1999 Parabolic Trough Technology Workshop: General Meeting Observations 

· The large meeting turnout by industry highlighted a significant interest in the continued development of parabolic trough technology. 

· A number of trough project opportunities are looming on the horizon as the result of grant, green market, and green pricing incentives offered by various organizations, countries, and states. 

· All nine original trough plants continue to operate, demonstrating the commercial nature of trough technology. The operating companies continue to make significant investments in maintaining and upgrading their solar fields. 

· Although no new plants have been built in the last 8 years, trough technology has continued to develop and improve as a result of efforts by the plant operating companies, U.S. and European research labs, and the trough industry. 

· The technology breakout planning sessions during the meeting provided a general validation of the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE's) parabolic trough technology roadmap. Key development needs include improved receiver reliability, reduction of capital and operation and maintenance (O&M) costs, and a cost-effective form of thermal storage. 

