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Since the 1940’s and the discovery of macromolecules, DuPont scientists have been aware of the unique properties of a family of polyesters based on the 3-carbon glycol (1,3 propanediol).  The most common of these polymers, the analog of PET known as “3GT”, has almost 3 times the stretch-recovery of nylon, has softer aesthetics, and is dyeable without chemical carrier at the boil.  However, only recently were commercial sources of the glycol available.   This talk will highlight the history of this new family of polymers and how they can be used in a wide variety of applications.   Most significantly, the talk will explain how the glycol will be made using a “miracle of science” from DuPont: a bio-based process that uses a recombinant microorganism and renewable feedstocks rather than a traditional petrochemical process.  

