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A large scale corn stover collection project is described based on the 1996 experiences of the Kearney Area Ag Producers Alliance (KAAPA).  Over 4,000 mostly irrigated high yielding acres of cornstalks were baled in a 3-month period as a demonstration for a proposed corn stover to paper pulp project.  A large quantity of these bales was stored for 18 months.  

This project was a demonstration to generate equity investment, alleviate both producer and processor concerns, generate realistic cost estimates and advance the collection, storage and transport learning curve.  The dirt removal strategies and improved baling processes developed were superior to prior collection methods.  

Strategies for various types of cropping practices were developed as well to provide ground cover, prevent soil erosion and deal with no till where the irrigation ridges had been destroyed by the baling process.  

Precautions needed to insure that collected stover bales remained in good condition at the end of the storage period were determined, along with the weather risks and the critical parts of the process that need to be fine tuned to make sure it is reliable, efficient, sustainable, functional and economic.  

