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Abengoa Bioenergy, a business unit of Abengoa (Seville, Spain), is the largest grain ethanol producer in Europe and 5th largest in the U.S.  Significant growth potential for ethanol exists in the EU and US.  The growth could be realized through improvement or expansion of current grain ethanol production facilities, new plants, or through conversion of non-starch carbohydrates (such as grain fiber, corn stover and straw).  Abengoa Bioenergy is evaluating bioconversion processes and coordinating R&D efforts in improving current grain ethanol technologies and developing competitive technologies for converting agricultural residues to ethanol.  An overview of technical issues related to process development and demonstration of enzyme-based biomass ethanol production will be presented.

