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Cargill Dow’s Polylactide (PLA) polymer marks a new frontier in the pursuit of truly sustainable materials suitable for a wide range of applications, including fibers, packaging, films and chemical intermediates. Made today from annually renewable resources – corn dextrose – PLA polymer enjoys a significant environmental performance advantage over petroleum-based materials with which it competes in the marketplace. Life cycle analysis and a long-term commitment to sustainability as measured against the “triple bottom line” of economic, social and environmental improvements is driving Cargill Dow toward further improvements. The company is pursuing a sustainable feedstocks strategy that incorporates three key elements. These elements are: (1) improving value derived from currently feedstocks through process improvements, (2) developing a feedstocks platform based on ligno-cellulosic biomass, and (3) developing market-based mechanisms to both directly connect customer preferences concerning feedstocks (e.g., concerns surrounding genetically modified corn) and organic agriculture, as well as to set the stage for improving the sustainability of agriculture practices at farms supplying feedstocks.

