The Role of the National Labs in Parabolic Trough Development


As discussed at the 1999 Parabolic Trough Technology Workshop, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) SunLab considered a significant scale-up of activity in parabolic trough technology for the fiscal year 2000. What should the role of the national labs be in trough technology development? 

Group Response
· The UK's R&D lab's approach was to assess where program should go and how much $ it should get. They did no R&D. R&D should be done under contract. Core capability of the labs should be the assessment of R&D. 

· Military R&D labs manage R&D activities and keep industry learning curve and provide specific communication about what's going on in industry w/o trade secrets. 

· Bechtel (Solar Two) values ability to have one place to call and to get quick response. R&D can be called in the next day. 

· Sunray (SEGS I/II) wouldn't change approach. Operators are not developers. 

· Need a champion. Show them a pathway to put money into their pockets. Lots of people in technology rather than 1 leader. Lead the charge. 

· Communication! Virtual network of experts to communicate via email once/week. Find worldwide names and begin communications. 

· SEIA has not been effective for this group. Need "heads up" on regulatory issues. 

· Stay technology neutral. Lab is not always fair. Labs can be in the way of industry. 

· Can do cross cutting technologies. Having expertise in those... labs are only viable resource for meteorological info. 

· Large-scale experimental work. 

· Information dissemination from all technology people. Lab should be focal point for the info need single source to call for info. 

· Seminar - email regular highlight summary info to all those working on the technology. 

· Newsletter that goes to those interested on the web. 

· The labs are doing a lot right in meetings like this one. Called together large group, listened, focus, groups to tackle issues, didn't back away from controversial issues. 

· Quality of work from SunLab is outstanding. 

· Availability of history from labs is valuable. 

· Need website, list papers/studies, titles only, need to go back in years. Abstracts. Cover non-US programs also or link to these sites. Make papers available at nominal cost. 

· Materials. Advanced reflectors, selective surfaces, testing and measurements. Speed needs to be an issue and improved. 

· SunLab should email legislative head-up to industry. 

· When in DC, DOE can make suggestion to industry as to who to visit. Those presenting ideas for international collaboration should give SunLab personnel ideas of how to pursue your ideas. 

· Mirror info from Spain. Get info to trough meeting participants. 

· Put on WEB or email Solar Paces info to the trough group. 

· Need technology roadshow or similar type of thing for troughs. 

· Those presenting ideas for international collaboration should give SunLab personnel ideas of how to pursue their ideas. 

