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More than 25 years ago, a group of research engineers and applied scientists with interest in energy applications got together to plan for a symposium series.  It was decided for the first symposium to specifically target energy production and conservation.  The Department of Energy (DOE) indicated an interest in supporting such a symposium series and the Bioprocessing Research Group in the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) agreed to help organize the effort.  An appropriate location was desired that would allow 150 to 300 participants to have uninterrupted and intense interactions on a scientific, technical, and social basis.  

The first meeting entitled “Biotechnology in Energy Production and Conservation” was held in 1978 at Gatlinburg, TN.  This same location and title was used for the first four annual meetings; however, it became obvious that the areas of fuels and chemicals were of most interest.  Therefore, the fifth and succeeding symposia were entitled “Biotechnology for Fuels and Chemicals.”  

There was wide acceptance of these meetings with participants from the government, academia, and the commercial sector.  Over 25 different nations were represented.  Sponsorship and organization expanded to include several companies and other DOE laboratories.  At that point it was decided to share the hosting duties between ORNL and the Solar Energy Research Institute, with the annual meetings alternating between the mountain areas of Tennessee and Colorado.

