
Playbook
Action-oriented guide featuring 
information and resources to help islands 
initiate, plan, and complete an energy 
transition that relies on local resources and 
eliminates dependence on imported fuels. 

www.eere.energy.gov/islandsplaybook

Through the Energy Transition Initiative (ETI), the U.S. Department of Energy and its partners work with government entities and other stakeholders to establish a 
long-term energy vision and successfully implement energy efficiency and renewable energy solutions. ETI provides a proven framework and technical resources 
and tools to help islands transition to a clean energy economy and achieve their clean energy goals. 

Energy Snapshot
British Virgin Islands
This profi le provides a snapshot of the energy landscape 

of the British Virgin Islands (BVI), one of three sets of 

the Virgin Island territories in an archipelago making 

up the northern portion of the Lesser Antilles. The 

2015 electricity rates for BVI are of $0.16 to $0.24 per 

kilowatt-hour (kWh), lower than the Caribbean regional 

average of $0.33/kWh (some of the highest energy 

costs in the world). Like many island nations, the BVI 

is almost 100% reliant on imported fossil fuels for 

electricity generation, leaving it vulnerable to global 

oil price fl uctuations that directly impact the cost 

of electricity. 

Electricity Sector Data
The British Virgin Islands Electricity Corporation (BVIEC) 
was formed by ordinance in 1978. As the territory’s sole util-
ity, BVIEC is in charge of generation, transmission, supply, 
and distribution, all of which is generated from diesel fuel. 
Rates are designed in “declining block rates” so that custom-
ers are charged a rate according to the amount of electricity 
they use. The blocks decrease in price so customers who 
use higher amounts of electricity are billed less for each 
incremental unit. 

Clean Energy Policy Environment
Current law provides a monopoly to BVIEC, as is common 
throughout the region. The law was originally enacted to 
ensure that the utility would have suffi cient revenue to cover 
its infrastructure costs. Some homes and businesses have 
installed solar water heating, while off-grid consumers and 

Population 32,680

Total Area 151 square kilometers

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
$0.5 billion 
U.S. dollars (USD)

Share of GDP Spent on
Fuel and Imports

Electricity – 1.2%
Total – 4.8%

GDP Per Capita $42,300 USD

Urban Population Share 40.8%

British
Virgin Islands

The British Virgin Islands’ Renewable Energy Goal:

None

Government and Utility Overview

Government 
Authority

Ministry: Ministry of Communications 
and Works

Key Figure: Mark Vanterpool

Designated 
Institution for 
Renewable Energy

None

Regulator British Virgin Islands Government

Utilities

Name: British Virgin Islands 
Electricity Corporation

Publicly 
owned 
corporation

Serves 15,250 customers. 
100% of shares held by 
the British Virgin Islands 
Government.   
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Resources to Help Islands Transition to a Clean Energy Economy
Energy Snapshots
Island-specific overview fact sheets providing 
credible energy information for a wide variety of 
stakeholders to assist in the understanding of the 
local energy goals and current energy situation. 

www.energy.gov/eere/technology-to-market/
island-energy-snapshots

www.energy.gov/eere/technology-to-market/island-energy-snapshots


Training for Local Staff on Implementing Clean Energy Solutions

Playbook Implementation Training

In-person training for local energy champions, using the Playbook as a guide, 
on a variety of best practices and proven successful strategies for implementing 
clean energy solutions. 

Utility Renewable Energy Integration Information and Support

Tailored onsite training for utility leadership and engineers on successful 
programmatic and technical integration of distributed and central 
(if needed) generation.

Policymaker and Regulator Electric Grid and Renewable Energy Support

Tailored onsite training for policy and program decision makers and stakeholders 
on baseline technical grid, renewable energy, and programmatic best practices.

For additional information about trainings or accessing the Scenario Tool, 
visit www.energy.gov/eere/energy-transition-initiative or email T2M@ee.doe.gov.  

Island Energy Scenario Tool

Uses data on local resources, 
costs, and electricity demand 
to identify the pathways a 
community can take to realize 
its clean energy goals.

Based on a tool built for the 
Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative, 
it allows communities to 
model different fuel mixes 
for a given clean energy 
goal, facilitating discussions 
on how to prioritize energy 
investments.

http://www.energy.gov/eere/energy-transition-initiative
mailto:T2M%40ee.doe.gov?subject=



