
Table 11.1 – Emissions from Electricity Generators, 2003 
 (Thousand short tons of gas) 
 1990 2000 2001 2002 2003 2010 2020 2025
Coal Fired          
        Carbon Dioxide  1,672,757 2,083,038 2,016,017 2,059,779 2,099,132 2,358,682 2,614,183 2,950,672
        Sulfur Dioxide 15,220 10,623 10,004      9,732 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrogen Oxide 5,642 4,563 4,208      4,094 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Methane 11 13 13 13 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrous Oxide 25 31 31 31 32 N/A N/A N/A
Petroleum Fired     
        Carbon Dioxide 108,467 98,106 108,798 78,374 106,373 106,147 117,840 120,415
        Sulfur Dioxide 639 482 529 343 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrogen Oxide 221 166 170 130 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Methane 1 1 1 0 0 N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrous Oxide 1 1 1 1 1 N/A N/A N/A
Gas Fired     
        Carbon Dioxide 188,275 298,065 305,230 315,812 303,466 399,152 559,935 558,343
        Sulfur Dioxide 1 232 262 8 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrogen Oxide 565 422 359 270 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Methane 0 1 1 1 0 N/A N/A N/A

        Nitrous Oxide 0 1 1 1 0 N/A N/A N/A
Other 1     
        Carbon Dioxide N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Sulfur Dioxide 2 49 59 55 210 N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrogen Oxide 2 235 180 180 206 N/A N/A N/A N/A

        Methane N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrous Oxide 3 1 1 0 1 1 N/A N/A N/A
Total     
        Carbon Dioxide 1,969,610 2,479,319 2,430,156 2,453,966 2,512,498 2,886,482 3,315,362 3,653,182
        Sulfur Dioxide 15,909 11,396 10,850 10,293 N/A 9,290 8,950 8,950
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        Nitrogen Oxide 6,663 5,330 4,917 4,699 N/A 3,989 4,175 4,286
        Mercury N/A N/A N/A 50,081 49,699 54,076 55,452 55,966
        Methane 12 14 14 14 14 N/A N/A N/A
        Nitrous Oxide 26 33 33 33 34 N/A N/A N/A
        Sulfur Hexafluoride 4 2 1 1 1 1 N/A N/A N/A
         

Sources: EIA, Annual Energy Outlook 2005, DOE/EIA-0383 (2005) (Washington, D.C., February 2005), Tables A8 and A18, EIA, 
Emissions of Greenhouse Gases in the United States 2003, DOE/EIA-0573(2003) (Washington, D.C., December 2004) Tables 10, 17, 
25, 29, and EPA, National Emission Inventory - Air Pollutant Emission Trends, “Average Annual Emissions, All Criteria Pollutants,” 
August 2003, http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/trends/index.html. 
Notes: 
Emissions from electric-power sector only. 
1 Emissions total less than 500 tons. 
2 Emissions from plants fired by other fuels; includes internal combustion generators. 
3 Emissions from wood-burning plants. 
4 Sulfur hexafluoride (SF6) is a colorless, odorless, nontoxic, and nonflammable gas used as an insulator in electric T&D equipment. 
SF6 has a 100-year global warming potential that is 22,200 times that of carbon dioxide and has an atmospheric lifetime of 3,200 
years. 
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