.59 0.75 0.71 

Glass Area (percent of total floor area) 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
South 3.0% 6.7% 6.7% 6.7% 

Solar System Size (square feet) 
South Glass 45 100 100 100 

Percent Solar savings 
14% 28% 34% 41% 

Performance (Btu/yr-sf) 
Conservation 28,265 28,063 22,893 17,493 
Auxiliary Heat 24,414 19,990 15,070 10,176 
Cooling 3,478 3,902 1,662 1,400 

Summary: The window area has been Slightly decreased on the west, 
increased slightly on the east and north, and increased significantly on the 
south. 

Oakland, CaUfomia 
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3. Direct Gain 

The most common passive solar 
system is called direct gain: 
swillght through south-facing 
glazing falls directly into the 
space to be heated. and is stored 
in thermal mass incorporated . 
into the floor or interior walls. 

DlrectG.1n 
DinH;t gain is the most common passillfl solar 
systsm in residential applications 

SfzfngUmft 
Total direct gain glass area 
should not exceed about 12% of 
the house's floor area. Beyond 
that. problems with glare or 
fading of fabrics are more likely 
to occur. and it becomes more 
d11Bcult to provide enough 
thennal mass for year-round 
comfort. 

So the total south-facing 
glass area in a c:Urect gain 
system should be between 7% 
(the maximum for sun tempered 
houses) and 12%. depending on 
how much thermal mass will be 
used in the design. as discussed 
below. 

Glazing 
Double gJazmg is recommended 
for c:Urect gain gJazmg in 
Oakland. The Perlormance 
Potential table on page 6 shOws 
the relative perlormance of 
different types of direct gain 
glazing. You will note from this 
table that ~ld increases by 7% 
between double and triple or 
low-e gJazmg. Night insulation 
also improves energy 
perlormance dramatically. In 
fact. as the Perlormance 
Potential table shows. covering 
the windows at night or on 
cloudy days with the.equivalent 
ofR-4 shades or other· material 
will save almost as much energy 
as with R-9 material. But 
studies have shown that only 
relatively few homeowners will 
be diligent enough about 
operating their night insulation 
to achieve those savings. 
Energy-emctent glazing. on the 
other hand. needs no operation. 
and therefore is a more 
convenient and reliable option. 

Thermal.ass 
Thennal mass can be 
incorporated easily into slab-on-
grade type buildings as either 
floor covering. walls or veneers 
over interior walls. If the mass 
is placed in the floor. it will be 
much more effective if sunlight 
falls directly on it. 

Effective materials for floors 
include painted. colored or vinyl-
covered concrete. brick (face 
brick or pavers have even higher 
density than ordinary building 
brick). quarry tile. and dark-
colored ceramic tile. 

For houses built with 
crawlspaces or basements, the 

incorporation of s1gn1ftcant 
amounts of heavy thermal mass 
is a little more d11Bcult. Thermal 
mass floor coverings over 
basements, crawlspaces and 
lower stories would generally be 
lfmited to thin set tile or other 
thin mass floors. 

When more mass is required, 
the next best option is for 
interior walls or interior masonry 
fireplaces. When evaluating 
costs. the dual function of mass 
walls should be remembered. 
They often seIVe as structural 
elements or for fire protection as 
well as for thennal storage. 
Another option is to switch to 
another passive solar system 
type such as attached slab-on-
grade sunspaces or thermal 
storage walls built directly on 
exterior foundation walls. 

Sunlit thermal mass floors 
should be relatively dark in 
color. to absorb and store energy 
more effectively. However. mass 
walls and ceilings should be 
light in color to help distribute 
both heat and light more evenly. 
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Ratio of G .... to ..... The 
fo1low1ng procedure can be used 
to determine the maximum 
amount of direct-gain glazing for 
a given amount of thermal mass. 
If the amount of direct-gain 
glazing to be used 18 already 
known. thermal mass can be 
added until this procedure 
produces the desired 
proportions: 
• Start with a direct gain glass 
area equal to 7% of the house's 
total floor area. As noted above. 
the ''free mass" in the house will 
be able to accommodate this 
much solar energy. 
• An additional 1.0 sf of direct 
gain glazing may be added for 
every 5.5 sf of uncovered. sLU1lit. 
mass floor. Carpet or area rugs 
will seriOusly reduce the 
effectiveness of the mass. The 
maximum floor mass that can be 
considered as "sunlit" may be 
estlmated as about 1.5 tlmes the 
south window area. 
• An additional 1.0 square foot 
of direct gain glazing may be 
added for every 40 sf of thermal 
mass in the floor of the room. 
but not in the sun. 
• An additional 1.0 square foot 
of direct gain glazing may be 
added for each 8.3 sf of thermal 
mass placed in the wall or 
ceiling of the room. Mass in the 
wall or ceiling does not have to 
be located directly in the 
sunlight. as long as it 18 in the 
same room. with no other walls 
between the mass and the area 
where the sunJJght 18 falling. 

More south-faCing glazing 
than the maximum as 
determined here would tend to 
overheat the room. and to 
reduce energy performance as 
well. 

1:40 for Floor 
notinSUl 

II ... Location .nd ElfectJven ... 
Additional mass must be provided for south 
facing glass 01181' 7% of the floor area. The 
ratio of mass alN to additional glass area 
depends on its location within tfie direct gain 
space. 

.' 
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Thickness. For most materials. 
the effectiveness of the thenna! 
mass in the floor or interior wall 
increases proportionally with 
th1clmess up to about 4 inches. 
After that. the effectiveness 
doesn't increase as s1gn1ficantly. 

A two-inch mass floor will be 
about two-thirds as effective in a 
direct gain system as a four-inch 
mass floor. But a six-inch mass 
floor will only perform about 
eight percent better than a four-
inch floor. 

The following figure shows 
the effectiveness of thenna! 
mass in relation to density and 
thiclmess. The vertical axis 
shows how many square feet of 
mass area are needed for each 
added square foot of direct gain. 
As you can see. performance 
increases start leveltng off after a 
few inches of thermal mass. 

40 
.g 

5O#/cI a:I a: 
m3ci ... « 
en en 75#/cI Jl2 "20 ... 

100#/cI Q) 
Co 
a:I 125#/cf Q) <10 15O#/cf en en 
~ 

0 
0 5 10 15 

Thickness [rIChes) 

Ala .. Thlckne •• 
The effectiveness of thermal mass depends 
on the density of the material and thickness. 
This graph is for wall or ceiling mass in the 
dirBCt gain space. 

Worksheet m: Thermal 
Mass/Comfort should be used 
to make sure the house has 
adequate thermal mass. 

Oaklaud. Callfomia 
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Examples of Heat Energy Savings 
Passive Solar-Dlract Gain 
1,500 sf Single Story House 

Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

R-valueS 
Ceiling/Roof 27 22 25 31 
Walls 15 10 12 16 
Slab Edge 5 0 1 4 
Glass .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

Air Chang_Hour 0.75 0.65 0.65 0.74 

G1a .. Area (percent of total floor area) 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
South 3.0% 7.5% 9.5% 12.0% 

Added Thermal Mass 
Percent of Floor Area 0.0% 3.3% 14.8% 30.0% 

Solar System Size (square feet) 
South Glass 45 113 141 180 
Added Thermal Mass 0 49 221 450 

Perc8nt Solar Savings 
14% 31% "41% 54% 

Performance (Btulyr-sf) 
Conservation 28,265 28,982 25,610 22,119 
Auxiliary Heat 24,414 19,983 15,074 10,130 
Cooling 3,478 4,301 3,268 - 4,159 

Summary: Insulation and tightness have been increased. South-facing 
glazing has been substantially increased. For these examples, added 
mass area is assumed to be six times the excess south glass area. 
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4. Sunapaces 

The sunspace Is a very popular 
passive solar feature, adding an 
attractive living space as well as 
energy performance. There are 
many variations on the basic 
theme of the sunspace, and the 
possibilities for sunspace design 
are extraordinartly diverse 
(References 17 through 20 
include specjftc design ideas). 

The sunspace concept used 
in these Guidelines can be used 
year-round, wt11 provide most or 
all of its own energy needs, and 
wt11 contribute to the energy 
needs of the rest of the house as 
well. 

Sunspaces are referred to as 
"Isolated gam" passive solar 
systems, because the smillght Is 
collected in an area which can 
be closed off from the rest of the 
house. Dur:lng the day, the 
doors or windows between the 
sunspace and the house can be 
opened to circulate collected 
heat, and then closed at nJght, 
and the temperature in the 
sunspace allowed to drop. 

The sunspace should not be 
on the same heating system as 
the rest of the house. A well 
designed sunspace wt11 probably 
need no mechanical heating 
system, but jf necessary, a small 
fan or heater may be used to 
protect plants on extremely cold 
winter nJghts. 

The sunspace should be just 
as tightly constructed and 
insulated as the rest of the 
house. 

SUIIa".".. 
Sunspaoes provide useful passive solar 
heating and also provide a valuable amenity 
to homes. 

Thermal.ass 
A sunspace has extensive south-
facing glass, so sufficient 
thermal mass Is very Jmportant. 
Without it, the sunspace Is liable 
to be uncomfortably hot during 
the day, and too cold for plants 
or people at nJght. 

However, the temperature in 
the sunspace can vary more 
than in the house itself, so 
about three square feet of four 
inch thick thermal mass for each 
square foot of sunspace glazing 
should be adequate. With this 
glass-to-mass ratio, on a clear 
winter day a temperature swing 
of about 3O"F should be 
expected. 
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The sunspace floor Is a good 
location for thermal mass. The 
mass floors should be dark in 
color. No more than 15-25% of 
the floor slab should be covered 
with rugs or plants. The lower 
edge of the south-facing 
windows should be no more 
than six inches from the floor or 
the planter bed to make sure the 
mass in the floor receives 
sufficient d1rect sunlight. If the 
windows sills are higher than 
that, additional mass wt11 have 
to be located in the wall. 

Another good location for 
thermal mass is the common 
wall (the wall separating the 
sunspace from the rest of the 
house). Options for the common 
wall are discussed in more detail 
below. 

Water in various types of 
containers is another form of 
energy storage often used in 
sunspaces. 

Glazing 
Single-glazing may be used for 
sunspaces, although double-
glazing will further improve 
comfort, in terms of energy 
savings, The penormance 
potential table o,n page 6 shows 
the relative penormance of 
different types of glazing. 

Windows on the east and 
west walls should be small (no 
more than 10% of the total 
sunspace floor area) but they are 
useful for cross-ventilation. 

Like tilted or sloped glazing. 
glazed roofs can increase solar 
gain. but they can also present 
big overheating problems and 
become counter-productive. If 
either glazed roofs or tilted 
glazing are used in the 

Oakland. California 
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sunspace. spedal care should be 
taken to make sure they can be 
effect1vely shaded during the 
summer and. if necessary. on 
sunny days the rest of the year. 
too. The manufacturers of 
sunspaces and glazing are 
developing products with better 
ability to control both heat loss 
and heat gain (for example. roof 
glazing wUh low shading 
coefIlc1ents. shading treatments 
and devices. etc.). 

You'll note that in the 
Performance PotentJal chart on 
page 6. sunspaces with glazed 
roofs or sloped glazing perform 
very well. This analysis 
assumes effective shading in the 
summer. If such shading Is not 
econom1cal or marketable in 
your area. you should consider 
using only vert1cal glazing. and 
accepting somewhat less energy 
performance in winter. 

Common Wall 
There are a number of options 
for the sunspace common wall. 
In mild cUmates. and when the 
sunspace Is very tightly 
constructe<!. an uninsulated 
frame wallis probably adequate. 
However. insulating the common 
wall to about R-IO is a good 
idea. espec1a1ly in cold climates. 
An insulated common wall will 
help guard against heat loss 
during prolonged cold. cloudy 
periods. or if the thermal storage 
in the sunspace Is insuffictent. 

If the common wallis a 
masoruy wall. it can also be 
used for thermal mass. in which 
case it should be solid masoruy 
approximately 4 to 8 inches 
thick. Another option Is a frame 
wall wUh masoruy veneer. 

Probably the most Jmportant 
factor in controlling the 
temperature in the sunspace. 
and thus keeping it as 
comfortable and effi.ctent as 
possible. Is to make sure the 
exterior walls are tightly 
constructed and well-insulated. 

Some solar energy may be 
transferred from the sunspace to 
the rest of the house by 
conduction through the common 
wall if it is made of thermal 
mass. But energy is mainly 
transferred by natural 
convection through openings in 
the common wall- doors. 
windows and/or vents. 
• Doors are the most common 
opening in the common wall. If 
only doorways are used. the 
open area should be at least 
15% of the sunspace south -glass 
area. 
• Windows will also provide 
light and views. The window 
area in the common wall should 
be no larger than about 40% of 
the entire common wall area. If 
only windows are used. the 
operable area should be about 
25% of the sunspace's total 
south glass area. 
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Summer ventilation 
The sunspace must be vented to 
the outside to avoid overheating 
in the summer or on warm days 
in spnng and fall. A properly 
vented and shaded sunspace 
can functlon much like a 
screened-in poreh. 

Operable windows and/or 
vent opeDings should be located 
for effective cross-ventilation. 
and to take advantage of the 
prevailing summer wind. Low 
inlets and high outlets can be 
used in a "stack effect". since 
warm air wf1l rise. These 
ventilation areas should be at 
least 15% of the total sunspace 

glass areas. 
Where natural ventilation is 

insufficient. or access to natural 
breezes is blocked. a small. 
thermostat-controlled fan set at 
about 7S"F wf1l probably be a 
useful addition. 

• 

Examples of Heat Energy Savings 
Passive Solar-Sunspace 
1,500 sf Single Story House 

Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

R·Values 
Ceiling/Roof 27 22 24 25 
Walls 15 10 11 12 
Slab Edge 5 0 1 1 
Glass .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

Air Changes/Hour 0.75 0.65 0.74 0.65 

Glass Area (percent of total floor area) 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
South (windows) 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 
Sunspace 0.0% 4.6% 9.6% 17.0% 

Solar System Size (square feet) 
South Glass 45 45 45 45 
Sunspace Glass 0 68 144 255 
Sunspace Thermal Mass 0 206 432 765 

Percent Solar Savings 
14% 31% 46% 62% 

Performance (Btulyr-sf) 
Conservation 28,265 28,987 27,947 26,594 
Auxiliary Heat 24,414 19,976 15,044 10,083 
Cooling 3,478 2,431 448 338 

Summary: Insulation and tightness (for the 60% case) have been 
increased. North and east-facing glazing have been increased slightly. 
The sunspace assumed here is semi-enclosed (surrounded on three sides 
by conditioned rooms of the house, as in Figure SSD1 of the worksheets), 
with its south glazing tilted at 50 degrees. The common wall is a thermal 
mass wall made of masonry. Sunspace glazing is assumed to be double . 

OaklaDd, CaUforola 
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5. Thermal Storage 
wan 
The Thermal Storage Wall-
also somet1mes referred to as a 
Trombe wall or an lncUrect gam 
system - is a south-facing 
glazed wall. usually built of 
heavy masomy. but sometlmes 
using water containers or phase 
change materJals. The masomy 
Is separated from the glazing 
only by a small air space. 
Swillght Is absorbed directly 
into the walltnstead of into the 
living space. The energy Is then 
released into the lMng space 
over a relatively long pertod. The 
time lag varies with different 
materials. th1clmesses and oth~r 
factors. but typically. energy 
stored in a Thermal Storage Wall 
during the day Is released 
during the evening and 
nighttime hours. 

The outside surface of a 
thermal storage wall should be a 
very dark color - an 
absorptance greater than 0.92 is 
recommended. 

The summer heat gam from 
a Thermal Storage Wall is much 
less - roughly 102% less -
than from a comparable area of 
direct gam glazing. 

Oalrlend. california 

.,.".",.., StoIwtIe Wd . 
A thflmlaJ sfDrBl1e ~I is an effe.ctiVfl. paS.S111f1 
solar system. espsciaJly to provide nighttime 
heating. 

A masonry Thermal Storage Wall 
should be solid. and there 
should be no openings or vents 
either to the outside or to the 
lMng space. Although vents to 
the living space were once 
commonly built into Thermal 
Storage Walls. experience has 
demonstrated that they are 
ineffective. Vents between the 
Thermal Storage Wall and the 
house tend to reduce the 
system's nighttlme heating 
capability. and to increase the 
temperature fluctuation in the 
house. Vents to the outside are 
similarly ineffective. and do little 
to reduce summer heat gains. 

Glazing 
Double glazing Is recommended 
for Thermai Storage Walls unless 
a selective surface Is used. In 
this case, stngle glazing performs 
about the same as double 
glazing. 

The space between the 
glazing and the thermal mass 
should be one to three inches. 

Selective Sw:faces 
A selective surfacetS a special 
adhesive foil applied to the 
exterior side of the mass of 
Thermal Storage Walls. 
Selective surfaces absorb a large 
percentage of solar radiation but 
radiate very little heat back to 
the out-of-doors (low emittance). 

To be effective. selective 
surfaces must be applied 
carefully for 100% adhesion to 
the mass surface. 

In Oakland, California, a 
selective surface will improve 
Thermal Storage Wall 
performance by about 45%. 

Mass Material and 
Thickness 
In general. the effectiveness of 
the Thermal Storage Wall will 
increase as the density of the 
material increases. 

The optimum thickness of 
the wall depends on the density 
of the material chosen. The 
following chart indicates the 
recommended thickness of 
Thermal Storage Walls made of 
various materials. 
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Mass Wall Thickness 
(inches) 

Density Thickness 
Material (1bIcf) (inches) 

Concrete 140 8-24 
Concrete Block 130 7-18 
Clay Brick 120 7-16 
Ltwt. Concrete 110 6-12 

Block 
Adobe 100 6-12 

Water Walls 
Water provides about twice the 
heat storage per unit volume as 
masonry. so a smaller volume of 
mass can be used. In ''water 
walls" the water Is in Ught. rigid 
containers. The containers are 
shipped empty and eastly 
installed. Manufacturers can 
provide information about 
durability. Installation. 
protection against leakage and 
otherch~ertstlcs. ~least 

30 pounds (3.5 gallons) of water 
should be provided for each 
square foot of glazing. 'Ibis Is 
equivalent to a water container 
about six inches thick. having 
the same area as the glazing. 

Examples of Heat Energy savings 
Passive Solar-Thennal Storage Wall 

1,500 sf Single Story House 

Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

R·Values 
Ceiling/Roof 27 22 22 22 
Walls 15 10 10 10 
Slab Edge 5 0 0 0 
Glass - .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

Air Changes/Hour 0.75 0.65 0.64 0.65 

Glass Area (percent of total floor area) 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
South 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 
Thermal Storage Wall 0.0% 3.5% 8.3% 16.0% 

Solar System Size (square feet) 
South Glass 45 45 45 45 
Thermal Storage Wall 0 52 124 240 

Percent Solar savings 
14% 30% 48% 66% 

Perfonnance (Btu/yr-sf) 
Conservation 28,265 28,896 29,140 29,861 
Auxiliary Heat 24.414 19,985 15,044 10,072 
Cooling 3,478 2.443 648 749 

Summary: In the case of a Thermal Storage Wall, south-facing glazing 
and thermal mass are incorporated together. The estimates here assume 
a 12-inch thick concrete Thermal Storage Wall with a selective surface 
and single glazing. 

• 

OaklaDd. California 
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6. Combined Systems 

Although the previous sections 
have presented separate 
discussions of four different 
systems. It isn't necessary to 
choose one and only one system. 
In fact. passive solar features 
work well in combination. 

For example. direct gain 
works veJY well in co~unct1on 
with a sunspace or thermal 
storage wall. Since thermal 
storage walls release energy 
more slowly than direct gain 
systems. they are useful for 
supplying heat in the evening 
and at night. whereas the direct 
gain system works best during 
the day. Although using a 
sunspace, thermal storage wall 
and direct gain system in the 
same house may result in 
excellent performance. such 
combinations do require a laIge 
south-faCing area. and careful 
design to make sure the systems 
are well-integrated with each 
other and with the house's 
mechanical system. 

0. .. , .... caJIfanda 

7. Natural Cooling 
GuideBnes 

The term "natural cooling" is 
used here to deSCribe techniques 
which help a house stay coolin 
summer but which require little 
or no energy. Natural cooling 
techniques work to help reduce 
aJr-conditioning. not replace It. 

These techniques are useful 
not only in passive solar houses. 
but in "conventional" houses as 
well. The strategies outlined 
below - attention to the 
location, size and shading of 
glazing. using the opportunities 
on the site for shading and 
natural ventilation. and using 
fans - can reduce aJr 
conditioning needs and increase 
comfort even if the house has no 
passive solar heating features. 

But shading is particularly 
important in passive solar 
houses. because the same 
features that collect sunlight so 
effectively in winter will go I1ght 
on collecting It in summer-
resulting in uncomfortably hot 
rooms and big aJr conditioning 
bills - unless they are shaded 
and the house is destgned to 
help cool Itself. 

Fortunately, many of the 
features that help maintain 
comfort and reduce energy 
needs in winter also work well in 
summer. For instance, 
additional thermal mass 
peIforms well year-round. 
Masonry materials are equally 
effective in staying cool and 
storing heat. If mass suIfaces 
can be exposed to cool night-
time temperatures - a 
technique referred to as "night 
ventilation" - they will help the 
house stay cooler the next day. 
A California util1ty found during 
studies of small test buildings 
that on hot summer days the 
wormen at the facility always 
ate lunch in the masonry test 
building 'because it stayed much 
cooler than any of the others. 
(See Reference 9) 

The additional insulation 
that increases winter 
peIformance will also work to 
improve summer peIformance by 
conserving the conditioned aJr 
inside the house. And some 
low-e windows and other glazing 
with high R-value can help 
shield against unwanted heat 
gain in summer. 
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The potential of some 

natural and low-energy cooling 
strategies is shown in the 
following table for Oakland. 

Wcwbheet IV: Coolin, 
PerfonIwace LeftI1nd1cates 
the total annual cooling load, 
and so can give an idea of how 
the passive solar features 
increase the cooling load and 
how much reduction is possible 
when natural cooling techmques 
are used. 

It should be noted that the 
Cooling PeIformance numbers 
presented in the Examples for 
each passive solar strategy 
assume that the demgn also 
includes the recommended 
natural cooling techniques. This 
is especially true of the ldgher 
percentage reductions; these 
assume better heating 
peIformance, but also better 
shading and other natural 
cooling strategies. 

Cooling Potential 
Basecase 3,478 Btulyr-sf 

Energy 
Savings 

Strategy (Btu/yr-sf) 

No Night Ventilation1 
without ceiling fans 0 
with ceiling fans 1,550 

Night Ventilation1 
without ceiling fans -290 
with ceiling fans 1,390 

High Mass2 
without ceiling fans 520 
with ceiling fans 220 

1 With night ventilation, the house is ventilated at night when 
temperature and humidity conditions are favorable. 

Percent 
Savings 

0% 
45% 

-% 
40% 

15% 
6% 

2 A "high mass" building is one with a thermal mass area at least equal 
to the house floor area. 

Oakland, California 
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Glazing 
As mentioned earlier. poorly 
placed windows can increase air 
conditioning loads dramatically. 
It 18 generally best In terms of 
energy performance to carefully 
size non-solar glazing as 
Indicated In the following table. 

AecommMdld NolHlOUth 
G .... Guidelines 

Orientation 

East 
North 
West 

Percent 
of Total 

Floor Area 

4% 
4% 
2% 

As mentioned earlier. west-
facing windows present 
particularly diftlcult shading 
problems. If glazing 18 added 
above the levels Indicated. the 
need for shading will become 
even more critical. 

Cooling loads increase as 
window area Increases. nus 
relationship for Oakland is 
shown In the following table for 
each of the cardinal window 
orientations. For instance when 
a square foot of west area 18 
added or subtracted. the annual 
cooling load increases or 
decreases by 67.550 Btu/yr-sf. 

()eld .... CaIIfanda 

Added Window C90llng Load 

Added Annual 

Orientation 

North 
East 
South 
West 
Skylights 

Cooling Load 
(Btu/yr-sf) 

19,020 
72,240 
57,040 
67,550 
117,250 

These values are based on 
double glass with a shading 
coefficient of 0.88. When glazing 
with a different shading 
coefficient is used the values may 
be scaled proportionally. 

These numbers can be reduced 
by shading as described In the 
next section. 

Using special glazing or 
window films that block solar 
transm1ssion now shading 
coefficient) 18 an option often 
used In particularly hot 
cUmates. but the more effective 
they are at blocking sunlight. 

-the less clear they are. as a rule. 

and so they may interfere with 
deSirable views. It 18 important 
to note. however. that some 
types of low-e windows block 
solar transmission but also 
allow clear views. These 
treatments are not 
recommended for south 
windows. 

As the table shows, skylights 
present a high potential for 
overheating. and are usually 
difilcult to shade properly. But 
skylights are vety popular 
features. and they save 
electricity by providing good 
natural daylight to the house. 
In some parts of the countty 
almost evety new house has at 
least one skylight. A good 
working compromise can usually 
be achieved if skylight area 18 
limited. and if careful attention 
18 paid to shading. either by 
trees or by devices such as roller 
shades or blinds. The 
manufacturer can usually give 
guidance on shading options for 
a particular skylight design. 
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Shadfng 
Shading strategies generally fall 
into three categories: 
landscaping. roof overhangs and 
exterior or interior shading 
devfces. 

LaDdHapm,. The ideal site for 
summer shading has deciduous 
trees to shade the east: and west 
windows. Even small trees such 
as fruit trees can help block sun 
hitting the first story of a house. 

Trees on the south side can 
present a difficult choice. Even 
deciduous trees wfll shadow the 
solar glazing durtng the winter 
and interfere with solar gain. In 
fact. trees on the south side can 
all but ellin1nate passive solar 
performance. unless they are 
very close to the house and the 
low branches can be removed. 
allowing the winter sun to 
penetrate under the tree canopy. 
However. in many cases the 
trees around the house are 
bJgger selling points than the 
energy e1Bc1ency and the builder 
must make a choice. 

If a careful study of the 
shading patterns is done before 
construction. it should be 
possible to accomodate the 
south-faCing glazing while 
leaving in as many trees as 
possible (see page 17. Site 
Planning for Solar Access). 

LlutaCllplnll for SUmm .. ShM» 
Trees and other landscaping features may be 
effectill8ly used to shadil east and west 
windows from summer solar gains. 

Other landscaping ideas for 
summer shade: 
• Trellises on east and west 
covered with vines. 
• Shrubbery or other plantings 
to shade paved areas. 
• Use of ground cover to 
prevent glare and heat 
absorption. 
• Trees. fences. shrubbery or 
other plantings to "channel" 
summer breezes into the house. 
• Deciduous trees on the east 
and west sides of the house. as 
shown above. to balance solar 
gains in all seasons. 

35 
Roof OVerhangs. Fixed 
overhangs are an inexpensive 
feature, and require no 
operation by the home owner. 
They must be carefully designed, 
however. Otherwise, an 
overhang that blocks summer 
sun may also block sun in the 
spring, when solar heating is 
desired, and. by the same token, 
an overhang sized for maximum 
solar gain in winter will allow 
solar gain in the fall on hot days. 
The following figure may be used 
to determine the optimum 
overhang size. 

In Oakland, an ideal 
overhang projection for a four 
foot high window would be 21 
inches and the bottom of the 
overhang would be 14 inches 
above the top of the window. 

South Overhang SIzing 
In Oakland, an ideally SIZed south overhang 
should allow full exposure of the window 
when the sun has a noon altitude of 33 
degrees (angle A) and fully shade the window 
when the sun has a noon altitude of 70 
degrees (ang/e B). 

Oaklaud, Cal1fomla 
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A combination of carefully sJzed 
overhangs on the south windows 
and shading deviCes on the other 
windows will probably be an 
effective solutmn. Aqjustable 
overhangs that can be 
seasonally regulated are another 
optmn. 

ShM'nl Deftc ... External 
shades are the most effective 
because they stop solar gain 
before the sun hits the bWlding. 
A wide range of products are 
available. from canvas awnings 
to solar screens to roll-down 
bUnds to shutters to vert1cal 
louvers. They are adjustable 
and perform very well. but their 
l1m1tatmn is that they require 
the home owner's cooperation. 
Usually external screens that 
can be put up and taken down 
once a year like storm windows 
are more acceptable to home 
owners than those requtrJng 
more frequent operatmn. 

Interior shades must be 
operated. too. and have the 
further disadvantage of 
permitting the sun to enter the 
house and be trapped between 

. the window and the shading 
deviCe. But highly reflective 
interior blinds and curtains are 
relatively low-cost and easy to 
operate. 

Another shading "deviCe" well 
worth COnsidering is a porch. 
Especially on the east and west 
sides. porches add pleasant 
spaces to houses and are 
excellent for providing shade to 
windows. Carports located on 
the east or west are another 
option. 

Ceiling Fans 
Ceillng fans will probably save 
more energy than any other 
single cooling strategy. Studies 
show that att movement can 
make people feel comfortable at 
lUgher temperatures. As a 
general rule. the thermostat can 
be set 4 degrees higher without 
affecting comfort if the att is 
moving at 100-150 feet per 
minute. This is enough att 
movement to greatly improve 
comfort but not enough to 
disturb loose papers. 

Ceiling Fan Sizes 

Largest Room 
Dimension 

12 feet or less 
12 - 16 feet 
16 -17.5 feet 
17.5 -18.5 feet 
18.5 or more feet 

Minimum Fan 
Diameter 
(inches) 

36 
48 
52 
56 

2 fans 

A ceiling fan should have a 
m1n1mum clearance of ten 
inches between ceiling and fan 
to provide adequate ventilation 
in a standard room with eight-
foot ceillngs. In rooms with 
hfgher ceillngs. fans should be 
mounted 7.5 to 8.0 feet above 
the floor. 
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ventilation 
When possible, the house should 
be positioned on the site to take 
advantage of prevaillng winds. 
The preva1JJ.ng wind dJrect10n is 
from the west durmg the coolmg 
season. Windows, sta1rwells, 
transoms and other elements 
should be located for maximum 
cross-ventilation in each room. 
The free vent area (unobstructed 
openings like open windows) 
should be between 6-7.5% of 
total floor area, half located on 
the leeward and half on the 
windward skie of the bu1ld1ng. 
Insect screens can reduce the 
effective free vent area by as 
much as 50%. Casement or 
awnmg windows have a 90% 
open area: double hung windows 
have only 50%. 

Natural ventilation can help 
keep houses cool and 
comfortable at the beginning and 
end of the coolmg season and 
thus shorten the tlme when air 
conditioning is required. But 
natural ventilation can seldom 
do the entire cooling job, 
especially for less than ideal 
sites with little natural air 
movement. 

Ventilation for Summer Coollnll 
Natural ventilation is often impaired by 
vegetation and topography. Ventilation fans 
do not depend on surrounangs to be 
effective. 

In cooling climates, a whole-
house fan is a good idea for 
assisting ventilation, especially 
in houses with sites or designs 
that make natural ventilation 
difficult. On the other hand, 
when the temperature is higher 
than about 76°F, a whole-house 
fan will not be very effective. 

Research Indicates that a 
whole-house fan should pull 
approximately 10 ACH. A rule of 
thumb: for rooms with eight foot 
ceilings, total floor area 
multiplied by 1.34 will equal the 
necessary CFM of the fan. For 
10 foot ceilings, multiply floor· 
area by l.67. 

37 

The best possible 
performance of a whole-house 
fan results when a tlmer, a 
thermostat and a "humidistat" 
are used, so that the fan would 
only operate when there is less 
than 60% relative humidity and 
a temperature of less than 76DF. 

Natural ventilation arid 
whole-house fans are effective at 
removing heat, but not at 
moving air. Ceillng fans, on the 
other hand, can often create 
enough of a breeze to maintain 
comfort at higher temperatures, 
and still use less power than 
required by air conditioning. By 
using natural cooling strategies 
and low-energy fans, the days 
when air-conditioning is needed 
can be reduced substantially. 

Oakland, California 
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lVorkalaeet Reference Tables 

YaIIiI .............. " .... PT."" ,pee 
...... " ~4/8111) 

FrwnecI 
0III1IIrucIan 
218 II 11"oc 
218 II M"oc 
2x81111"oc 
2x8I1M"oc 
2K10111rac 
211 0 II 24"oc 
2K12111rac 
211211 24"oc 

=r 
Framing 
214 II 18"oc 
214 II M"oc 
218 II 18"oc 
218I1M"oc 
Double 
WIll 
Ftwning 

atCI ....... , 
....... RwIue 

MOR-a~~ 

flJ au .. 57.8 
InIuIatan ..... 

R-1. R-22 NO R-a 
1,u 15.8 
1U 1U 
17.0 18.8 
17.1 11.8 
11.1 20.1 
1&4 20.7 
118 21.0 
11.0 2104 

AI FLI' .... 

1U 
17.1 au 21.1 
21.1 22.2 au 2&.7 
15.1 18.8 au 80.1 a.J 3U 

....... RwIue 
R-11 R-13 R-1I R-25 
12.0 13.8 
12.7 1at 
14.1 11.4 17.7 112 
14.1 15.8 11.2 11.8 

Talli ThickneII anct-) 
• 10 12 14 

2U 31.3 37.1 43.8 

AI IIFtd' FIoorI 
InIuIaIion R ........ 

filming R-11 R-11 NO R-a 
2II6s 8I18"oc 11.2 23.8 2U 
2II6s 1124"oc 1&4 IU 31.1 
2x8I1118"oc 118 14.1 31.7 36.0 
2x8I8I24"oc 18.8 2504 33.1 37.8 
2K101118"oc 11.3 25.8 3304 38.1 
2K101124"oc 11.3 211.1 304.4 31.8 
2x121118"oc 11.7 211.5 34.7 311.8 
2K12at24"oc ,... 211.7 36.5 41.2 
These R-¥aIue& include "1IuffIIring efIact of • 
vanillad cnwIIpIce or ~ t.ement. 

Double 

MeIaI 
S1andanI FIWIMI wI 

Wood Metal Thermal 
fIwnI FIIIIIII Break 

''''"spece 1.1 U 1.5 
112" spII» 2.1 1.8 1.8 
I.aH 1.1 2.2 3.0 

Triple 
''''" spII» 2.7 1.8 2.1 112" IfIIDI s.s 2.2 2.7 

These FHaIuaIn for "en_ rough frame window 
opening. When IIDrm _ iI added,WI additional 1.1 
may be added. One hI/f lie R-vaIue of IIIO¥88bIe 
insulalion mar liiio be added, when appropriate. 

A5-DoorI 
Solid wood with 2.2 
W~ 
Metal will rVd 5.9 
to.n CDI8 

TabIe..........m-ter Beat Lo .. 
I'IICtGn for lllallHta-Gnde aDd 

.......... (Btu/b-I'-ft) 
Heated ~heated Insulated 

PIrimeIer SlabHn- Base- Base- Crawl-
InIuIaIion Grade men. men. lpaces 
None 0.8 1.3 1.1 1.1 
R-6 0.4 0.8 0.7 0.6 
R-7 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.5 
R-11 0.3 0.6 0.5 0.4 
R-19 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.3 
R-3O 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.2 

Table c--aea~ ~ Daya 
(1'-4&7) 

Ct...tlllllng DIg"" o.p (Batt 1S0f) 
Oakland 2,877 

~ IIIIdng DIgI'M Day Ulplllr 
Passive Solar 

Heal Loss Glazing ARIa per 
pa:Square rJ« Square Foot 

Fool .00 . .10 .15 .20 
12.00 1.22 1.23 1.25 1.26 1.27 
11.50 1.20 1.22 1.23 1.25 1.26 
11.00 1.19 1.20 1.22 1.24 125 
10.50 1.17 1.19 1.21 1.22 1.24 
10.00 1.15 1.17 1.19 1.21 1.23 
9.50 1.13 1.15 1.18 1.20 1.21 
8.00 1.11 1.13 1.16 1.18 1.20 
8.50 1.08 1.11 1.14 1.16 1.18 
8.00 1.05 U19 1.12 1.14 1.17 
7.50 1.02 U)6 1.09 1.12 1.15 
7.00 0.99 1.03 1.06 1.10 1.13 
8.50 0.95 0.99 1.04 1.07 1.10 
8.00 0.90 0.95 1.00 1.04 1.08 
5.50 0.84 0.91 0.96 1.01 1.05 
5.00 0.78 0.86 0.92 0.97 1.01 
4.50 0.71 0.80 0.87 0.93 0.98 
4.00 0.62 0.73 0.81 0.88 0.94 
3.50 0.51 0.64 0.74 0.82 0.89 
3.00 0.311 0.54 0.66 0.75 0.83 
2.50 0.25 0.42 0.56 0.67 0.77 
2.00 0.10 0.28 OAS 0.58 0.69 

Table D .... CUe CoDHrfttioa 
PerfonDaDce (Btu/p..t) 

Baa c.e 28,265 

Table B--Projeoted Area 
~tl'acton 

[)egl'88Srue off Solar System Type 
1 00, TW, SSA SSB, 
South WW, sse SSO SSE 

0 1.00 0.77 0.75 
5 1.00 0.76 0.75 
10 0.98 0.75 0.74 
15 0.97 0.74 0.73 
20 0.94 0.72 0.70 
25 0.91 0.69 0.68 
SO 0.87 0.66 0.65 

Table 1'--801ar Syatem Savm, 
I'ractloDS 

load 
Collector 

Ratio 
400 
SOO 
200 
150 
100 
80 
60 
50 
45 
40 
35 
SO 
25 
20 
15 

F1-DillCt Gain 
DGC1 )~"L 
Double Low-e 
Glazing Glazing 

0.10 0.10 
0.13 0.14 
0.20 0.20 
0.26 0.26 
0.36 0.37 
0.43 0.45 
0.53 0.55 
0.60 0.62 
0.63 0.66 
0.67 0.70 
0.71 0.75 
0.76 0.79 
0.80 0.84 
0.85 0.89 
0.89 0.93 

F2-Trombe Willi 

DGC3 
R-9Nighl 
Insulallon 

0.11 
0.15 
0.23 
O.SO 
0.42 
0.50 
0.62 
0.69 
0.73 
0.77 
0.82 
0.86 
0.90 
0.93 
0.96 

TWF3 TWAS TWJ2 TWI4 
Load Unvenled Vented UlMlnted Unvenled 

Collector Non- Non· SeIec- Nghl 
Ratio selective seIecIive live Insulation 
400 0.08 0.11 0.12 0.08 
SOO 0.11 0.14 0.18 0.12 
200 0.17 0.20 0.27 0.20 
150 0.22 0.26 0.35 0.28 
100 0.31 0.35 0.48 0.39 
80 0.37 0.41 0.55 0.47 
60 0.45 0.49 0.65 0.57 
50 0.51 0.55 0.71 0.63 
45 0.54 0.58 0.75 0.67 
40 0.58 0.62 0.78 0.71 
35 0.62 0.66 0.82 0.75 
30 0.67 0.71 0.86 0.80 
25 0.73 0.76 0.90 0.85 
20 0.79 0.82 0.94 0.90 
15 0.87 0.89 0.97 0.95 

OaklaDd, Callfomla 



General Project Information 

Project Name RoorArea 
Location Date 
Designer 

Worksheet I: Conservation Performance Level 

A. Envelope Beat Loss 
Construction 
Description 

Ceilings/roofs 

Walls 

Insulated Floors 

Non-solar Glazing 

Doors 

B. Foundation Perimeter Beat Loss 

Description 

Siabs-on-Grade 
Heated Basements 
Unheated Basements 
Perimeter Insulated Crawls paces 

C. Infiltration Beat Loss 

D. Total Beat Loss per Square Foot 

Building 
Volume 

24 

E. Conservation Performance Level 

Total Heat 
Loss per 

Square Foot 

R-value Heat 
Area (Table A] Loss 

+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 
+ = 

Btuf"F-h 
Total 

Heat Loss 
Factor Heat 

Perimeter (Table B] Loss 

X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 

Btuf"F-h 
Total 

X X .018 = Btuf"F-h 
Air Changes 

per Hour 

X + = BtufOD-sf 
Total Heat Loss RoorArea 

(A+B+C) 

X X = Btu/yr-sf 
Heating Degree Heating Degree 
Days (Table C] Day Multiplier 

(Table C] 

F. Comparison Conservation Performance (From Previous Calculation or from Table 0) Btu/yr-sf 

Compare LIne E to Line F 

hulve Solar Design Strategies 



Worksheet D: AllxtUary Heat PerformaDce Level 

A. Projected Area of Paalve Solar GJadn, 
Solar System Ro1;!.rame Net Area Adjustment P 'ectad 

Reference Code Factor Factor [Table E) ~rea 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 

sf 
Total Area Total 

Projected 
Area 

+ = 
Total Floor Total Projected 

Projected Area Area per 
Area Square Foot 

B. Load CoUector Ratio 
24 X + = 

Total Total 
Heat Loss Projected 

(Worksheet I) Area 

C. Solar Savings Fraction 
System 

Projected 
Solar Savings 

Solar System Fraction 
Reference Code Area [TableF] 

X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 

+ = 
Total Total Solar 

Projected Savings 
Area Fraction 

D. AuxIliary Beat Performance Level 

[ 1- ] X = Btulyr-sf 
Solar Conservation 

Savings Performance 
Fraction Level (Worksheet I, 

Step E] . 

E. Comparative AmdUary Beat Performance (From Previous CalaJlalion or from Table G) Btulyr-sf 

Compare Line D to Line E 

PSIC'. Worksheet. for Home Bullden 



Worksheet m: Thennal Mass/Comfort 

A. Heat Capacity of Sheetrock and Interior Furnishings 
Unit Total 
Heat Heat 

RoorArea Capacity Capacity 

Rooms with Direct Gain X 4.7 = 
Spaces Connected to Direct Gain Spaces X 4.5 = 

Btur'F 
Total 

B. Heat Capacity of Mass Surfaces Enclosing Direct Gain Spaces 
Unit Heat 

Mass Description C=ci~ Total Heat 
(include thickness) Area [1 Ie ) Capacity 

Trombe Walls X 8.8 = 
Water Walls X 10.4 = 
Ex~sed Slab in Sun X 13.4 = 
Ex~sed Slab Not in Sun X 1.8 = 

X = 
X = 
X = 

Btur'F 
Total 

C. Heat Capacity of Mass Surfaces Enclosing Spaces Connected to Direct GaIn Spaces 

Mass Description 
(include thickness) 

Trombe Walls 
Water Walls 

D. Total Heat Capacity 

E. Total Heat Capacity per Square Foot 

F. Clear Winter Day Temperature swing 

Direct Gain 
Sunspaces or 
Vented Trombe Walls 

Total 
~~jected Area 
[Worksheet II) 

X 
X 

Comfort 
Factor 

[Table I) 

= 
= 

G. Recommended Maximum Temperature Swing 

Area 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

+ 
Total Heat 
Capacity 

+ 
Total 

Unit Heat 
C=ci~ [1 Ie ) 

3.8 
4.2 

Conditioned 
Floor Area 

Total 
Heat 

Capacity 

Total Heat 
Capacity 

= 
= 
= 
= 
= 

Btur'F 
Total 

Btur'F 
(A+B+C) 

= BllIr'F-sf 

= 

Compare Line F to Line G 

Pawve Solar Design Strategies 



Worksheet IV: Summer CooUng PerformaDce Level 

A. Opaque Surfaces 
Radiant Barrier Absorp- Heat Gain 

Heat Loss Factor tance Factor 
Description (Worksheet I) [Table J) [Table I<) [Table l) load 

Cem~s/roofs X X X = 
X X X = 
X X X = 

Walls X na X = 
X na X = 

Doors X na X = 
kBtulyr 

Total 

B. Non-solar Glazing 
Rough Frame Net Area Shade Factor Heat Gain 

Description Area Factor [TableM] Factor [Table l) load 
North Glass X 0.80 X X = 
East Glass X 0.80 X X = 
West Glass X 0.80 X X = 
Sk~lights X 0.80 X X = 

kBtulyr 
Total 

C. Solar Glazing 
Solar System Rough Frame Net Area Shade Factor Heat Gain 
Description Area Factor [TableM] Factor [Table l] load 

Direct Gain X 0.80 X X = 
Stora~Walis X 0.80 X X = 
Sunsoace X 0.80 X X = 

X 0.80 X X = 
kBtulyr 

Total 

D. Internal Gain +( X ) = kBtulyr 
Constant Variable Number of 

Component Component Bedrooms 
[Table N) [Table N) 

E. CooUng Load per Square Foot 1,000 X + = Btulyr-sf 
(A+B+C+D) Floor Area 

F. ~ustment for Thermal Mass and Ventilation 
[Table 01 

Btulyr-sf 

G. Coollng Performance Level Btulyr-sf 
(E -F) 

H. Comparison Coollng Performance (From Previous CaIQllation or from Table P) Btulyr-sf 

Compare Une G to Line H 

PSIC's Worksheets for Home Bullders 



........... 
lCIId WWA3 WWB4 WWC2 

CoIIc:tar == £. a.c::tiwI 
AIIio ..... 
400 0.12 0.10 0.11 
300 0.16 0.16 0.16 
3X) G.23 G.2I8 G.2I8 
150 G.28 0.34 0.34 
100 G.38 0.41 0.47 
eo 0.46 0.56 0.56 
eo 0.56 0.86 0.86 
10 0.11 0.72 0.71 
46 0.84 0.76 0.75 
«) 0.88 0.78 0.78 • 0.72 0.83 0.82 
30 o.n 0.87 0.86 
25 0.82 0.11 0.10 
20 0.87 0.16 0.14 
15 0 .. US 0.17 

rot ... , • 
Load 

CoIecU ~TYJ18 AIIio SSA1 SSB1 SSD1 SSE1 
400 0.1' 0.15 0.11 021 0.17 
300 022 0.1. 0.14 0.26 0.22 
3X) G.28 G.24 0.20 0.34 0.29 
150 o.s o.a 0.26 0.41 0.36 
100 0.44 0.. 0.36 0.52 0.47 eo 0.50 0.44 0.41 0.58 0.53 
80 o. 0.62 0.50 0.87 0.61 
50 0.83 0.57 0.56 0.72 0.66 
46 0.86 0.80 0.58 0.74 0.69 
«) o. 0.83 0.83 o.n 0.72 • 0.72 0.67 0.67 0.81 0.76 
30 0.71 0.71 0.72 0.14 0.80 
25 0.81 0.71 o.n 0 .• 0.14 
20 0.85 0.81 0.83 0.11 0.88 
15 0.80 0.87 0.10 0.15 0.93 

Passive Solar Design Strategies 

,..... B-VIIlt"'t Cepulu.. 
CBta/I'1II) 

H1~ ..... EnoIoIIng Dl..ct0Ul 
~ ..... 

MasariaI 
TIickneu CInChes) 

2 3 4 6 8 12 
PoIndConc. 1.8 U 6.7 8.8 11.311.5 10.3 

~~ 1.8 426.5 U 10.2 10.0 8.0 
2.0 4.7 7.1 1.0 1004 t.I 1.0 

~ 2.1 4.8 7.1 8.6 8.6 8.0 7.6 
1.5 3.76.4 6.5 6.6 6.0 5.8 

Adobe 1.3 3.2 4.8 5.5 5.4 U 4.8 
HIrdwood 004 1.4 1.8 1.7 1.5 1.6 1.5 
Water 52 10.415.6 20.8 31.2 41.6 62.4 

H2-1oome will 110 DIIHI Boa. Glin 

Material 
Thic:kne&& Qnche&) 

2 3 4 6 8 12 
Poured Cone. 1.7 3.0 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.6 3.4 
Cone. Masonry 1.6 2.9 3.5 3.6 3.6 3.4 3.2 
Face Brick 1.8 3.1 3.6 3.7 3.5 3.4 32 

~~ 1.9 3.1 3.4 3.4 32 3.1 3.0 
1.4 2.6 3.0 3.1 2.9 2.7 2.7 

Adobe 1.2 2.42.8 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.4 
Hardwood 0.5 1.1 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.1 

Table I-Comfort hcton (Btu/III) 
DinlctGain 850 
SIn~and 280 
Vented Trombe Walls 

Table .J..-BadlaDt Buder l'acton 
Radiant Barrier 0.75 
No Radiant Barrier 1.00 

Table s-tIolu AMorptaac_ 
Color AbsorplanCe 
Glass White 0.25 
~kIIo&& White 0.30 
l.Qrt~1 GGraenI88lI88ll 0.47 

0.51 
ium Blue 0.51 

Medium Yellow 0.57 
Medium Orange 0.58 
Medium Green 0.59 
!,ight Buff Brick 0.60 
Bare Concrn 0.65 
Red Brick 0.70 
Medium Red 0.80 
Medium Brown 0.14 
Dark Blue-Gray 0.88 
Dark Brown 0.88 

Table J-Beat Gaba .... aton 
Cellinglroofs 52.3 
Walls 8nd Doors 25.4 
Nort1 Glass 18.0 
EastGiau 72.2 
WestGIas& 67.5 
Skylighlll 117.2 
Diied Gain GIazi 57.0 
Trombe Walls andWd -0.8 

WatarWalls 
SUn&~ 

SS1 16.4 
SSB1 16.4 
sse1 -0.8 
SS01 15.4 
SSE1 16.4 

Table I1-8badla, l'acton 
Projection 

Fac\)r South East North West 
0.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 
0.20 0.85 0.95 0.87 0.94 
0.40 0.60 0.83 0.74 0.81 
0.60 0.41 0.70 0.60 0.67 
0.80 0.33 0.57 0.46 0.54 
1.00 0.30 0.49 0.33 0.46 
1.20 0.27 0041 0.19 0.38 

t\v~"\ 19l>.: ,\v #.'" f'~ lAJ-~ 

Table B-lDteI'IIal GalD l'acton 
Constant Component 1,990 kBtufyr 
Variable Component 830 kBtuIyr-BR 

Table o-Thermal ..... and 
VeDtllatioD AlijuatmeDt (Btu/yr-llfl 

Total Heat Night Night No Night No Night 
Cagacjty Ventwl Vent wI No Ventwl Vent wI No per Sf' Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan 

0.0 7,560 5,250 7,720 5,540 
1.0 8,630 6,670 8,790 6,960 
2.0 9,130 7,450 9,290 7,740 
3.0 9,370 7,890 9,530 8,180 
4.0 9,490 8,130 9,650 8,420 
5.0 9,540 8,260 9,700 8,550 
6.0 9,560 8,330 9,730 8,620 
7.0 9,580 8,370 9,740 8,660 
8.0 9,580 8,390 9,740 8,680 
9.0 9,590 8,400 9,750 8,690 
1 0.0 9,590 8,410 9,750 8,700 

Total heat capacity per square foot is calaJlatad on 
Worksheet II~ Step E. 

Table p......age Cue CooUaa 
PerfOl'llUlDce (Btu/d-yr) 

Base Case 3,478 



Worksheet IDKnIctiOD8 

......... Jo.--C_ •• natioa ........... 
1bfa Ia an eatlmate 01 the amount of heat 
mergy oeeded by the buIIdfng each year 
from both the .,Jar ayatem and the 
awdliary beating ayatan. 

For ." A. it Ia ~.ary to measure 
the net area of aurfIcM that encloae 
condtticJDed apace. For wa1Ja, the net 
aurface area Ie the ,.".. wall 8Ial leas 
the wiDdow and door area. 

Rough frame dtmenalona are 
generally uaed to measure window 8Ial. 
'!be R-valuea In 'DIble A4 are for the 
rough frame window area. 

Heat loss from passive .,Iar systems 
iB e.,chded 'Ibe surface area of direct 
gafn alazIng. Trombe walla, water wa1ls 
and the walla that aeparate aunapaces 
from the bouae are tgnored . 
." A Includea conaklerat1on of 

lnauJated fIoora over crawlapaces, 
unheated buementa or garages. 
R-valuea are provided In nab1e A3 that 
account for the buffering efIect of these 
unconditioned apaces. When lnauJation 
iB not lnataned In the Boor assembly, but 
rather around the perimeter of a 
crawlspace or unheaII:d basement. Step 
B ahould be uaed. 

'!be perimeter method of Step B iB 
uaed for alaba-on-grade, the below-grade 
portion of heated basementa, nnlyated 
baaementa (when the floor Ia not 
lnauJatedl, and perimeter Insulated 
crawlapacca (when the Ooor Ia not 
lnauJatedl. HeatM basement wa1ls that 
are above grade abould be conatdcrcd In 
Step A. 

Slab edge perimeter, unheated 
basements or perimeter Insulated 
crawlspaces adjacent to aunapaces 
ahou1d not be Included. 

'!be conaclV8Uon ~ level iB 
ca1cu1a.ted as the procluet of the heat Joss 
per degree day per aquaR! foot (Step DJ 
and the beatfng ~ days, adjusted mr 
the heat Joss and aolar glazing per 
aquare mot. 1be adjustment iB taken 
from Table C, baaed on data calculated 
on Worbheet I, Step D and Worksheet B, 
Step A. 

Should the estimated corweJVBUon 
pcrformancc level be II"e&w than 
des~, the designer ahould conatder 
additional bufldtng lnauJation or 
Rdudng non-aouth g1au area. 

... bbeet D 'adUa.,. Beat 
PuformaDoe Lnel 
1bis Ia an eat1mate of the amount of beat 
that must be provided each year from 
the auxIlIaJy beating ayatem. It 
account. for aavfnga due to aolar energy. 

In Step A ,the uaer may enter the 
rough frame area of ao1ar gJaz1ng. atnce it 
Ia generally euler to measure the rough 
frame 8Ial than it Ia the net glazing area. 
The worksheet Includea a net 8Ial factor 
of 0.80 to account for window frames 
and muWona. If the deafgner enters the 
net glass area. then the net area factor iB 
1.00. 

The projected area of the solar 
systems may be calculated using the 
adjustment factors in nable E or by 
making a scaled elevation drawing of the 
bu1ld1ng facing exactly aouth and 
measuring the glazing area from the 
aca1ed dmwlng. 

The projected area per square foot is 
c:alcuJated as the Jut part of Step A. 
1bis iB uaed to determine the beating 
degree clays adjustment uaed on 
Worlcsheet L Step £. 

The load collector ratio iB calculated 
in Step B. 1bis iB uaed to determine the 
solar savfnga fracUons in Step C. 

The solar systems used in Step C 
should be identical to those used in Step 
A. The first and last columns of Step A 
are simply carried down. 

The solar savings &action iB 
determined eeparately for each ~ of 
passive solar system by looking up 
values in Tables Fl through F4. The 
sunapace sys~m t;ypes are shawn 
beneath Tab1e'F4. 

If the auxllWy heat performance level 
ca1cu1ated in Step D iB larger than 
desired, the designer should conaider 
increasing the size of the solar systems 
or adding additional solar systems, Le. 
thermal storage wa1ls. 

WOI'bheet m-comfart 
PerfOl'lllllDGe LneI 
1bis iB the temperature swing expected 
on a clear winter day with the awdliaJy 
heating system not operating. 

ThiB worksheet requires that two sub-
areas be deflned within the bu1ld1ng: 
thoee areas that rece1vc d1rect solar 
gatns and thoee areas that are connected 
to rooms that rece1vc direct solar gains. 
Rooms that are separated from direct 
gain spaces by more than one door 
should not be included in either 
category. 

Thermal mass elements located In 
unconditioned spaces such as sunspaces 
are not included. 

An expoeed slab iB one fln1shed with 
vinyl Ule, ceramic tile or other highly 
conduct1ve materials. Carpeted slabs 
should not be conaidered exposed. The 
exposed slab area should be further 

reduced by about 150 percent to account 
mr throw rues and fum1ah1nga. 

M a rule-of-thumb, expoeed slab area 
ahould be conaidcrcd to be in the sun 
only when It iB located d1n=ctly behind 
south glazing. The maximum slab area 
that Is assumed to be in the sun should 
not exceed 1.6 times the adjacent south 
glauarea. 

In Step F, the projected area of solar 
glazing ca1cu1ated on Worksheet n iB 
uaed to ca1cu1ate the comfOrt 
perfOrmance level. The projected area of 
water walla and unvented Trombe walls 
iB emcluded in thIa step. 

A hfgh temperature awing indicates 
inadequate thermal mass or too much 
direct gafn solar glazing. If the comfort 
perfOrmance level iB greater than desired 
f13"F recommended), additional thermal 
mass should be added to the buflding or 
direct gain glazing should be Rduced. 

WOI'bheet JV-8ammer eoonu, 
PedormaDce Level 
This iB an estimate of the annual cooling 
load of the building-the heat that needs 
to be removed from the bu1ld1ng by an 
air conditioner in order to maintain 
commrt during the summer. 

In Step A. only the envelope surfaces 
that are exposed to sunlight are to be 
fncluded. For tnatance, floors o~r 
crawlapaces and walls or doors adjacent 
to garages are excluded. 

Steps B and C of the worksheet 
account for solar gatns. They use the 
rough frame area since this iB easier to 
measure. The worksheets include a net 
area. factor of 0.80 to account for window 
frames and mulliona. If the net window 
area. is used, the net area factor iB 1.00. 

nable M gives .the shade factor for 
windows with overhangs based on a 
project1on factor. The projection factor 18 
the ratio between the horizontal 
project1on of the overhang from the 
surface of window and the distance from 
the bottom of the window to the bottOm 
of the overhang. When windows ha~ 
sunscreens, tints or films, the shade 
factors in Table M should not be used. 
lnatead, a shading coefficient should be 
determined from manufacturers' 
literature. 

If the cooling performance level18 
greater than des~, the designer should 
consider Rducing non-south glass, 
providing additional shading or 
Increasing thermal mass. 
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40 
The Worked Example 

De8cd.,u. of 
EDmple Bulldln. 
A 1,504 square foot passive 
solar, single-family home is used 
to illustrate how to ft111n the 
worksheets. See sketches for 
the building layout. A variety of 
design features have-been 
incorporated Into the house to 
help illustrate how to handle 
cfjfferent situatlons In the 
worksheets. 

The building selected has 
good 1nsulatlon as described on 
Worksheet I. 

The east portion of the house 
is slab on grade. The great room 
and master bedroom are 
constructed over a crawlspace. 

Garage 

The house has a semi-
enclosed sunspace with glazing 
sloped at 50 degrees. The 
sunspace floor has a four-inch 
thick slab-on-grade with quany 
tile set In a mortar bed. The 
sunspace is separated from the 
conditloned portion of the house 
by slicUng glass doors and a 
masomy fireplace wall. 
Sunspace ventilation is provided 
to the outside by awning 
windows loCated at the top and 
bottom of the south wall. 

South facing windows 
provide direct gain solar heating 
to the cUn1ng area, kitchen and 
master bedroom. The south 
glazing In the kitchen and dining 
area provides heat to an exposed 
slab-on-grade finished with 
ceramic tile to provide direct 
gain heat storage. 

The house faces 10 degrees 
to the east of true south. 

3040 

4040 

Bedroom 

Great Room 

WORKED EXAMPLE 

The house is equipped with a 
ceiling fan to help reduce the 
air-conditioning load. North 
windows have an overhang with 
a projection factor of 0.30. East 
and west windows are small and 
have no effective overhang 
because of the gable roof. South 
windows. inclUding the 
sunspace windows, have an 
overhang with a projection factor 
of 0.20. 

Take-offs from the house are 
given In the worksheets. Refer 
to the circled values In the 
worksheet tables to locate where 
the various values which show 
up In the worksheets come from. 

Performance is found to be 
satisfactory on all four 
worksheets. 

3040 

Bedroom 

........................ ~ ~d&~ 
Master r-1 

Bedroom 

4050 5030 

8088 

14' 24' 

o 2 4 8 12 

Floor Plan -..-.. 
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-
South Elevation 

.- • 
North Elevation 

Section 

Oakland, California 



42 WORKED EXAMPLE 

• 

0.., ..... CaIIfanda 



Oakland 
California 

43 

NOTE: These worksheets are completed 
for the example house described on the 
previous pages. Also the reference tables 
are marked up showing how the numbers 
are selected. 

Worksheets 

Oaklaud, CaUfornia 



44 
General Project Information 

Date fl2./ '-

Worksheet I: ColUlervation Penol'lD8Dce Level 

A. BaftJope lleat Lou 
Construction 
Description 

Insula18d Floor! 

B. I'oaadatloll PedlDetel' B_t Lou 

Description 

SlabI::2D-Grada 
Heated Baaamants 
!.IOhealBd Baaamants 
etrimeter Il!Il.!lItrm CrawlsDllC8S 

C. IDfIltl'atloa lleat Lou J~4B3 
BuUdng 
Volume 

D. Total B_t Lou per Square I'oot 24 

B. Couenatlml PerfanllaDce Level 

X 

X 

R-value 
Area [Table A] 

Heat 
Loss 

+--- =---
--5~a~ : -~/~.-g~ ~ -~~9~ 
----- + ---- = -----

+ 
#0 + 

---=0"""'- = 
5:q =~ 

Total 

Heat Loss 
Factor Heat 

Perimeter [Table B) Loss 

lO~ X O.J.I D = TJR 
X = 
X = 
X = 

7~ 
Total 

O.~ X .018 = lItL 
Air Changes 

per Hour 

3?11 + L5li-I = 5.37J 
Total Heat Loss Floor Area 

(A+B+C) 

Btul"F-h 

Btui"F-h 

Btul°F-h 

Btu/DO-sf 

O:3rz~ X ~8""7 X /. DO = 15'1'13 Btu/yr-sf 
Total Heat Heating Degree Heating Degree 
Loss per Days [Table C) Day Multiplier 

Square Foot [Table C) 

1'. COm.,...... CODSel'9lltiOD Performance (From Previous Calculation or from Table OJ ~ /oS Btu/yr-sf 

Compare Une E to Line F 



45 
Worksheet U: Allzlltary Heat Performance Level 

A. Projected Ana of PaM .. Solar G1aziDI 
Sol.- System Ro1;!.rame Net Area Adjustment P~~ Referance Code Factor Factor [Table E) 

.~~l!l 0'11 X 0.80 X 8:1 = l~~ X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X .= 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 

ci}ql/) ~3:z. sf 
Total Area Total 

Projected 

oQ~ 150'-1 Area 
+ = /).l5" 

Total Floor Total Projected 
Projected Area Area per 

Area Square Foot 

B. LaM CaUector Ratio 83'/ s2~ 30-24 X + = 
Total 

Heat LDss Projected 
[Worksheet I] Area 

C. Solar ...... PnctIoa 
System 

Solai savings 
Sol_System Projeclled Fraction 

Reference Code Area [TableF] 

~Z~ 2~~ X 2'1~7 = L~~ X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 
X = o.IP8 L"5'8.,Jb+ ~3cQ. = 

Total Total Solar 
Projected Savings 

Area Fraction 

[ 1- o.loB ] X 1547.3 = q95j Btulyr-sf 
Solar Conservation 

savings Performance 
Fraction Level [Worksheet I, 

Step E) 

E. Comparati .. Auztllary Beat PerfOrmaDce (From Previous calculation or from Table G) ~4~~ Btu/yr-sf 

Compare Line D to Line E 

Oakland. CaUfomia 
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Worksheet m: Thermal Mass/Comfort 

A. Beat cap.dty of Sheetrock and Interior Fum1ahlu •• 

Floor Area 

x 
X 

Unit 
Heat 

Capacity 

4.7 
4.5 

B. Beat cap.dty of .... S1Ufacea Enc1oa1Dg Direct GalD Spaces 

Trombe Walls 
WalerWa!!s 
Exposed Slab jn SUn 

Mass Description 
(include Ihicki"less) 

Expoted Slab Not jn SUn 

Area 

X 
X 

~ X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Unit Heat 
C=ci~ [T Ie ) 

8.8 
10.4 
13.4 
1.8 

= 
= 

= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 

Total 
Heat 

it 
Total 

Total Heat 
Capacity 

~ 

lto';;'7 
Total 

C. Beat Capacity of .... Surfaces EncloldDg Spaces CODDected to Direct GalD Spaces 

Mass Description 
(include Ihicki"less) 

T!!m!be WaHs 
WalerWalls 

FN!F£ "PR1l!)( 

D. Total Beat Capacity 

B. Total Beat Capaclty per Square Foot 

F. Our WIater Day Temperature Swing 

Direct Gain 
SUnspaces or 
Vented Trombe Walls 

Total 
Prafec18d Area 
[Worksheet II) 

X 
X 

Comfort 
Factor 

[Table I) 

~ 

G. RecClllUlleaded Mazim1llD Temperature Swing 

Area 

X 
X 

JlI X 
X 
X 

84qD + 
Total Heat 
Capacity 

Unit Heat 
g.a:reci~ 

3.8 = 
4.~ = = :5. 

= 
= 

~ = 
Floor Area 

84QD = 
Total 
Heat 

Capacity 

Total Heat 
Capacity 

gIl 

~ l1 
Total 

B ) 

(A+B+C) 

5:/t/ 

13 

BtuI"F 

BtuI"F 

BtuI"F 

Btu/OF 

BtufOF-sf 

Compare Line F to Line G 
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Worksheet IV: SlImmer CooUng Performance Level 

A.ap.q ....... 
Radiant Barrier Absorp- Heat Gain 

HeatLoaa Factor tance Factor 
DeIcripIion [Worksheet I) [TableJ) [TableK) [Table L) Load 

Qd!llllllroofa ~ X ffrM X S·.~~ X ~·i = 1fjrl-X X X 5::t.'3 = 
X X X = 

Wal. ~ X na ()!10 X dl5.~ = W~ 
X na X = 

Docn '3 X na DI 30 X c2S.~ = ~ kBtu/yr 

B. NOD ___ GIubIC 

~rame Net Area Heat Gain 
DeIcripIion Factor Factor [Table L) Load 

North Glasa X 0.80 X 
EutGlasa X 0.80 X 
w.stGlaaa X 0.80 X X = 
Skltljghts X 0.80 X X = y"fjIZ kBtu/yr 

Total 

C.8oIuG ...... 
SoI .. Systam ~rame Net Area Shade Factor Heat Gain 
DeIaiption Factor [Table M) Factor [Table L) Load 

DiractGain g]:l X 0.80 X O:B.5 X 3'Zo = 34LZ 
SlDraae WaR. X 0.80 X X = 
SunsDaCe ...oQR X 0.80 X (J.Ss" X -().Cj = -l.;}7 

X 0.80 X X = 
.5"}j~ kBtu/yr 

Total 

D. IDtenaai GallI LQfJJ.2 +( S3D X 3 ) = 4L1SD kBtulyr 
Constant Variable Number of 

Component Component Bedrooms 
[Table N) [Table N) 

B. COolin. t..d per Square Foot 1,000 X LID'l'S' + L5D4 = 17'3'7'7 Btu/yr-sf 
(A+B+C+D) Floor Area 

1'. Ad.jaatment for T1a~~ aad Ventilation ~7623 Btu/yr-sf 
tOOUA)(, STi~"~V Ap;>UE NO /lJ1t,HT VI::7JTILATJO~ J [Table 0) 

I(E~ CEIL/IVt, FAN -o?3i-J(P G. Coolin. Perform-nee Leftl Btu/yr-sf 
(E -F) 

B. CoIDpad8oD CooIIDI PeJformaace (From Previous Calculation or from Table P) =t-I18 Btu/yr-sf 

Compare Line G to Line H 

Oaldand, CaUfonda 
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A1~ 
InIuIa1ian R-¥IIue 

MIl ~ R-G R-80 
27.8 36.8 48.8 57.8 

niu Iiari R-valua 

A5-DoorI 
Solid wood with 
W.llerslripping 
Metal with rigid 
foam cora 

2.2 

o 
Framed 
Conl1rUclion 
2x6 at 16"oc 
2x6 at 24"oc 
2x8 at 16"oc 
2x8 at 24"oc 
211 0 at 16"oc 
211 0 at 24·oc 
2112 at 16"oc 
2112 at 24"oc 

R-18 R·22 MIl R-38 
14.7 15.8 
15.3 16.5 

16.3 
17.1 

Tale B--PedIIIe_ Beat Loa 
I'8ctan for 81a1HHtD-Gnde uad 

Be_uta (Btu/h-I'-ft) 
17.0 18.9 20.8 21.1 Heated lkIheated Insulated 
17.8 19.8 21.8 22.2 Perimeter 

Insulation 
SJab&.on. Base- Base- CIawt-

18.1 20.1 24.5 'l!j.7 Grade menlS menlS spaces 
18.4 20.7 
18.8 21.0 
18.0 21.4 

'l!j.5 28.8 
'l!j.5 30.1 
27.3 31.4 <#> 1.3 1.1 1.1 

0.4 0.8 0.7 0.6 
. 0.7 0.6 0.5 

None 
R-S 
R·7 

V' 
Framing 
214 at 16"oc 
214 at 24"oc 
2x6 at 18"oc 
2x6 at 24"oc 

Insulation R-vaIue 
R-ll R-13 R-19 R·'l!j 
12.0 13.8 
12.7 13.9 qw -
14.1 15.4 192 
14.3 15.6 19.8 

R·ll 
R·19 
R-3O 

0.3 0.6 0.5 0.4 
0.2 0.4 0.5 0.3 
0.1 0.3 0.4 0.2 

Double 
Tatli Thickneal CmcheI) 

C1-HN11ng DIg_ Dap (a.. 65°F) 
Wall 
Framing 8 10 12 14 Oakland 2,877 

'l!j.0 31.3 37.5 43.8 
The R-valua of inIuIating IhaIIhing ahouIcI be added to 
lie VIlla in 1hiI1IbIe. 

C2-HNdng DIg_ OIly Ulpller 

Heatl...osa 
per Square 

AI _ .. *' FIocn Foot .00 
NuIatian R-value 12.00 1.22 

Ftaming R-11 R-19 R-3I R-38 11.50 1.20 
2x8sat18"oc 18.2 23.8 29.9 11.00 1.19 
2x8sat24·oc 18.4 24.5 31.5 10.50 1.17 
2x8I at 16"oc 18.8 24.9 31.7 36.0 10.00 1.15 
2x8I at 24"oc 18.9 'l!j.4 33.1 37.9 9.50 1.13 
211 0 at 16"oc 19.3 'l!j.8 33.4 38.1 9.00 1.11 
2110 at 24·oc 19.3 28.1 34.4 39.8 8.50 1.08 
2x12at 1- 197 285 34 7 39 8 8.00 1.05 
2x12 at 24·: 18A 28:7 36:& 412 ?:~ ~:: 
These R-vaka include the buffIring effect of • ~.50 0.95 
Vll'ltiiaSed CIWIIpaca or lNOIIdibied bMemenL 6 0.90 

• .50 0.84 
------------.....;:::;... 5.00 0.78 

M--WIMAaB 4.00 ~:~ 

Double 
114· .... 
112" .... 
lDH 

Metal 3.50 0.51 
StancIanI Frame wI 3.00 0.39 

Wood Metal Thermal 2.50 O.'l!j 
fnIme Frame Break 2.00 0.10 

3.1 

1.4 
1.6 
2.2 

1.5 
1.8 
3.0 

Triple 
114·.... 2.7 1.8 2.1 
112".... 3.3 2.2 2.7 

These R-valU8I are for lie entire rough frame window 
opening. When storm sash is added, an additional 1.1 
may be added. One han hi R-value of moveable 
insulation may also be added, when appropriate. 

Passive Soler 
Glazing Araa per 
per square Foot 

.05 .10 .15 
1.23 
1.22 
1.20 
1.19 
1.17 
1.15 
1.13 
1.11 
1.09 
1.06 
1.03 
0.99 
0.96 
0.91 
0.86 
0.80 
0.73 
0.64 
0.54 
0.42 
0.28 

1.'l!j 
1.23 
1.22 
1.21 
1.19 
1.18 
1.16 
1.14 
1.12 
1.09 
1.06 
1.04 
1.00 
0.96 
0.92 
0.87 
0.81 
0.74 
0.66 
0.56 
0.45 

1.28 
1.'l!j 
1.24 
1.22 
1.21 
1.20 
1.18 
1.16 
1.14 
1.12 
1.10 
1.07 
1.04 
1.01 
0.97 
0.93 
0.88 
0.82 
0.75 
0.67 
0.58 

.20 
1.27 
1.26 
1.25 
1.24 
1.23 
1.21 
1.20 
1.18 
1.17 
1.15 
1.13 
1.10 
1.08 
1.05 
1.01 
0.98 
0.94 
0.89 
0.83 
0.77 
0.69 

Table D-Bue C .. e CODHl'VatiOD 
Pufonaaace (Btu/Jr1f) 

Base Case 28,265 

Table B-ProJected Area 
AIQ_tmeat hcton 

Degrees off Solar System Type 
lrue 00, TW, SSA sse, 
South ww, sse SSD SSE 

0 1.00 0.77 0.75 
5 c$> 0.76 0.75 
10 0.75 0.74 
15 0.74 0.73 
20 0.94 0.72 0.70 
25 0.91 0.69 0.68 
30 0.87 0.66 0.65 

Table 1'--801ar ~tem Sam., 
I'ractlOD8 

Load 
Collector 

Ratio 
400 
300 
200 
150 
100 
80 
60 
50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
25 
20 
15 

Fl-OllICt Gain 
DGCl v6L"Z-
Double Low-e 
Glazing Glazing 

0.10 0.10 
0.13 0.14 
0.20 0.20 
0.26 0.26 
0.36 0.37 
0.43 0.45 
0.53 0.55 
0.60 0.62 
0.63 0.66 

~ 
0.70 

0 .. 71 0.75 
0.79 

0.80 0.84 
0.85 0.89 
0.89 0.93 

F2-Trornbe Walls 

00C3 
R·9 Night 
Insulation 

0.11 
0.15 
0.23 
0.30 
0.42 
0.50 
0.62 
0.69 
0.73 
0.77 
0.82 
0.86 
0.90 
0.93 
0.96 

TWF3 TWA3 TWJ2 TWI4 
Load Unvented Vented Unvented Unvented 

Collector Non· Non· Selae- Night 
Ratio selective selective tive Insulation 
400 0.08 0.11 0.12 0.08 
300 ~1 ~4 ~8 ~2 
200 0.17 0.20 0.27 0.20 
150 0.22 0.28 0.35 0.28 
100 0.31 0.35 0.48 0.39 
80 0.37 0.41 0.55 0.47 
60 0.45 0.49 0.65 0.57 
50 0.51 0.55 0.71 0.63 
45 0.54 0.58 0.75 0.67 
40 0.58 0.62 0.78 0.71 
35 0.62 0.66 0.82 0.75 
30 0.67 0.71 0.86 0.80 
25/ 0.73 0.76 0.90 0.85 
20 0.79 0.82 0.94 0.90 
15 0.87 0.89 0.97 0.95 



~w ... w. 
Load WWA3 WWB4 WWC2 

Collector NoN' ht ~ Selective 
Ratio nswa10n Ina' Surface 
400 0.12 0.10 0.11 
300 0.16 0.16 0.16 
200 0.23 0.26 0.26 
150 0.29 0.34 0.34 
100 0.39 0.48 0.47 
80 0.48 0.56 0.56 
60 0.56 0.66 0.65 
50 0.61 0.72 0.71 
45 0.64 0.76 0.75 
40 0.68 0.79 0.76 
35 0.72 0.83 0.82 
30 0.77 0.87 0.88 
25 0.82 0.91 0.90 
20 0.87 0.95 0.94 
15 0.93 0.98 0.97 

F4 8uupc II 
Load 

CoIIectDr Sunspace Type 
Ratio SSAl SS81 SSC1 SSDl SSEl 

. 400 0.18 0.15 0.11 0.21 0.17 
300 0.22 0.18 0.14 0.26 0.22 
200 0.29 0.24 0.20 0.34 0.29 
150 0.35 0.29 0.26 OAl 0.36 
100 0.44 0.38 0.35 0.52 0.47 
80 0.50 0.44 0.41 0.58 0.53 
60 0.58 0.52 0.50 0.67 0.61 
50 0.63 0.57 0.58 0.72 0.66 
45 0.68 0.60 0.58 0.74 0.69 
40 0.68 0.63 0.63 0.77 0.72 
35 0.72 0.67 0.67 0.81 0.76 
30 0.76 0.71 0.72 0.84 0.80 
25 0.81 0.78 0.77 0 .• 0.84 
20 0.85 0.81 0.83 0.91 0.88 
15 0.90 0.87 0.90 0.96 0.93 

Table B-UDit Beat Capaclde. 
(Btu/l'-ef) 

Hl-11Me 8urfecN EncIoIIng DlNCt Gain 
Speon 

Material 
Thicknesa (inches) 

2 3 4 6 8 12 
Poured Cone. 1.8 4.3 6.7 8.8 11.3 11.5 10.3 
Cone. Masonry 1.8 4.2 6.5 8.4 10.210.0 9.0 
Face Brick 2.0 4.7 7.1 9.0 10.4 9.9 9.0 

~~ 2.1 4.8 7.1 8.5 8.6 8.0 7.6 
1.5 3.7 5.4 6.5 6.6 6.0 5.8 

Adobe 1.3 3.2 4.8 5.5 5.4 4.9 4.8 
Hardwood OA 1.4 1.8 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.5 
Water 5.2 10.4 15.6 20.8 31.2 41.6 62.4 

H2-ft00llll .... no DlNCt a. Gain 

Material 
Thicknesa Onches) 

2 3 4 6 8 12 
Poured Cone. 1.7 3.0 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.6 3.4 
Cone. Masonry 1.6 2.9 3.~3.6 3.4 3.2 
Face Brick 1.8 3.1 3. 3.7 3.5 3.4 3.2 

=tone 1.9 3.1 3. . 3.2 3.1 3.0 
Bui Brick 1.4 2.6 3.0 3.1 2.9 2.7 2.7 
Adobe 1.2 2.4 2.8 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.4 
Hardwood 0.5 1.1 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.1 

Table I-ComfOl't I'acton (Btu/If) 
DireclGain 850 
SUI1lpac:ee and 280 
Vented Trombe Walla 

Table J Ra"ent JIudeao hcton 
Radiant Banier 0.75 
No Radiant Barrier ® 

TabIeK 801ar~ 
Color Absorptance 

Gloss White ~ Sem' loss White 
Light'1raen 0 .. 
K8IIyGrean 
Medium Blue 0.51 
Medium Yellow 0.57 
Medium Orange 0.58 
Medium Graen 0.59 
Light Buff Brick 0.60 
Bare Concntle ~ 
Red Brick '. 
Medium Red 
Medium Brown 0.84 
Dark Blue-Gray 0.88 
Dark Brown 0.88 
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if-I 
Direct Gain Glazing 57.0 
Trombe Walla and -0.8 

Water Walls 
Sunspaces 

SSAl 
SSBl 
SSCl 
SSDl 
SSEl 

15.4 

~ 
15.4 

Table M-8badlq hcton 
Projection 

Fac1Dr Soulh East Norlh West 

0.00 ~~ cif5~ 0.20 . ~ .87' ~ 
0.40 . 0.83 0.7 0.81 
0.60 0.41 0.70 . 0 0.67 
0.80 0.33 0.57 0.46 0.54 
1.00 0.30 0.49 0.33 0.46 
1.20 0.27 OAl 0.19 0.38 

M"I,.."I"~ ~-V II. Q6 "'crt.. lAJ-~ 

Table N-1Dtema1 Gain hcton 
Constant Component 1,990 kBtulyr 
Variable Component 830 kBtu/yr-BR 

Table o-Thennal Mau and 
VentUadon AAQustment (Btu/,..-ef) 

Total Heat Night Night No Night No Night 
Capacity Ventwl Ventw/No Ventwl Ventw/No per Sf' Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan 

0.0 7,560 5,250 7,720 5,540 
1.0 8,630 6,670 8,790 6,960 
2.0 9,130 7,450 9,290 7,740 
3.0 9,370 7,890 9,530 8,180 
4.0 9,490 8,130 .... 9--=-.... ____ 
5.0 9,540 8,260 
6.0 9,560 8,330 
7.0 9,580 8,370 
8.0 9,580 8,390 
9.0 9,590 8,400 

10.0 9,590 8,410 
Total heat capacity per square foot is calculated on 
Worksheet III, Step E. 

Table P-Bue Case CooUng 
Performance (Btu/sf-,..) 

Base Case 3,478 

Oakland, California 
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PASSIVE SOLAR DESIGN STRATEGIES 

GI0888l'J' 

A_He.,. ...... .,....., a term »r 
the syatem (gu, eJectrtc, od, etc.) wbfch 
pnMdea the DOn-eolar portfon of the 
bouee'. haUtng encr&V needa. rei:rred to 
as the "awdlary heat. " 

BIt ... ~ Vmt (Bta): a unit used 
to measure heat. One Btu Is about equal 
to the heat released from bummg one 
ldtchen match. 

~ in addition to encr&V 
CODRrVBtfon in the ~ aeue. the 
term ta used to rder to the DOD-SOlar, 
energy_vtng JIIaI8UIa in a boWIe 
wbfch are primarily Involwd with 
fmproYIDg the building c:nveJope to guard 
agatnat heat lou - the fnsuJatton. the 
air tnftltratton reduction measures, and 
80 forth. 

DInIot GeIa: a paaa1Ye solar syatem in 
wbfch the .unlfgbt falla d1rectly into the 
space where it ta .tored and used. 

0IubtC: often used interchangeably with 
window or gJaaa, the term actually refers 
to speclftca1ly Just to the clear material 
which admtta sunJJght, and 80 can also 
be plastic. Double and triple glazing 
refer to two or three panes. 

IDdInot GUa: a paaa1Ye IOlar syatem in 
which the sunlfgbt ran. onto thermal 
ID888 which Is pos1tianed between the 
glazing and the space to be heated, I.e. a 
'Ihermal Storage Wall or Trombe Wall. 

LaW'-BIIIIulfttp: the term refers to a 
surface's ability to abaorb and re-radfate 
heat. A material with a low em1ss1v1ty 
absorbs and re-radtates re1at1vdy small 
amounts of heat. Low-emfasMty or "low-
e" glaas sandw1chea a thin layer of 
meta11fc film or coattng between two 
panes of gIasa. The low-e gIasa blocks 
radiant heat, 80 it will tend to keep heat 
energy fnslde the bouse during the 
winter, and keep heat energy outside the 
hou8e during the summer. 

........ So_: design and construction 
techniques which help a building make 
use of solar energy by DOn-mechanical 
means, as opgpsed to active solar 
techrUques which use equipment such 
as roof-top collectors. 

JIbue.C ...... IIateIUIa: matertaIs 
such as salts or waxes which store and 
release energy by changing "phase": most 
store energy when they tum Uquid at a 
certain temperature and release energy 
when they tum solid at a certam 
temperature, but lOme remain solid but 
undergo chemical changes which store 
and release energy. Phase change 
materials can be used as thermal mass 
but few products are commerdally 
available at this time .. 

Pan:bued BIuIrIr- although the terms 
are often used interchangably, a house's 
"purchased energy" Is generally gn:ater 
than its "auxihuy heat" because heating 
systems are seldom 100% efDcient, and 
more energy Is purchased than is 
actually delivered to the house. 

R-VaIue: a unit that measures the 
resistance to heat flow through a given 
material. The higher the R-value, the 
better fnsulating capability the material 
has. The R-value Is the reciprocal of the 
U-value. (see below) 

Radiant Buder. reflective material used 
in hot clfmates to block radiant heat, 
particularly in a house's roof. 

&bad .... CoemcI.Dt: a measure of how 
much solar heat will be transmitted by a 
g1azfng material, as compared to a single 
pane of clear uncoated glaas, which has 
a shading coefBcient (SC) of 1. For 
example, clear double-pane glass might 
have an SC in the range of .88. 
Reflective glaas might have SC's of .03-
.06. In general. lower shading 
coefficients are desirable when heat gain 
Is a problem. 

S1lD8~: pass1Ye solar system 
sometimes alsO referred to as an isolated 
gain system, where sunlight Is collected 
and stored in a space separate from the 
living space, and must be transferred 
there either by natural convection or by 
fans. 
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SuntemperiDa: a modest form of a direct 
gain passive solar system: suntempered 
houses increase south-facing glass to 
about 7 percent of a total floor area, but 
add no thermal mass beyond the "free" 
mass already in a typical house --
gypsum board, framing, conventional 
furnishings and floor coverings. 

Temperature S....,: a measure of the 
number of degrees the temperature in a 
space will vary during the course of a 
sunny winter day without the furnace 
operating: an indicator of the amount of 
thermallD888 in the passive solar 
system. 

Thermal Mau: material that stores 
energy, although mass will also retain 
coolness. The thermal storage capacity 
of a material is a measure of the 
material's ability to absorb and store 
heat. Thermal mass in passive solar 
buildtngs Is usually dense material such 
as brick or concrete masomy, but can 
also be tile, water, phase change 
matertaIs, etc. 

Thennal Storage WaD: a passive solar 
system also sometimes called Trombe 
Wall or indirect gain system; a south-
facing glazed wall, usually made of 
masomy but can also be made of 
containers of water. 

Trombe WaD: a thermal storage wall, 
referred to by the name of its inventor, 
Dr. Felix Trombe. 

V-Value: a unit representing the heat 
loss per square foot of surface area per 
degree OF of temperature difference (see 
R-value above). 

OaldaDd, California 
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New Construction, Interfm Ouide. 
National Association of Home Builders, 
Environmental Protection Agency OPA 
87-000,. August 1987. Ava1lable from 
the EPA or the NAHB Bookstore. 15th 
and M Streets N.W .• Washington. D.C. 
20005. (202) 822-0200. 

AppHances 

13. Sa.vtng Energy and Money with Home 
Appliances, Environmental Science 
Department. Massachusetts Audobon 
Society/American Council for an Energy 
Emdent Economy. Ava1lable for $2.00 
apiece from ACEE, 1001 Connecticut 
Ave. N.W .• Suite 535. Washington D.C. 
20036 

14. The Most Energy E1JfdentApplfances. 
1988 Edition. ACEEE. $2.00 apiece at 
address above. 
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SIte Pia •• '.' 

15. Bulldtn's Guide fD PassWe Soku 
Home Desfgn and Land Deuelqmwnt, 
National Fenestration Council. AvatJable 
for $12.00 &om NFC. 3310 Harrfaon, 
White Lakes Profeasfonal Bufldtng, 
Topeka, KS. 66611 

16. Site PIDnnlngJorSolDr Access. U.S. 
[)eparI:mmt of Housing and Urban 
Development/ Amertam PJannmg 
Aa8odatfon. AvatJable for •• 50 &om 
Superintendent ofDocummta, U.s. 
Government PlinUng 0fBce. Waahington 
D.C. 20402 

Sunspaces 

17. Jones. Robert W. and Robert D. 
McFarland. The SWlSpac8 PrImer. A 
Guide Jor PassWe SolDr Heating. available 
for $32.50 &om Van Nostrand Reinhold. 
115 5th Avenue. New York. N.Y. 10003 

18. GreenhousesJor Uvtng. from Steven 
Winter Associates. Attn: Publ1cat1ons. 
6100 Empire State Building, New York. 
N.Y. 10001. $6.95. 

19. ConceptIY, from Andersen 
Corporation, Bayport, MH. 55003. $6.95. 

20. PassWe SolDr Greenhouse Design and 
Constructfon, Ohio Department of 
Energy/John Spears. 8821 Silver Spring, 
Md •• 20910. 
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More Information 

COUervatiOD and Renewable Energy 
lDquhte. and Refenal8errice 
(CAREIRS) 1-800-523-2929. Renewable 
Energy Infonnation, Box 8900. Silver 
Spring. Md. 20907 

Natlonal AAoclatiOD of Home Builders 
Attention: Technical Services 
15th & M Streets N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005 

Natlonal CODcnte Iiuomy 
MMolatloD 
Attention: Energy Engineer 
2302 Horse Pen Road 
Herndon. Va. 22070 

Brick IDlltitute of America 
Attention: Energy Engineer 
11490 Commerce Park Drive 
Suite 300 
Reston. Va. 22091 

Solar Energy Re.earch Ia.tltute 
Attention: Solar Buildings 
1617 Cole Boulevard 
Golden. Co. 80401 

Paulve Solar lad_trie. CouacD 
ISi\ " \-:.v_<.~.:-.JLj. <)1.,<,: 0CQ 

Washington. DC 20005 

Oakland. CaUfolula 
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Example Tables ~ 

Examples of Heat Energy Savings 
Passive Solar-Dlrect Gain 

Examp'" of Heat Energy savings. 
AcIdecIlnlUlatlon 

1,500 sf Single Story House 

1,500 sf Single Story House 
Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

R·valun 
Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

Ceiling/Roof 27 22 25 31 
Walls 15 10 12 16 

R ...... 
CeilinWRaof 27 27 35 44 

Slab Edge 5 0 1 4 
Glass .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

Walla 15 14 19 25 
Slab Edge 5 2 6 ·9 
GIaaa .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

AIr ChangeelHOur 0.75 0.65 0.65 0.74 

All ChangeeIHour 0.76 0.73 0.73 0.58 
GI ... Area (percent of total floor area) 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 

GI ... A.- (pen:ent of total !Iocr.as) East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% South 3.0% 7.5% 9.5% 12.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% Added Thermal"a .. 
South 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% Percent of Floor Area 0.0% 3.3% 14.8% 30.0% 

Pwaent ........... Solar System SIze (square feet) 
14% 16% 20% 27% South Glass 45 113 141 180 

Added Thermal Mass 0 49 221 450 
PerfonnMoe (~-af) 
Conaervalion 28,_ 23,886 18,980 13,969 Percent Solar Savings 
AuxillaJy Heat 24,414 20,005 15,114 10,203 14% 31% 41% 54% 
Cooling 3,478 1,984 0 0 

"-formanee (BtuIyr-sf) 
Conservation· 28,255 28,982 25,610 22,119 
Auxiliary Heat 24,414 19,983 15,074 10,130 
Cooling 3,478 4,301 3,268 4,159 

EumpIeI of Heat =, Savings 
SUntem 

1,500 sf Single Story House 

Summary: Insulation and tightness have been increased. South-
facing glazing has been substantially increased. For these 
examples, added mass area is assumed to be six times the added 
south glass area. 

Base 
Case 20% 40% 60% 

R·V ..... 
CeilinWRaof 27 22 30 ·39 
Walla 15 10 15 22 
Slab Edge 5 0 3 8 
Glass .9 1.8 1.8 1.8 

All ChangeelHour 0.76 0.59 0.75 0.71 

Glue Area (pen:errt of »1111 floor area) 
West 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 4.0% . 4.0% . 
South 3.0% 6.7% 6.7% 6.7% 

SoIu Sy.-. .. (1qU8I'8 feet) 
South Glasa 45 100 100 100 

.' 
PwaentSoW ....... 

14% 28% 34% 41% 

"-fornwnoe (~-af) 
17,493 Conservation 28,265 28,063 22,893 

Auxiliary Heat 24,414 19,990 15,070 10,176 
Cooling 3,478 3,902 1,662 1,400 

Summllry: The window area has been slighlly decreased on the 
west, increased slighlly on the east and north, and increased 
significantly on the south. 
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Ex8mplM of Heat Energy Savings 
PassIve SOlar-Sunspace 
1,500 sf Single Story House 

Base 
Case 20% 

R-V8I_ 
Ceiling/Roof 27 22 
Walla 16 10 
Slab Edge 5 0 
GIaIa .9 1.8 

All CIIMgeeIHour 0.76 0.66 

GIaM .... (peroent of to ... floor ..... ) 
Weat 3.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 
South (windowa) 3.0% 3.0% 
Swlapace 0.0% 4.6% 

..... Sy-. _ (squant faet) 
South Glasa 46 46 
Swlapace Glasa 0 68 
Swlapace Thermal Mua 0 206 ................. 

14% 31% 

........... (BtuIyr-sf) 
Conaervalion 28.266 28.987 
Auxiliary Heat 24.414 19.976 
CoolIng 3.478 2,431 

40% 

24 
11 
1 

1.8 

0.74 

2.0% 
4.0% 
4.0% 
3.0% 
9.6% 

45 
144 
432 

46% 

27.947 
16.044 

448 

60% 

25 
12 
1 

1.8 

0.66 

2.0% 
4.0% 
4.0% 
3.0% 
17.0% 

46 
266 
766 

62% 

26.694 
10.083 

338 

SUmlMry: Insulation Md tightneu (for !he 60% case) have been 
incntaaed. North and ... t-facing glazing have been inaeased . 
slighlly. The suMl*» usumed here is aami-enclosed ~ 
(surrounded on three Iides by conc:Itionad rooms of the house. as 
in Figure SSD1 of the worksheets). with its south glazing tilted at 50 
dagraea. The common wall is a thennaI mass wall made of 
masonry. SuMl*» glazing is aasumed lID be double. 
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Examples of Heat EnerlY Savings 
Passive Solar-Thermal torage Wall 

1 ,500 sf Single Story House 

Base 
Case 20% 

R·Values 
Ceiling/Roof 27 22 
Walls 16 10 
Slab Edge 5 0 
Glass .9 1.8 

Air ChangealHour 0.75 0.65 

01 ... A ... (percent of IIDtai floor area) 
Weat 3.0% 2.0% 
North 3.0% 4.0% 
East 3.0% 4.0% 
South 3.0% 3.0% 
Thermal Storage Wall O.oak 3.5% 

Solar System SIze (square feet) 
South Glass 45 45 
Thermal Storage Wall 0 52 

"-cen. Solar Savings 
14% 30% 

'-formance (BtuIyr-sf) 
Conservation 28.265 28.896 
Auxiliary Heat 24.414 19.985 
Cooling 3.478 2.443 

40% 

22 
10 
0 

1.8 

0.64 

2.0% 
4.0% 
4.0% 
3.0% 
8.3% 

45 
124 

48% 

29.140 
15.044 

648 

60% 

22 
10 
0 

1.8 

0.65 

2.0% 
4.0% 
4.0% 
3.0% 
16.0% 

45 
240 

66% 

29.861 
10.072 

749 

Summary: In the case of a Thermal Storage Wall. south-facing 
glazing and thermal mass are incorporated together. The estimates 
here assume a 12-inch thick concrete Thermal Storage Wall with a 
selective surface and single glazing. 

Cooling Potential 
Basecase 3,478 Btu/yr-sf 

Energy 
Savings 

Strategy (Btu/yr-sf) 

No Night Ventilation 1 
without ceiling fans 0 
with ceiling fans 1.550 

Night Ventilation 1 
without ceiling fans -290 
with ceiling fans 1.390 

High Mass2 
without ceiling fans 520 
with ceiling fans 220 

Percent 
Savings 

0% 
45 

40 

15 
6 

With night ventilation. the house is ventilated at night when 
temperature and humidity conditions are favorable. 

2 A "high mass· building is one with a thermal mass area at 
least equal to the house floor area. 

Oakland, California 
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Teclmlcal Baals for 
the Bunder 
GuidellD_ 

Bow the Builder 
GuideUna Were 
PnN:Iucecl 

The text of the Builder Gu1delinea book 
is generated by merging two computer 
ft1ee. Tbe Brat Ia a word-p1'OCe8llOr me 
containing the text; it does not change 
from location to Iocatton. 1'be second 
containa numbers and text and is 
locaUon dependent. This second ftle is 
produced by running a computer 
program that calcuJatea petformance 
numbers baaed on long-term monthly 
walther and 80lar data compiled by the 
National Oceamc and Atmoepberfc 
Admtntstratlon for a pa.rticular 1ocatfon. 
The merge operation BIota the numbers 
and text in the second me into their 
com:ct locatIona in the ftrst ftle. This is 
then Iaaer prfntm to produce the 
camera-ready IDIIDU8CI1pt. 

1'be concentrated efIOrt of reaearcll, 
design, construction, monitoring. and 
evaluation of actual buiklfngs that 
started at the FIrat Puaive Solar 
ConfCrerwe in Albuquerque in 1976 bas 
continued up to the preeent. It is 
estfnJated that more than 200,000 
passive solar bomea have been built in 
the Unitm states during this time. This 
wealth of expertence baa been reviewed 
by SERI, the TechntcaJ. Committee of 
PSIC, and by the Standing Committee on 
Energy of the National AuoctaUon of 
Home Buildera and Ia distfJ1ed into these 
Guidelines. 

Analysis Procedures 

The analysis procedures used 
throughout the Guidelines wae 
developed using simple, well-estabUshed 
methods for estimating the performance 
of passive solar heating and natural 
coolfng strategies. 1'bese procedures 
(described below) wae developed at the 

Los Alamo. National Laboratory with 
funding from the U.S. Department of 
Energy Solar Bufldfngs Program. See the 
references for more informaUon. 

Annual Beat Loss 
(WorksheetlJ 

The heat-loss calculaUon is based on a 
straightforward summation of the 
traditional elements that make up the 
budding heat-loss coefBclent (excluding 
the solar components). The worksheet 
procedure esUmates the annual heat loss 
by multiplying the heat-loss ooeftlcient 
by annual degre days (Umes 24 to 
convert from days to hours). Degre days 
for each month wae determined using 
an appropriate base temperature that 
accounts for an assumed thennostat 
setting of 70 degrees, an assumed 
internal heat aeneration of 36 Btu/day 
per sq ft of floor area., and the total 
budding loss coefIlcient. This forms the 
basis of the table of heating degre day 
multipliers. The result of the worksheet 
is an estimate. of the annual heat 
required to mBfntafn comfort, excluding 
both positive and negative effects 
resulting from the solar components. In 
this estimate, no solar heating credit 18 
given to east. west. and north windows, 
because it is assumed that these will be 
protected by vegetation or other shading 
in accordance with the Builder Guideline 
recommendations. This is a conservative 
assumption because there will always be 
some solar gain through these windows. 

APPENDIX 

Annual Auxiliarg Heat 
(Worksheet I1J 
The tables of passive so~ savings 
fractions are calculated using the solar 
load raUo (SLR) method (references I and 
2). Monthly solar savings fraction (SSF1 
values are determined using correlation 
fits to the results of hourly computer 
simulat10n calculations for a varle~ of 
clfmates. These 12 values are converted 
into an annual value and entered into 
worksheet Tables FI-F4. The SLR 
method gives answers that agree within 
about 5% of the hourly computer 
simulations and within II % of the 
measured passive solar performance of 
55 butldfngs monitored under the Solar 
Buildings Program. The SSF estimates 
account properly for both solar gains 
and heat losses through the solar 
aperture and, thus, correct for omitting 
the solar components from the 
calculation of annual heat loss. 

Temperature Swing 
(Worksheet IIl} 

The temperature swing estimate on 
worksheet ill is based on the diurnal 
heat capaci~ (dhc) methQd (reference 3). 
The method is an analytic procedure in 
which the total heat stored in the 
building durmg one day is.estimated by 
summing the effective heat "torage 
potential of the all the various materials 
in the bu1ldlng for a 24-ho~lr pertodic 
cycle of solar input. Rooms with direct 
gain are assumed to have radiative 
coupling of the solar heat to the mass. 
Rooms connected to rooms with direct 
gain are assumed to have convective 
coupling, which is rather less effective, 
espec1ally for massive elements. The dhc 
of the sheetrock, framing, and furniture 
18 approximated as 4.5 or 4.7 Btu/"F per 
sq ft: of fioor area. Worksheet Tables HI 
and H2 list the increased value of 
diurnal heat capaci~ for various 
conventional materials that are often 
used to provide extra heat storage, 
assuming these materials replace 
sheetrock. 
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The only numben in workaheet DI 
that are locatton dependent are the 
conmrt facto ... taken from Table I. The 
direct-gain COIIdOrt factor is 61% of the 
solar gain tnmam1tted through va1fcal, 
south-facing double glazing on a clear 
Janwuy day. The drlv1ng effect of 
sunapacee and vented Tl'Ombe walla is 
assumed to result in one-third this 
value, baaed on data from monitored 
buJldInga. The orfgIn of the 61% factor is 
deacrtbed in the referencea. 

Annual AuxfliCllll Cooling 
(Worksheet lVJ 
The purpose of including the summer 
cooUng estimates in the Builder 
Guidelines is to (1) determine if deafgn 
elements added to promote ~ solar 
heating will caUlie exceaa1ve summer 
cooUng Ioada and (2) provide a rough 
estimate of the ~ of solar 
ahadfng and natural cooUng strategies. 
The analya1a method is baaed·on a 
mocUfted monthly degree-day procedure 
in which the day is dlYfded into day and 
night periods (~fen9lCe 4). All esUmatea 
are derM:d from conelattona baaed on 
hourly computer afmuJations. Solar. 
conduction, and internal gains are 
estfmated fOr each half~ perfod in 
each month. Delay facto .. are used to 
amount for heat carryover from day to 
night and night to day. The ~ults are 
esUmatea of annual aena1b1e cooUng 
deItvered by the air conditioner and do 
not include latent loads. 

Because the the ortglnal Loa AJamoa 
monthly procedure is too complex: to be 
fmplemented in a workaheet, a sfmpWled 
procedure is adopted on worbheet IV. 
Heat Gain Facto .. and Internal Gain 
Facto .. in Tabla L and N are the 
calculated annual1ncremental cooUng 
loads ~ulting from a one-unit 
incremental change in the ~pecUve 
heat input parameter (that is. a one-unit 
change in UA, glazing area, or number of 
bedrooms). The combined heat load 
resulting from all inputs is summed and 
then adjusted for thermal mass and 
ventflatton. This correctlon includes a 
constant required to match the 
calculated cooUng load of the baae-case 
butldlng. This lfnearfzed procedure gtves 
accurate estimates fOr cooUng loads that 
are less than about 150% of the base-
case butlding; ~. It 

underestimates very large cooUng loads 
in poorly des1gned bu1ld1ngs. 

The adjustment facto .. for 
ventilation properly amount for 
maintaining comfort in hot and humid 
climates. Ventilation is ~strlcted to 
times when the outside dew-point 
temperature is less than 62 OF. This 
~trlctlon avoids venttlaUon when high 
humidity might cause d1acomfort. 

Notfor Sizing Equipment 
All heating and cooUng values given in 
the Builder Guidelines Tables and 
numbers calculated using the 
worksheets are for annual heat delivered 
or ~oved by the mechanical heating or 
cooUng system. You cannot cUrectly use 
these numbe .. for s1z1ng the capacity of 
this equipment. The methods developed 
by the American Society of Heat:tng. 
Refrigerat1ng. and Air Conditioning 
Engineers fOr sfz1ng equipment are well-
established and are recommended. The 
purpose of the guidance provided in 
these booklets is to minimfze the 
operating time and resources consumed 
by this equipment. 

Using the Worksheets in 
Nearby ~atf.ons 
The appl1cabillty of worksheets I and II 
can be extended somewhat by using the 
base-65 OF degree-day value for a site 
which is close to the location fOr which 
the worksheet tables we~ generated. We 
recommend Umtting such applications to 
sites where the annual heating degree-
days are within plus or minus 10% of the 
parent locat1on and where It is 
reasonable to assume that the solar 
radiaUon is about the same as in the 
parent location. The procedure is simple: 
Use the measured base-65 OF degree-day 
value in worksheet I. line F. instead of 
the degree-day value for the parent 
location. 

Worksheet ill depends only slightly 
on location. The only variables are the 
Comfort Facto .. in Table I. which only 
change with latitude. Thus. this 
worksheet can be used anywhere within 
4 degrees of latitude of the parent 
location. 

The cooUng estimate obtained from 
worksheet IV is spec1flc to the location. 
Within the same vicinity and within plus 

57 
or minus 20%. the result could be 
adjusted. based-on a ratio of cooling 
degree days. However. this adjustment Is 
not done automatically within the 
worksheet. 

Getting Data 
Heating and cooling degree-day data can 
be obtained from the National Climatic 
Center. Asheville. NC. Refer to 
Climatography of the United States No. 
81 which lists monthly normals for the 
period 1951-1980 on a state-by-state 
basis. More than 2400 locations are 
listed in this data base. 

Oakland. California 
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Note: This is a generic example to explain how to 
fill out the worksheets. For an example specific to 
this book, refer to the worked example on the 
prior pages. The actual house design used for both 
examples is the same, but specific numerical 
values will be different. 

Anytown, USA 
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Introduction 
Purpose 

The purpose of the Any Town, 
USA section is to explain how to 
use the passive solar 
worksheets in the Passive Solar 
Design Strategies: Guidelines for 
Home BUilding. Separate 
Worksheets booklets are 
available for specific locations 
throughout the continental 
USA. Each booklet contains 
detailed technical data for a 
specific location. Although the 
example presented in this 
booklet is for a moderate mid-
Atlantic climate, the procedure 
is presented in a general 
manner and is intended to be . 
used for all locations. 

General Description 
of Worksheets 
The Worksheets booklet for each 
location provides an easy-to-use 
calculation procedure, allowing 
the designer to estimate the 
performance level of a particular 
building design and compare it 
against a base-case performance 
level or against the performance 
of the builder's more 
conventional house. 

Anytown, USA 

A separate worksheet is 
provided for each of four 
separate performance levels 
perfo~ance level and 
associated target. These are 
deSCribed below: 
Worksheet I: Conservation 
Performance Level: the 
estimated heat energy needed by 
the building each year from both 
the solar and auxiliary heating 
systems. The units are 
Btu/yr-sf. 
Worksheet II: Auxiliary Heat 
Performance Level: the 
estimated heat that must be 
provided each year by the 
auxiliary heating system. This 
worksheet accounts for the solar 
savings. The units are 
Btu/yr-sf. 
Worksheet III: Thermal 
Mass / Comfort: the temperature 
swing expected on aclear winter 
day with the auxiliary heating 
system not operating. The units 
are OF. 
Worksheet N: Summer Cooling 
Performance Level: the 
estimated annual cooling load of 
the building. The units are 
Btu/yr-sf. 

INTRODUCTION 

The estimates from 
Worksheets I and II are based on 
a heating thermostat setting of 
70°F. The .estimates from 
Worksheet IV are based on a 
cooling thermostat setting of 
78°F with no ceiling fans and 
82°F with ceiling fans. 

The worksheets are 
supported by a number of data 
tables. The data tables are given 
a letter deSignation and are 
referenced when applicable next 
to each worksheet entry. 

A description and drawings 
of the example building are 
provided below, followed by 
completed worksheets. Data 
tables have also been included 
when appropriate. 

Each step of the worksheets 
is then explained in detail. 

\ 
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Description of 
Example Building 

A 1.504 square foot passive 
solar. single-family home with 
an 8.3 ft. average ceiling height 
is used to illustrate how to use 
the worksheets. A floor plan. 
building elevations. building 
sections and details are shown 
below. 

The building has an 
attached sunspace. The 
sunspace floor has a four-inch 
thick slab-on-grade with quarry 
tile set in a mortar bed. The 
sunspace is separated from the 
conditioned portion of the house 
by sliding glass doors and a 
masonry fireplace wall. Awning 
windows located at the top and 
bottom of the south wall provide 
outside ventilation for the 
sunspace. 

61 
South facing windows 

provide direct gain solar heating 
to the dining area. kitchen and 
master bedroom. The south 
glazing in the kitchen and 
dining area provides heat to an 
exposed slab-on-grade. 

The east portion of the 
house is slab-on-grade 
construction. The great room 
and master bedroom suite are 
raised floor construction. The 
slab-on-grade floor in the 
kitchen and dining area is 
finished with ceramic tile so that 
the floor may function as 
thermal mass. 

The exterior doors are metal 
with a foam core center. 

~r--~2~O~' --.....;*~i ~ __ ..!:2=2-'--~r· ...... · .... · .............. g4.' ............ : ............. .. 

;.. .,... 

Garage 

Master 
Bedroom 

14' 
8088 

4040 

Bedroom 

Great Room 

Suns pace 

8088 

o 2 4 8 12 
FLOOR PLAN ----
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PASSIVE SOLAR DESIGN STRATEGIES 

General pro~ect Information 
~:Area 1504 sf 

Worksheet I: Conservation Performance Level 

A. Envelope Heat Loss 
Construction 
Description 

Q!!iliog~L[QQt~ B-;36 io 8!liQ 
B-;3Q io Qrull!!Qml Q!!iliog 

WiillI~ B-l!:!± B-Z SIl!!iillIliog io BigiQ IO~!JliiI!iQO 
B-1!:! io ~iilmg!! 

IO~!JliiI!!!Q EIQQ[~ B-1!:! io EIQQ[ Qll!![ ~!!ois!Q Q[5nIl1~I2ii1Q!! 

~Qo-~QliiI[ ~Iiili:iog OQ!Jbl!! !:aliilZ!!Q WQQQ E[iillD!! liZ' iili[ giill2 
- L.QY:l-i; (!!:;;- 4Q) 

OQQ[~ M!!!iilllI:li!1l EQiillD QQ[!! 

B. Foundation Perimeter Heat.Loss 

Description 

Sliilb~-QO-!:a[iilQ!! B-Z 
H!!iilis!Q BiilS!!ID!!O!S 
Uoll!!ru!!Q Eliil~!!ID!!O!~ 
E!![iID!!t!![ IO~!Jliilt!!Q Qmll:ll~I2ii1Q!!~ 

C. Infiltration Heat Loss 
1246;3 
Building 
Volume 

D. Total Heat Loss per Square Foot 
24 

E. Conservation Performance Level 

H!2 
Total Heat 
Loss per 

Square Foot 

X 

X 

X 

Area 

]Q64 
42Q 
!:!!:!2 
14Q 
Z64 

f22 

4Q 

Perimeter 

62 

Q f2Q 
Air Changes 

per Hour 

2~6 
Total Heat Loss 

(A+B+C) 

nQ;3 
Heating Degree 
Days [Table C] 

+ 
+ 
..,... 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

+ 

X 

R-value 
[Table A] 

;3f2!:! 
24f2 
24Z 
lZZ 
2f26 

16 

f2!:! 

Heat Loss 
Factor 

[Table B] 

Q;3Q 

.018 

lf2Q4 
Floor Area 

Qn 
Heating Degree 
Day Multiplier 

[Table C] 

F. Comparison Conservation Performance (From Previous Calculation or from Table O) 

63 

Heat 
Loss 

= ;3Q 
= ]I 

= 4Q 
6 

= ;3Q 
= 

2!:! 

= Z 
= 

1121 Btu/OF-h 
Total 

Heat 
Loss 

2f2 
= 
= 
= 

2f2 Btu/oF-h 
Total 

112 Btu/OF-h 

= 4Z!2 Btu/DD-sf 

= lZQn Btu/yr-sf 

2f2 ;3!2Q Btu/yr-sf 

Com are Line E to Line F 
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Worksheet I: 
Conservation 
Performance Level 
Worksheet I is essentially a heat 
loss calculation, similar to the 
type of calculation made to size 
heating and cooling equipment. 
The major difference is that the 
calculation does not consider 
heat loss through any of the 
passive solar systems. The 
following building corriponents 
in the example building are not 
considered in the calculation: 
• Heat loss through direct gain 
solar glazing. 
• Heat loss through walls and 
windows that separate the 
house from the sunspace. 
If the example building had 
Trombe walls or water walls, 
heat loss through these passive 
solar systems would also be 
excluded from the calculation. 

Heat loss from the passive 
solar energy systems is excluded 
since the solar savings fractions 
in Worksheet II take these losses 
into account. 
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Step A. Envelope Heat Loss 
The first step is to calculate the 
heat loss through the building 
envelope. The building envelope 
consists of all walls, roofs, 
floors, non-solar windows and 
doors that enclose the 
conditioned space of the house. 

Heat loss for each envelope 
component is calculated by 
dividing the surface area of the 
component by the total R-value. 
The total envelope heat loss is 
the sum of the heat loss for all 
of the envelope components. 

Table A in the Worksheets 
booklet contains R-values that 
may be used in the calculation. 
There are actually five separate 
tables labeled AI, A2, A3, A4 
and A5. A separate table is 
provided fQr ceilings/roofs, 
walls, floors, windows and 
doors. The R-values' in these 
tables include the thermal 
resistance of both the insulation 
and other materials that 
typically make up the 
construction assembly such as 
exterior sheathing and 
sheetrock. They also account 
for framing members that 
penetrate the insulation and 
reduce the effectiveness. 

Ceilings/Roofs 
There are two types of 
ceiling/roof construction in the) 
example building. R-38 mineral \ 
insulation is located in an attic 
space, and R-30 insulation is 
located in the framed cathedral 
ceiling. The total R-value is 
selected from Table Al for each 
ceiling/ roof component. The 
values in Table Al account for 
the buffering effect of the attic 
(when applicable), the ceiling 
material (sheetrock) and the 
effect of framing. 

A 1-Ceilings/Roofs 
Attic Insulation R-value 
Construction R-30 I!1J R-49 R-60 

27.9 35 46.9 57.9 
Framed Insulation R-value 
Construction R-19 R-22 R-30 R-38 
2x6 at 16"oc 14.7 15.8 16.3 -
2x6 at 24'oc 15.3 16.5 17.1 -
2x8 at 16"oc 17.0 18.9 20.6 21.1 
2x8 at 24"oc 17.6 19.6~ 22.2 
2x10 at 16"oc 18.1 20.1 24. 25.7 
2x10 at 24"oc 18.4 20.7 . 26.8 
2x12 at 16"oc 18.8 21.0 25.5 30.1 
2x12 at 24 'oc 19.0 21.4 27.3 31.4 

The area and R-value of the ) 
two different types of 
construction are entered on two 
lines of the table under 
"ceilings/roofs" and the heat 
loss is calculated by dividing the 
surface area by the total . 
R-value. Note that the ceiling 
over the sunspace is not 
included in this calculation. 
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Walls 
There are two types of wall 
construction in the example 
building. The typical exterior 
wall is of 2x6 wood frame 
construction with R-19 mineral 
insulation in the cavity. An 
insulating sheathing with an R-
7 rating is attached to the 
exterior surface of the framing. 
The wall is finished with 1/2 
inch sheetrock on the inside 
and a brick veneer on the 
outside. 

The second type of wall 
construction separates the 
house from the garage. This 
wall is also of 2x6 wood frame 
construction With R-19 in the 
cavity, but it does not have the 
insulating sheathing or the 
brick veneer. Note that the 
walls that separate the house 
from the sunspace are not 
included. 

It is necessary to measure 
the surface area of each type of 
wall construction. The surface 
area may be determined by 
multiplying the length of wall by 
the average height and 
subtracting the area of doors 
and windows. 

The R-value of each wall 
type is detennined from Table 
A2 in the Worksheets booklet. 
The R-value of both wall types is 
17.7 from the table, but since 
the first wall type has R-7 
insulating sheathing, this is 
added to the value from the 
table so that 24.7 is used in the 
calculations. These R-values 
along with the associated areas 
are entered on two lines of the 
table and the heat loss is 
calculated by dividing each 
surface area by the 
corresponding R-value. 

Single Wall 
Framing 
2x4 at 16"oc 
2x4 at 24"oc 
2x6 at 16"oc 
2x6 at 24"oc 
Double 
Wall 
Framing 

A2-Framed Walls 
Insulation R·value 

R-11 R-13 R-19 R-25 
12.0 13.6 
12.7 13.9 ~ -
14.1 15.4 17. 19.2 
14.3 15.6 . 19.8 

Total Thickness (inches) 
8 10 12 14 

25.0 31.3 37.5 43.8 

..... The R·value of insulating. sheathing should be 
added to the values in this table. 

Floors 
Only the raised floor is 
considered in this step of the 
heat loss calculation; heat loss 
from the slab-on-grade floor is 
conSidered in Step B. There is 
one type of raised floor 
construction in the example 
building. R-19 mineral 
insulation is placed between 
2xlO floor joists at 16 inches on 
center; the crawlspace beneath 
is ventilated. 
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The total R-value is selected 

from Table A3, which considers 
the buffering effect of the 
crawlspace as well as framing 
and the floor materials. The 
area and R-value is entered on 
one line of the table and the 
heat loss is calculated by . 
dividing the area by the R-value. 

A3-lnsulated Floors 

Framing 
2x6s at 16"oc 
2x6s at 24"oc 
2x8s at 16"oc 
2x8s at 24"oc 
2x10 at 16"oc 
2x10 at 24"oc 
2x12 at 16"oc 
2x12 at 24"oc 

Insulation R·value 
R-11 R-19 R-30 R-38 
18.2 23.8 29.9 
18.4 24.5 31.5 
18.8 24.9 31.7 36.0 
18.9 4W 33.1 37.9 
19.3 25.8 33.4 38.1 
19.3 .1 34.4 39.8 
19.7 26.5 34.7 39.8 
19.6 26.7 35.5 41.2 

These R·values include the buffering effect of a 
ventilated crawlspace or unconditioned basement. 

Had there been different 
insulation conditions for the 
raised floor, an additional line of 
the table would be completed for 
each condition. 

If the example building had 
insulated floors over a garage or 
unheated basement, these 
components would also be 
included in this step. 

As an alternative to 
insulating between the floor 
joists, the perimeter walls of the 
crawlspace could have b~en 
insulated and floor insulation 
eliminated. When this 
technique is used, the perimeter 
heat loss method in Step B 
should be used. Step A only 
includes floors when insulation 
is placed in the floor assembly. 

Anytown, USA 



66 
Non-solar Glazing 
Next, heat loss from the non-
solar glazing is calculated. Note 
that the passive solar direct gain 
glazing is not included. Also the 
windows that separate the 
house from the sunspace are 
not included. 

The rough frame opening of 
each window is generally used 
for the window area. This is 
because the R-values presented 
in Table A4 and most heat loss 
data presented by window 
manufacturers is for the rough 
frame opening. Using the rough 
frame opening also makes it 
easier to estimate window areas 
since windows are usually 
specified on the plans in terms 
of the rough frame dimensions. 

A4-Windows 
Air Gap 

1/4 in. 1/2 in. 1/2 in. argon 
Slandar'd Metal Frame 
Single .9 
Double 1.1 
Low-e (e<=0:40) 1.2 

Metal frame with thermal break 

1.2 
1.3 

Double 1.5 <t.!> 
Low-e le<=0.40} 1.6 '. 
Low-e e<=0.20} 1.7 

Wood frame with vinyl cladding 
Double 2.0 
Low-e (e<=0.40l 2.1 
Low-e le<=0.20 2.2 
Low-e e<=0.10 2.3 

2.1 
2.4 
2.6 
2.6 

1.2 
1.3 

1.7 
I.S 
2.0 

2.2 
2.5 
2.7 
2.9 

These R-values are based on a 3 mph wind speed 
and are typical for the entire rough framed opening. 
Manufacture's data, based on National 
Fenestration Rating Council procedures, should be 
used when available. One half the R-value of 
movable insulation should be added, when 
appropriate. 
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Windows in the example 
building are all double-pane 
wood windows with a 1/2 inch 
air space between the panes. 
The R-value for this window 
type is 2.1, selected from Table 
A4. 

The non-solar window area 
is taken from the building plans. 
These values are entered in the 
table and the heat loss is 
calculated by dividing the 
window area by the window 
R-value. If the example building 
had more than one window type 
(different R-values), then 
additional lines of the table 
would be completed. 

Doors 
The doors are the last 
component of the envelope to 
consider. The example building 
has two exterior doors: the main 
entrance and an additional door 
to the garage. These have a 
total surface area of 40 square 
feet and an R-value is selected 
from Table A5. Note that the 
door that separates the garage 
from the exterior is not included 
since the garage is 
unconditioned. 

AS-Doors 
Solid wood with 2.2 
Weatherstripping 
Metal with rigid C1i) 
foam core 

These values are entered in 
the table and the heat loss is 
calculated by dividing the door 
areas by the R-value. If the 
example building had more than 
one door type (different 
R-values), then additional lines 
of the table would be completed. 

Total 
The heat loss of all components 
of the building envelope is 
summed at the bottom of the 
table and this completes Step A 
of the worksheet. 
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Step B. Foundation 
Perimeter Heat Loss . 
Foundation heat loss from 
slabs-on-grade. basements and 
insulated crawispaces is 
estimated by multiplying the 
length of perimeter times an 
appropriate heat loss factor 
taken from Table B. 

The dining area, kitchen and 
secondary bedrooms in the 
example house have slab-on-
grade construction. R-7 
insulation is installed around 
the perimeter. 

The heat loss factor for the 
slab edge is 0.3, selected from 
Table B. The heat loss factor is 
multiplied by the perimeter to 
calculate the heat loss. The 
units of heat loss, using the 
perimeter method, are the same 
as for the building envelope 
calculated in the previous step. 
Note that sunspace slab is not 
included in this calculation. 
The slab edge perimeter 
adjacent to the crawlspace and 
the sunspace is also excluded. 

Table B-Perimeter Heat Loss Factors 
for Slabs·on·Grade and Unheated 

Basements (Btuth·F·ft) 
Heated Unheated Insulated 

Perimeter Siabs-on- Base· Base- Crawl· 
Insulation Grade ments ments spaces 
None 0.8 1.3 1.1 1.1 
R 5 ~ 0.8 0.7 0.6 
R:7 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.5 
R·11 . 0.6 0.5 0.4 
R-19 0.2· 0.4 0.5 0.3 
R-30 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.2 

When a raised floor assembly is 
not insulated, for instance, over 
crawlspaces insulated at the 
perimeter or basements, heat 
loss occurs primarily at the 
perimeter. 

The example house does not 
have a basement or a heated 
crawlspace, but if it did, the 
foundation heat loss would be 
calculated by multip1ying the 
perimeter of these elements by a 
heat loss factor selected from 
Table B. 

When houses have heated 
basements, heat loss from , 
basement walls located above 
grade would be included in 
Step A. 

Step C. Infiltration Heat Loss 
The heat loss from infiltration or 
air leakage is estimated by 
multiplying the building volume 
times the air changes per hour 
times a heat loss factor of 0.018. 

The example building is 
estimated to have an infiltration 
rate of 0.50 based on local 
building experience. 
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The building volume is 

calculated by multiplying the 
average ceiling height by the 
conditioned floor area. In this 
example the average ceiling 
height is 8.3 ft. The conditioned 
floor area is 1,504 sf which does 
not include the garage or the 
sunspace. The resulting 
building volume is 12,483 cubic 
feet. 

The units of infiltration heat 
loss are Btu;oF-h, the same as 
for the building envelope and 
the foundation perimeter. 

Step D. Total Heat Loss per 
Square Foot 
The total building heat loss is 
the sum of the heat loss for the 
building envelope (Step A), the 
foundation perimeter (Step B) 
and infiltration (Step C). For 
residences this value will range 
between 200 and 500. It 
represents the Btu of heat loss 
from the building envelope over 
the period of an hour when it is 
one OF colder outside than 
inside. This total heat loss, of 
course, does not include heat 
loss from the solar systems, 
including direct gain glazing. 

The result of Step D, 
however, is the annual heat loss 
per degree day per square foot. 
This value is calculated by 
mUltiplying the total heat loss 
by 24 hours/ day and dividing 
by the conditioned floor area. 

Anytown, USA 
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Step E. Conservation 
Performance Level 
Once the total heat loss per 
square foot is calculated, the 
conservation perfonnance level 
may be calculated by 
multiplying the total heat loss 
per square foot (Step D) by the 
heating degree days times the 
heating degree day multiplier. 

C1-Heating Degree Days ~ 65°F) 
Raleigh·Durham ~ 

This value is from TMY weather tapes and 
should be used for Worksheet Calculations. 
It will vary from long term averages. 
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The heating degree days are 
selected from Table C 1 and 
based on specific locations. The 
heating degree day multiplier is 
selected from Table C2 and is 
based on the total heat loss per 
square foot (Step D) and the 
passive solar glazing area per 
square foot of floor area 
(Worksheet II, Step A). 

C2-Heating Degree Day Multiplier 
Passive Solar 

Heat Loss Glazing Area per 
per Square per Square Foot 
Foot .00 .05 .10 .15 .20 

8.00 1.03 1.05 1.07 1.09 1.11 
7.50 1.01 1.04 1.06 1.07 1.10 
7.00 0.99 1.02 1.04 1.06 1.08 
6.50 0.97 1.00 1.02 1.04 1.06 
6.00 0.94 0.97 1.00 1.03 1.05 

~ 
0.90 0.94 0.98~. 1.03 

.00 0.86 0.91 0.95 . 1.01 
~5 Q~ Q~ Q~ Q9 Q~ 

. 0 0.77 0.83 0.88 . 2 0.96 
3.50 0.72 0.78 0.83 0.88 0.93 

The conservation 
perfonnance level for the 
example building is compared to 
the base case conservation 
perfonnance level in the next 
step. 

Step F. Comparison 
Conservation Performance 
The conservation performance 
level for the proposed design 
may be compared to the base 
case perfonnance level for the 
area, given in Table D. 

Table D-Base Case Conservation 
Performance (Btu/v. • 

Base Case 25,38 

Alternatively, the 
conservation perfonnance level 
may be compared to other 
building designs considered by 
the builder to be typical of the 
area. In this case, the 
worksheets would first be 
completed for the typical design 
and the results of these 
calculations would be entered in 
Step F. 

If the conservation 
per.(onnance level of the 
proposed building (Step E) is 
greater than the base case or 
typical-design conservation 
perfonnance level. the designer 
should conSider additional 
building insulation or reduced 
non-solar glass area. 

) 
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Worksheet II: Auxili Heat Performance Level 
/ ) A. Projected Area of Passive Solar Glazing 
I. 

Solar System Rough Frame Net Area Adjustment Projected 
Reference Code Area Factor Factor [Table E] Area 

Q~QI ee X 0.80 X ~e fl~ 

SSQI 2Qe X 0.80 X ~e jfl~ 

X 0.80 X 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 
X 0.80 X = 

2~fl 2~2 sf 
Total Area Total 

Projected 
Area 

2~2 -;- jf!Q4 = jf! 
Total Floor Total Projected 

Projected Area Area per 
Area Square Foot 

B. Load Collector Ratio 
24 X 2~a + 2~2 = ~Q e~ 

Total Total 
Heat Loss Projected 

[Worksheet I] Area 

C. Solar Savings Fraction 
) System 
/ Solar Savings 

Solar System Projected Fraction 
Reference Code Area [Table F] 

Q~Qj fl~ X 44 ~Q ~fl 

SSQl jfl~ X 4f! = Z~~f! 

X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 
X = 

jQ~ Zj + 2~2 Q 4f! 
Total Total Solar 

Projected Savings 
Area Fraction 

D. Auxiliary Heat Performance Level 

[1 - Q4f! jx 1ZQ~Z = ~Q4~ Btu/yr-sf 
Solar Conservation 

Savings Performance 
Fraction Level [Worksheet I, 

Step E] 

E. Comparative Auxiliary Heat Performance (From Previous Calculation or from Table G) 
23 Q99 Btu/yr-sf 

Com are Line D to Line E 
, 
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Worksheet II: 
Auxiliary Heat 
Performance Level 
Worksheet II is used to estimate 
the savings from passive solar 
systems and to estimate the 
auxiliary heat performance level.. 
This is the amount of heat that 
must be provided to the building 
each year after the solar savings 
have been accounted for. 

The example building has 
two solar systems: direct gain 
south glazing and a sunspace. 

Step A. Projected Area of 
Passive Solar Glazing 
The first step is to calculate the 
projected area of the solar 
glazing. The proj ected area of 
passive solar glazing is the area 
projected on a plane facing true 
south (the actual glazing may be 
oriented slightly east or west of 
true south). The projected solar 
glazing also accounts for sloped 
glazing in certain types of 
sunspaces. 

For most solar systems the 
projected area may be calculated 
by multiplying the actual glazing 
area times an adjustment factor 
taken from Table E. 

Alternatively. the projected 
area may be determined by 
making a scaled elevation 
drawing of the building. looking 
exactly north. Surface areas 
may then be measured from the 
scaled elevation drawing. This 
concept is illustrated in the 
figure below. 
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South 
Projection 

Projected Area of Passive Solar Glazing 
The solar savings fraction is based on the 
projected area of solar glazing. 

The worksheet allows the 
user to enter the rough frame 
area of solar glazing. since it is 
generally easier to measure this. 
The rough frame area is 
multiplied by a net area factor of 
0.80 to account for window 
framing and mullions. If the net 
glass area is entered. the net 
area factor is 1.00. 

The example building has 
two separate passive solar 
systems: direct gain and a 
sunspace. This means that two 
lines of the table must be 
completed. If the example 
building had other types of solar 
systems. for instance Trombe 
walls or water walls. additional 
lines in the table would be 
completed. 

In the first column. the 
reference code for each type of 
solar system is entered along 
with a description of the system. 

The reference codes are shown 
on Tables FI through F4 for 
various types of solar systems. 
More information about the 
system types is provided in the 
discussion under Step C of this 
worksheet. The reference code 
for the direct gain system is 
"DGC 1" because night 
insulation is not proposed. The 
reference code for the sunspace 
is "ssc 1" since all the sunspace 
glazing is vertical. 

The south wall of the 
example building actually faces 
10° east of south because of site 
conditions. The adjustment 
factor is therefore 0.98 for both 
solar systems as selected from 
Table E. Each solar system area 
is multiplied by the net area 
factor and the appropriate 
adj ustment factor to calculate 
the projected area. Both the 
total projected area and the total . 
area are summed at the bottom 
of the table. 

Table E-ProJected Area 
Adjustment Factors 

Degrees off ~solar System Type 
True D SSA SSB, 
South ,S SSD SSE 

o 1.00 0.77 0.75 
5 c$? 0.76 0.75 
10 0.98 0.75 0.74 
15 . 0.74 0.73 
20 0.94 0.72 0.70 
25 0.91 0.69 0.68 
30 0.87 0.66 0.65 

The last part of Step A is to 
divide the total projected area by 
the conditioned floor area. giving 
the total projected area per 
square foot. This value is used 
in Worksheet I. Step E to 
determine the heating degree 
day multiplier. 

, 
./ 
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Step B. Load Collector Ratio 
The load collector ratio is 
calculated by taking the total 
heat loss from Worksheet I, Step 
D and multiplying this value 
times 24 (hours/ day) and 
dividing by the total projected 
area of the solar glazing 
calculated in the previous step. 

Step C. Solar Savings Fraction 
The next step is to calculate the 
solar savings fraction for the 
building. This is calculated as a 
weighted average of the solar 
savings fraction for the separate 
passive solar systems. The 
weightings are based on 
projected area. 

The solar systems used in 
this step should be identical to 
those used above in Step A. The 
first two columns are simply 
carried down from the first and 
last columns in· Step A. 

The solar savings fraction for 
e9-ch individual system is taken 
from Tables F1 through F4 
based on the load collector ratio 
calculated in Step B and the 
type of solar system. Table F1 is 
for direct gain systems, Table F2 
for thermal storage walls, Table 
F3 for water walls and Table F4 
for sunspaces. There are 
multiple columns in each table 
that account for system design 
features such as night 
insulation or selective surfaces. 

A reference code, for 
instance "DGC 1 ", is also 
provided for each solar system 
variation. These references are 
entered on the worksheet "Solar 
System Reference Code". They 
are also a key to additional 
information about each solar 
system as provided in Passive 
Solar Heating Analysis and 
other reference manuals. 

F1-Direct Gain 
Load DGCI DGC2 DGC3 

Collector Double Low-e R-9 Night 
Ratio Glazing Glazing Insulation 
200 0.10 0.11 0.13 
155 0.13 0.14 0.17 
100 0.18 0.20 0.24 
80 0.22 0.25 0.30 
60 0.28 0.31 0.38 
50 0.32 0.36 0.44 
45 0.34 0.39 0.47 
40 0.37 0.43 0.51 ar 0.47 0.56 

~ 0.52 0.62 
. 9 0.58 0.69 

20 0.55 0.65 0.77 
15 0.62 0.74 0.85 

F4-Sunspaces 
Load 

Collector sunsEace Type 
Ratio SSAI SSBI SCI SSDI SSEI 
200 '0.17 0.14 0.11 0.19 0.15 
155 0.20 0.17 0.14 0.23 0.19 
100 0.26 0.22 0.19 0.30 0.26 
80 0.30 0.25 0.23 0.35 0.30 
60 0.35 0.30 0.28 0.42 0.36 
50 0.39 0.34 0.32 0.46 0.40 
45 0.42 0.36 0.35 0.49 0.43 
40 0.44 0.39 0.38 0.52 0.46 

~ 
0.48 0.42 0.56 0.49 
0.52 0.46 ~ 0.60 0.54 
0.56 0.50 .0 0.65 0.59 

20 0.62 0.56 0.57 0.72 0.65 
15 0.70 0.64 0.65 0.79 0.73 
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The solar savings fraction for 

each system is multiplied by the 
projected area and totaled at the 
bottom of the table. This total is 
then divided by the total 
projected area from Step A to 
calculate the weighted average 
solar savings fraction for the 
whole building. 

The solar savings fractions 
are based on reference designs. 
The assumptions made about 
these reference designs are 
summarized below. 

Direct Gain 
The direct gain reference 
designs are all assumed to have 
double-pane glass and sufficient 
heat storage to limit the clear 
day temperature swing to 13°F. 
For the case with night 
insulation, the thermal 
resistance is assumed to be R-9. 

Trombe Walls 
The Trombe wall reference 
designs are all assumed to have 
double-pane glass. The mass 
wall is assumed to be 12 inches 
thick and constructed of 
masonry or concrete. 

Water Walls 
The water wall reference designs 
are all assumed to have double-
pane glass. The water tank is 
assumed to be nine inches 
thick, extending continuously in 
front of the glazing surface. The 
space between the water tank 
and the glazing is assumed to be 
sealed. 
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Sunspaces 
Data is provided for five 
sunspace reference designs as 
illustrated on the following 
figure. Double glazing is 
assumed for all reference 
designs. Reference designs 
SSAl, SSB 1 and SSD 1 are 
assumed to have opaque end 
walls. All are assumed to have a 
concrete or masonry floor about 
six inches thick and a masonry 
or concrete common wall 
separating the sunspace from 
the living areas of the house. 
The glazing for designs SSAI 
and SSD 1 is assumed to be 
sloped at an angle of 50° from 
the horizon. The sloped glazing 
in designs B and E is assumed 
to be at an angle of 30°. 

Anytown, USA 

AUXILIARY HEA T PERFORMANCE LEVEL 

Sunspace Reference Designs 
Data is provided for five types of sunspaces. 

Step D. Auxiliary Heat 
Performance Level 
The auxiliary heat performance 
level is calculated by multiplying 
the conservation performance 
level from Worksheet I, Step E, 
times one minus the solar 
savings fraction, calculated in 
the previous step. This value 
represents the amount of heat 
that must be provided to the 
building by the auxiliary heating 
system(s). 

Step E. Comparative Auxiliary 
Heat Performance 
The calculated auxiliary heat 
performance level may be 
compared to the performance 
level for a typical basecase 
building in the area. This may 
be taken from Table G and is 
23,099 Btu/yr-sf. 

Alternatively, the 
performance level may be 
compared to a previous 
worksheet calculation made for 
a typical builder house. 

If the auxiliary heat 
performance level calculated in 
Step D were larger than the base 
case auxiliary heat performance, 
the designer should conSider 
increasing the size of the solar 
systems, adding additional solar 
systems or increasing insulation 
levels. 

\ 
) 
I 

\ 
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Worksheet III: Thermal Mass/Comfort 
( \ A. Heat Capacity of Sheetrock and Interior Furnishings 
'\ ) Unit Total 

Heat Heat 
Floor Area Capacity Capacity 

BQQIDl! lIlli!b Qi[~Q! !:aiilie 424 X 4.7 2H~1 

QRiilQ~l! QQee~Q!~g !Q Qi~Q! !:aiilie QRiilQ~l! ~4~ X 4.5 = 42Z1 
2452 Btu/OF 
Total 

B. Heat Capacity of Mass Surfaces Enclosing Direct Gain Spaces 
Unit Heat 

Mass Description capaci~ Total Heat 
(include thickness) Area [Table ] Capacity 

nQIDb~ WslIIl! X 8.8 
, wm~[Wiillll! X 10.4 = 

E~RQl!~g Qliilb ie Que lQa X 13.4 = laaQ 
E~RQl!~g Qliilb IlIQ! ie Que laZ X 1.8 = 24Z 

X = 
X = 
X = 

122Z Btu/OF 
Total 

C. Heat Capacity of Mass Surfaces Enclosing Spaces Connected to Direct Gain Spaces 
Unit Heat 

Mass Description Capacity Total Heat 
(include thickness) Area [Table H] Capacity 

I[QIDb~ WslIIl! X 3.8 
W~[WiillIl! 

. X 4.2 = ) EiilQ~ 6[iQis 4" III X 3,Z = 4ll 
X = 
X = 

4ll Btu/OF 
Total 

D. Total Heat Capacity 
a4~Q Btu/OF 

(A+B+C) 

E. Total Heat Capacity per Square Foot 
a4~Q + 15Q4 = 52 Btu/OF-sf 

Total Heat Conditioned 
Capacity Floor Area 

F. Clear Winter Day Temperature Swing 
Total Comfort 

Projected Area Factor 
[Worksheet II] [Table I] 

Qi~Q! !:aiilie 2~ X a22 = 5~Z54 

Quel!RiilQ~l! Q[ 12a X 2~~ = 4a zaz 
~e!~g nQIDb~ WslIIl! lQa 4~1 + a4~Q = 12 a OF 

Total Total 
Heat 

Capacity 
G. Recommended Maximum Temperature Swing 

13 OF 

) Com are Line F to Line G 
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Worksheet III: 
Thermal 
Mass/Comfort 
This worksheet is used to 
calculate the thermal 
mass/comfort performance level, 
which is the temperature swing 
expected on a clear winter day 
with the auxiliary heating 
system not operating. A high 
temperature swing would 
indicate that inadequate thermal 
mass is provided in the building 
design, which not only creates 
discomfort but decreases solar 
heating performance. 

The general procedure of the 
worksheet is to calculate the 
effective heat capacity of mass 
elements located within the 
conditioned space of the 
building. The total effective heat 
capacity is then combined with 
the direct gain projected area to 
estimate the clear winter day 
temperature swing. Note that 
thermal mass elements located 
within unconditioned spaces 
such as the sunspace are not 
included in this calculation. 

Anytown, USA 

Step A. Heat Capacity of 
Sheetrock and Interior 
Furnishings 
The first step is to estimate the 
effective heat capacity 
associated with low-mass 
construction and interior 
furnishings. To complete this 
step it is necessary that two 
sub-areas be identified within 
the building: those areas that 
receive direct solar gains and 
those areas that are connected 
to rooms that receive direct solar 
gains. This is because the mass 
of sheetrock and furnishings 
located in direct gain rooms is 
more effective. Rooms that are 
separated from direct gain 
spaces by more than one door 
should not be included in either 
category. 

COMFORT PERFORMANCE LEVEL 

In the example building, the 
master bedroom, dining area 
and kitchen are all direct gain 
space.s. The secondary 
bedrooms, bathrooms and 
master bedroom closet are 
directly connected to the direct 
gain spaces. The utility room 
and entry foyer are not 
conSidered in this calculation 
since they are not connected to 
a direct gain space. These areas 
are illustrated for the example 
building. 

The direct gain space is 
multiplied by 4.7 and the spaces 
connected to direct gain spaces 
are multiplied by 4.5. These 
products are summed and 
represent the effective heat 
capacity associated with the 
sheetrock and interior 
furnishings. 

Unconditioned 
Garage 

1i)))1 Direct Gain Spaces 
I,l@ililm Spaces Connected to Direct Gain Spaces 
moo Spaces Not Connected to Direct Gain Spaces 

Suns pace 

Building Sub-areas for Calculating Effective Heat Capacity 
Worksheet 11/ requires that the building be divided into sub-areas. 

) 
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Step B. Heat Capacity of Mass 
Surfaces Enclosing 
Direct Gain Spaces 
The heat capacity of thermal 
mass elements (other than 
sheetrock and furnishings) that 
enclose the direct gain spaces is 
conSidered in this step. The 
surface area of each element is 
measured from the building 
plans and multiplied by the unit 
heat capacity. The unit heat 
capacity is printed directly in 
the table for Trombe walls. water 
walls. and exposed slabs-on-
grade. The unit heat capacity 
for other mass elements is 
selected from Table H 1. Note 
that thermal mass located in the 
sunspace is not included in this 
calculation. 

H1-Mass Surfaces Enclosing 
Direct Gain Spaces . 

Material 
Poured Conc. 
Conc. Masonry 
Face Brick 
Flag Stone 
Builder Brick 
Adobe 
Hardwood 
Water 

Thickness (inches) 
1 2 3' 4 6 8 12 

1.8 4.3 6.7 8.8 11.311.5 10.3 
1.8 4.2 6.5 8.4 10.210.0 9.0 
2.0 4.7 7.1 9.0 10.49.9 9.0 
2.1 4.8 7.1 8.5 8.6 8.0 7.6 
1.5 3.7 5.4 6.5 6.6 6.0 5.8 
1.3 3.2 4.8 5.5 5.4 4.9 4.8 
0.4 1.4 1.8 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.5 
5.2 10.415.6 20.8 31.241.6 62.4 

Exposed slabs-on-grade 
include those with a surface of 
vinyl tile. ceramic tile or other 
materials that are highly 
conductive. Slabs that are 
covered with carpet should not 
be considered to be exposed. 
The exposed slab area should be 
further reduced. when 
appropriate. to account for 
throw rugs and furnishings. 

The exposed slab area is 
then subdivided into two areas: 
that which is expected to be in 
the sun and that which is not. 
As a rule-of-thumb. slab area 
should be considered in the sun 
only when it is located directly 
behind south glazing. In any 
event. the slab area assumed to 
be in the sun should not exceed 
1.5 times the south glass area. 

In the example building. the 
slabs-on-grade located in the 
kitchen and dining room are 
located within direct gain 
spaces. Some of this area is 
considered to De in the sun and 
the remainder not. These 
surface areas are entered in the 
table and multiplied by the 
appropriate unit heat capacity. 
The products are then summed 
at the bottom of the table. 
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Step C. Heat Capacity of Mass 
Surfaces Enclosing Spaces 
Connected to Direct Gain 
Spaces 
The same type of calculation is 
performed for mass surfaces 
that enclose spaces connected 
to direct gain spaces. The 
primary difference is the unit 
heat capacity figures taken from 
Table H2 instead of Table H 1. 

In the example building. the 
fireplace wall and hearth are 
considered in this category. 
This area and the unit heat 
capacity is entered in the table 
and multiplied by each other. 
This represents the total 
effective heat capacity of mass 
elements that enclose the 
spaces connected to direct gain 
spaces. 

H2-Rooms with no Direct Solar Gain 

Material 
Poured Conc. 
Conc. Masonry 
Face Brick 
Fla~Stone 
Builder Brick 
Adobe 
Hardwood 

Thickness (inches) 
1 2 ~ 4 6 8 12 

1.7 3.0 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.6 3.4 
1.6 2.9 3.5 ~.6 3.4 3.2 
1.8 3.1 3.6 3.7 .5 3.4 3.2 
1.9 3.1 3.4 . 3.2 3.1 3.0 
1.4 2.6 3.0 3.1 2.9 2.7 2.7 
1.2 2.4 2.8 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.4 
0.5 1.1 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.1 
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Step D. Total Heat Capacity 
The total heat capacity is the 
sum of the heat capacity from 
Steps A, B and C. This 
represents the effective heat 
capacity of all thermal mass 
within the building. 

Step E. Total Heat Capacity 
per Square Foot 
The total heat capacity 
calculated in Step D is divided 
by the total floor area of the 
building to get the total heat 
capacity per square foot. The 
floor area used in this 
calculation should not include 
the sunspace or other 
unconditioned spaces. This 
value is calculated here for 
convenience, but it is not used 
until Worksheet IV is completed. 
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Step F. Clear Winter Day 
Temperature Swing 
The clear winter day 
temperature swing is calculated 
in Step F. The projected area of 
all direct gain glazing is entered 
in the first row. This includes 
all direct gain systems either 
with or without night insulation. 
In the second row, the projected 
area of sunspace glazing and 
Trombe walls vented to the 
indoors is entered. Unvented 
Trombe walls and water walls 
are not included in this 
calculation since solar gain from 
these systems does not 
contribute to the temperature 
swing of the conditioned space. 

The appropriate comfort 
factor is entered in the second 
column, selected from Table I. 
,(he projected areas are 
multiplied by the appropriate 
comfort factors and summed. 
This sum is then divided by the 
total heat capacity from Step D 
to yield the clear winter day 
temperature Swing. 

Table I-Comfort Fact~r Btu/sf) 
Direct Gain 
Suns paces and 99 
Vented Trombe Walls 

COMFORT PERFORMANCE LEVEL 

Step G. Recommended 
Maximum Temperature Swing 
The comfort performance target '\ 
for all locations is 13°F. If the ) 
comfort performance level 
calculated in Step F had been 
greater than 13°F, additional 
thermal mass should be added 
to the building or direct gain 
glazing should be reduced. 

'\ 
! 

) 
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Worksheet IV: Summer Coolin Performance Level 
'\ 

A. Opaque Surfaces 
Radiant Barrier Absorp- Heat Gain j Heat Loss Factor tance Factor 

Description [Worksheet I] [Table J] [Table K] [table L] Load 

Q!2i1iDg:!lrQQf:! ~Q X j QQ X Q !lZ X !lZQ = !2!2~ 

lZ X j QQ X Q!I:Z X !lZQ = ~Z!2 

X X X = 
W§II:! !lQ X na QZQ X 2!2~ = Z~!2 

X na X = 
OQQ[:! ~fi X na Q~Q X 2!2~ = 2a 

jaQ~ kBtu/yr 
Total 

B. Non-solar Glazing 
Rough Frame Net Area Shade Factor Heat Gain 

Description Area Factor [Table M] Factor [Table L] Load 

t!/Q[tb !:al~:!:! !lQ X 0.80 X Q !2Z X ~ZQ = ~~fi 

X 0.80 X X = 
ESI:!t !:a lSi:!:! !2 X 0.80 X Q aQ X !2a ~ = ~~j 

X 0.80 X X = 
W!2:!t!:aI~:!:! !2 X 0.80 X QaQ X Z~2 = ~fij 

X 0.80 X X = 
Slsllligbt:! X 0.80 X X = 

X 0.80 X X = 
j!2ZZ kBtu/yr 
Total 

C. Solar Glazing 
Solar System Rough Frame Net Area Shade Factor Heat Gain 

\ Description Area Factor [Table M] Factor [Table L] Load 
) 

Oi[!2Qt !:a~iD aa X 0.80 X Q a~ X fifiQ = ~2g 

X 0.80 X X = 
StQ[~g!2 llll~lI~ X 0.80 X X 

X 0.80 X X = 
S!.ID:!J2~Q!2 2Qa X 0.80 X Qa~ X j22 = j!2afi 

X 0.80 X X = 
!la~~ kBtu/yr 
Total 

D. Internal Gain 
22fiQ +( ~!lQ X ~ = fiQZQ kBtu/yr 

Constant Variable Number of 
Component Component Bedrooms 
[Table N] [Table N] 

E. Cooling Load per Square Foot 
1,000 X j~ !I!I~ + jfiQ!I a~!l2 Btu/yr-sf 

(A+B+C+D) Floor Area 
F. Adjustment for Thermal Mass and Ventilation 
No night vent with no ceiling fan Z~!2 Btu/yr-sf 

[Table 0] 
G. Cooling Performance Level 

a2Q!2 Btu/yr-sf 
(E -F) 

H. Comparison Cooling Performance (From Previous Calculation or from Table P) 
9Z!2!2 Btu/yr-sf 

Com are Line G to Line H 
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Worksheet IV: 
Summer Cooling 
Performance Level 
Worksheet IV is used to 
calculate the summer cooling 
performance level. This is the 
heat that would need to be 
removed from the bUilding by an 
air conditioner in order to 
maintain comfort during the 
summer. 

The worksheet accounts for 
four sources of cooling load: 
opaque surfaces exposed to the 
sun, non-solar windows, passive 
solar systems, and internal gain. 
These loads are then adjusted to 
account for ventilation and 
thermal mass .. 

Step A. Opaque Surfaces 
Not all opaque surfaces 
contribute to the cooling load of 
the building: only those surfaces 
exposed to sunlight 
(ceilings/roofs and walls) are 
included in the calculation. For 
each ceiling and wall surface 
listed on Worksheet I and 
exposed to the sun, the heat 
loss should be carried over to 
this worksheet along with a 
consistent description. This 
heat loss is then multiplied by a 
radiant barrier factor when 
appropriate (from Table J), the 
absorptance (from Table K) and 
a heat gain factor (from Table L). 
The end product of this 
calculation is an estimate of the 
annual cooling load that is 
associated with each suIface in 
thousands of Btu per year 
(kBtu/yr). 
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Table J-Radiant Barrier Factors 
Radiant Barrier 
No Radiant Barrier .0 

Table K-Solar Absorptances 
Color 
Gloss White 
Semi-gloss White 
Light Green 
Kelly Green 
Medium Blue 
Medium Yellow 
Medium Orange 
Medium Green 
Light Buff Brick 
Bare Concrete 
Red Brick 
Medium Red 
Medium Brown 
Dark Blue-Grey 
Dark Brown 

Ceiling/roofs 
Walls and Doors 
North Glass 
East Glass 
West Glass 
Skylights 
Direct Gain Glazing 
Trombe Walls and 

Water Walls 
Sunspaces 

SSAl 
SSBl 
SSCl 
SSDl 

Absorptance 

I 
0.51 
0.57 
0.5B 
0.59 
0.60 

~ 
0.B4 
O.BB 
O.BB 

39.3 

.~ 
SSEl 39.3 

In the example building, four 
lines of the table are completed, 
two for the ceiling/roof types, 
one for the exterior walls with 
brick veneer and one for the 
entrance door. The wall that 
separates the house from the 
garage and the door in this wall 
are not included, since they are 
not exposed to sunlight. 

The heat loss from each of 
these elements is carried over 
from Worksheet I. Note that the 
door heat loss is reduced by half . 
since one of the two doors does 
not receive sunlight. The 
proposed building does not have 
a radiant barrier in the attic, so 
the radiant barrier factor is 1.00. 
Absorptances are selected based 
on the exterior building colors 
and the heat gain factors are 
from Table L. 

Step B. Non-solar Glazing 
Cooling load associated with the 
windows that do not face south, 
i.e. those that are not part of one 
of the solar systems, is 
calculated by multiplying the 
surface area in each orientation 
times the net area factor, a 
shade factor (from Table M) and 
a heat gain factor (from Table L). 
This calculation gives the 
annual cooling load for each 
non-solar glazed surface. The 
total for the building is the sum 
of the cooling load for each 
surface. 

Table M-Shading Factors 
Projection 

Factor South 
0.00 ~ 0.20 . 
0.40 . 3 
0.60 0.49 
O.BO 0.35 

~
st North 21 

. 1.00 . 

.93 ~ .93 . 4I1o,~ 
0.B1 1 9' O.Bl • c;1JC7 
0.71 0.7 '67 0.6B 
0.60 0.6f 0.56 

1.00 0.30 0.50 0.54 0.45 
1.20 0.24 0.40 0.46 0.3B 

-... Multiply by O.B for low-e glass, 0.7 for tinted glass 
and 0.6 for low-e tinted Qlass. 

The rough frame area is 
generally entered in the table 
and adjusted by the net area 
factor. If the net glazing area is 
entered instead, then the net 
area factor is 1.00. 

) 
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Table M gives the shade 
factor for overhangs. The 
overhang shade factor depends 
on the orientation of the window 
and the projection factor. The 
proj ection factor is the overhang 
projection divided by the 
distance from the bottom of the 
window to the bottom of the 
overhang. as illustrated below. 

A 

Overhang Projection Factor 
The projection factor is the overhang 
projection divided by the distance between the 
bottom of the window and the bottom of the 
overhang. 

The north windows have a 
height of four feet and the 
bottom of the overhang is about 
six inches above the window 
head. The overhang projection 
is 1.5 feet. The projection factor 
is calculated by dividing the 
overhang projection by the 
distance from the bottom of the 
window to the bottom of the 
overhang. This is about 0.33. A 
shade factor of 0.84 is used in 
the calculations. which is 
interpolated between the values 
for a projection factor of 0.2 and 
0.4 

If the example building had 
tinted glazing. glazing films or 
external shading devices. the 
shade factors from Table M 
should not be used. Sunscreen 
and glass manufacturers 
usually rate the shading effect of 
their devices by publishing a 
shading coefficient. The 
shading coefficient is a number 
between zero and one that 
indicates how much solar heat 
makes it through the window 
compared to an unshaded 1/8 
inch clear pane. This shading 
coefficient may be used in the 
calculation instead of the value 
from Table M. 

The overhang on the east 
and west is at the eave. well 
above the window. and does not 
provide any useful shading. For 
these windows. the shade factor 
is 1.00. 

Each glazing area is 
multiplied by the net area factor 
and the appropriate shade 
factor. The products are 
summed at the bottom of the 
table. 
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Step C. Solar Glazing 
The solar systems addressed on 
Worksheet II reduce heating 
energy. but they also can 
increase cooling energy. The 
cooling energy impact of the 
solar systems is calculated in 
this step. Each solar system 
listed on Worksheet II should be 
carried over to this worksheet. 
The cooling energy for each 
system is calculated by 
multiplying the total surface 
area (not the projected area) 
times the net area factor. the 
appropriate shade factor (as 
discussed above) and a heat 
gain factor (from Table L). This 
calculation gives the annual 
cooling load for each passive 
solar system. 

A shade factor of 0.83 is 
used because of south 
overhangs. This is based on a 
projection factor of about 0.2 as 
discussed above. 

The annual cooling load 
associated with all the passive 
solar systems is summed at the 
bottom of the table. 
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Step D. Internal Gains 
The last component of cooling 
load is from internal gain. 
Internal gain is heat given off by 
lights, appliances and people. 
Some of the cooling load 
associated with internal gain is 
considered to be constant for all 
houses regardless of the number 
of bedrooms or size. This is 
because all houses have a 
refrigerator and at least one 
occupant. Another component 
of cooling load from internal 
gain is considered to be variable 
and depends on the number of 
bedrooms. These components 
are accounted for separately in 
the calculation. 

Both the constant 
component and the variable 
component are taken from Table 
N. The variable component is 
multiplied by the number of 
bedrooms in the house and 
added to the constant 
component to yield the total 
cooling load from internal gain. 

Constant Component 
Variable Component 

Step E. Cooling Load per 
Square Foot 
This step sums the cooling load 
associated with opaque 
surfaces, non-solar glazing, 
passive solar systems and 
internal gain (Steps A, B, C and 
D). The sum is then divided by 
the floor area of the building 
and multiplied by 1,000 to 
convert the cooling energy into 
terms consistent with the base 
case cooling performance. 
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Step F. Adjustment for 
Thermal Mass and Ventilation 
The total cooling load calculated 
in Step E is adjusted in this step 
to account for the effects of 
thermal mass and ventilation. 

The adjustment depends on 
the total heat capacity per 
square foot calculated on 
Worksheet III, Step E, but also 
depends on whether or not the 
building has night ventilation or 
ceiling fans. The adjustment is 
entered in the blank in Step F. 

Table 0-Thermal Mass and Ventilation 
Adjustment (Btu/yr-sf) 

Total Heat Night Night No Night No Night 
Capacity Vent wI Vent wI No Vent wI Vent wI N 
per SF Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan Ceil. Fan 

0.0 4,250 400 2,320 -1,600 
1.0 5,550 1,480 3,620 -520 
2.0 6,240 2,080 4,310 080 
3.0 6,610 2,420 4,680 410 

dP 6,800 2,600 4,8 600 
. 6,910 2,700 ,0 700 

6.0 6,960 2,760 5,0 760 
. 6,990 2,790 , 60 790 

8.0 7,010 2,810 5,080 810 
9.0 7,010 2,820 5,080 820 
10.0 7,020 2,820 5,090 820 

Total heat capacity per square foot is calculated on 
Worksheet III Ste E. 

The example building has a 
total heat capacity per square 
foot of 5.6. It has neither night 
ventilation nor ceiling fans. 

Night ventilation is a 
building operation strategy 
where windows are opened at 
night when the air is cooler. 
The cool night air allows heat to 
escape from the thermal mass 
elements in the building. The 
cooler thermal mass elements 
help keep the building 
comfortable the following day 
when air temperatures rise. 

Step G. Cooling 
Performance Level 
The summer cooling \ 
performance level is calculated' ) 
by subtracting the adjustment 
in Step F from the cooling load 
per square foot calculated in 
Step E. This is an estimate of 
the amount of heat that must be 
removed from the building each 
year by the air conditioner. 

Step H. Comparison Cooling 
Performance 
The cooling performance level 
for the proposed design may be 
compared to the base case 
cooling performance level for the 
area, given in Table P. 

Alternatively, the cooling 
performance level may be 
compared to other building 
designs conSidered by the ) 
builder to be typical of the area. 
In this case, the worksheets 
would first be completed for the 
typical design and the results of 
these calculations would be 
entered in Step H. 

If the cooling performance 
level of the proposed building 
(Step G) is greater than the base 
case or typical-design 
conservation performance level, 
the designer should conSider 
measures to reduce the cooling 
performance leveL Such 
measures might include 
reducing non-solar glass, 
providing additional shading or 
increasing thermal mass. 
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