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Working with NREL

Cooperative Research and Development Agreements (CRADA): Used when a 
partner and the lab intend to collaborate on a project. It protects a company's and 
NREL's existing intellectual property, and allows the company to negotiate for an 
exclusive field-of-use license to subject inventions that arise during the CRADA's 
execution. These projects can involve co-funding with DOE or be completely funded 
by the partner.

Work-for-Others Agreements: Used when a partner seeks technical services to 
complete a project but does not intend to perform joint research. The partner 
provides NREL with the necessary resources and fully covers the costs of the work 
to be performed.

Licenses:  Copyright, trademark or Patent licenses to existing NREL intellectual 
property.  All business terms are negotiable; agreements must include some DOE 
required terms.

Technical Assistance Projects (new):  Small projects with technology-based 
companies to improve their competitiveness.  Limited free assistance or information 
to help businesses with specific technology questions.  Requires a direct match 
between the company need and the capabilities available at NREL.
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