
Join us the second 
Thursday of every 
month for a series of 
“brown bag” seminars, 
sponsored by the 
National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory and 
the U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE).  Each 
seminar is held at NREL’s 
Washington, D.C.,  
office or in Golden, 
Colorado. Topics focus 
on new and innovative 
renewable energy 
and energy analysis 
strategies, models, and 
technologies.
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Log-In Info
URL for log-in:  

https://www.mymeetings.com/nc/join/
Conference Number: SA306396  

(no passcode is needed)

You also can join the event directly at 
http://www.mymeetings.com/nc/ 

join.php?i=SA306396

Call-In Info
To call in:  1-877-989-1543 

Passcode:  8864359
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901 D Street SW (adjacent to the Forrestal Building) 
or 370 L’Enfant Promenade. Ninth Floor. 

Please contact Wanda Addison, of  
Midwest Research Institute (MRI), at  
wanda_addison@nrel.gov or 202-488-2202 

Washington, D.C., information

For more information on NREL analysis, please visit  
www.nrel.gov/analysis

1617 Cole Blvd., Golden, Colorado  
Building 3, Conference Room 170.

Please contact Kalia Kehoe at   
kalia_kehoe@nrel.gov or 303-384-7439

Country-by-Country Incentives and  
Hindrances for Geothermal Energy   
A seminar presented by DOE/EERE’s Office of Planning, Budget, 
and Analysis and NREL’s Strategic Energy Analysis Center

Martin Piszczalski 
Sextant Research      

Thursday, August 13, 2009
10 – 11 a.m. (Golden, Colo.)
Noon – 1 p.m. (Washington, D.C.)
(The seminar is also offered via conference call or Internet conferencing.  
See the log-in and call-in information below. An RSVP is required to ensure that 
we have enough phone lines and/or seats. The presenter will be in Golden, CO.)

The rate of development for geothermal power depends heavily 
on government actions. The United States and many other 
countries are actively seeking ways to encourage more geothermal 
development in their respective countries, and countries worldwide 
are effectively competing with one another to attract capital to 
fund their respective geothermal projects. The developers’ view of government, on the 
other hand, can range from partner to hostile force. This characterization depends 
on government incentives, laws, and regulations. Governments can own much of 
the power sector, define the market rules for competition, and effectively set the 
pace and cost of project development. Countries also vary enormously in the quality 
and quantity of their geothermal resources. However, government policies rather 
than geological or monetary wealth can still have the greater impact. This talk by 
Martin Piszczalski, of Sextant Research, will highlight some of the key parameters of 
geothermal energy as well as identify risks and mitigations by stage of development. 
It also will suggest how governments can most effectively participate and encourage 
geothermal development in their respective countries.              

Martin Piszczalski  is a specialist in the business development of geothermal energy. 
His work has included compiling a portfolio of greenfield, geothermal resources that 
includes financing, exploration/prospecting, and land control. He also has worked 
on transmission and environmental issues as well as partnerships and competitor 
analyses. His most recent work has been to evaluate public-private partnerships (PPP) 
in geothermal.  Piszczalski heads his own firm, Sextant Research based in Boulder, 
Colorado. In addition, he has been an industry analyst for the Yankee Group and 
Gartner. Prior to that, he was a professor at the University of Michigan’s Business School 
and Engineering College. He also has participated in the university’s Ford School of 
Public Policy. He has a Ph.D. in engineering from the University of Michigan. 
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